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Parking Lot  (201 Spring Garden Street, former Fulmer-Bush Mansion)   
    
A. The corner property had been the site of large stone house used initially as the German Reformed Parsonage, and (after 1816) as the home of Presbyterian Minister David Bishop.
  Later, it was for many years the residence of Rev. Thomas Pomp,
 long-time pastor of the German Reformed Church on North 3rd Street.  Rev. Pomp (1773 – 1852), affectionately known as “Father Pomp”, was the pastor of several congregations, including the German Reformed Church in Easton for 56 years from 1796 until his death at age 80, conducting 7,870 baptisms, 2,059 marriages, and 1,670 funerals during his 59-year career.
  In his last years, he had gradually reduced the number of the congregations he served, and even in Easton had taken on Rev. J.H.A. Bomberger in 1845 as the English pastor (while Father Pomp remained the German pastor).  In 1850, Father Pomp retired from all active duties, although he retained the title (and salary) of pastor.
  


Rev. Pomp’s stone house was town down in 1857 by Henry Fulmer,
 and replaced with the Fulmer Mansion, then listed as 41 Spring Garden St. under the numbering scheme then in effect.
  The Fulmer Mansion was assigned an address at both 203 Spring Garden Street
 and 108 North 2nd Street
 when the modern street numbering scheme was inaugurated in 1874.  Fulmer was a merchant in iron and slate,
 and later President of the First National Bank of Easton.
  He was still in residence in 1880, by then retired at the age of 49, accompanied by his wife (Matilda) and 22-year-old son (Chester).
  However, he appears to have moved to a smaller town house at 101 Spring Garden Street by 1890.
 

After Fulmer’s death in 1900, 
 the property was occupied in 1903
 by Solomon Royce Bush,
 a co-founder of Easton’s enormous Bush & Bull department store.   Bush (1845-1932) was also Vice President of the First National Bank and Trust Co.
   His son, F. Royce Bush (1880-1962), took over control of the firm in 1930, but closed the flagship Easton store in 1938 and sold the remaining Bethlehem store to Orr’s Department Store in 1955.   Royce Bush was a world traveler, and (among other things) was a passenger on Pan American airlines’ first trans-Atlantic flight (late 1930s).  After Royce Bush’s death, the mansion was sold and demolished, and replaced by the present parking lot.


B. The Northern strip of this property had formerly been the residence of Samuel Phillippe, gunsmith.  Prior to 1874, it had been listed as 60 North 2nd Street, under the street numbering scheme then in effect.
  Phillippe’s residence was assigned to 112 North 2nd Street in 1874.
  

Samuel Phillippe (1801 – 1877)
 apprenticed as a gunsmith in the Young gun shop sometime between 1817 and 1823.
  After becoming an experienced craftsman in wood and metal, Phillippe experimented making other things. He was a locksmith.
  He also made violins, one of which received a silver medal from the Franklin Institute Fair in Philadelphia.  A fisherman, Phillippe also made the first “Kinsey” fishing hooks according to patterns by Phineus Kinsey of Easton.
  He is best known today for his invention of the four- and six-section split-bamboo fishing rod, first made about 1845 or 1846.
  He had previously experimented with two- the three-section rods, which had been tried earlier in England, but they would not “cast true”.  He first made the first four-section rods for himself, and then for some of his friends, one of the first being for Colonel T. R. Sitgreaves”,
 his neighbor.
  These early rods used bamboo, but also had an ash butt.  Sitgreaves began marketing even lighter all-bamboo rods in 1848,
 and introduced a six strip rod in that or the following year.  They were sold through Andrew Clerk & Co. of New York, which was also Phillippe’s source of bamboo.  That New York firm was later a patron of famous fishing rod makers.
   

After Samuel Phillippe’s death in 1877,
 his widow (Mrs. Mary Phillippe) and S.C. Phillippe (viz. Samuel’s son, Solon Phillippe
) continued to live in the residence. S.C. Phillippe took over the shop on South 3rd Street,
 operated as a “sportsman’s emporium” by the 1880s.
  

· At the beginning of the Civil War, Solon Phillippe enlisted in Company D of the 1st Pennsylvania Regiment,
 which was recruited starting at a mass meeting in Centre Square the Saturday after Fort Sumter was bombarded, held two days before President Lincoln had yet called for volunteers.
  The 1st Pennsylvania was enlisted for only three months duty;  it mustered out of service on 23 July 1861, without fighting in any battles.
  
· Solon Phillipe re-enlisted as a corporal with Company D of the 129th Pennsylvania Regiment when it was formed on 11 August 1862.  He was wounded at the Battle of Fredericksburg on 13 December 1862, and promoted to sergeant on 6 March 1863, before being mustered out with his company on 18 May of that year.
  The 129th Regiment fought most notably at the Battles of Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville.
   The Regimental Lt. Colonel was William H. Armstrong (of the Armstrong Homestead at 40 North 3rd Street, just a block away).
  Charles Francis Chidsey – later the first Mayor of Easton – and Joseph S. Osterstock – later a frequent Marshall of veterans’ parades in Easton – both served as privates in Company D of this Regiment.
   
Mary Phillippe died in 1885, at age 80,
 after which Solon appears to have moved (along with his gun store) to 31 South Sitgreaves Street, while his sister became a boarder at the Arlington House.
  Solon Phillippe XE "Phillippe, Solon"  died in 1925, and is buried in Easton Cemetery.
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