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Frey House  (134 North 2nd Street, recently Project Blue Art Gallery and Workshop - Map Reference 20)


2-1/2 story red brick “Colonial Revival”, with oriel window on 2nd floor finished with a “Queen Anne-like” turret dormer above the Mansard roof.
  Bracketed dental cornice at the roof line, and decorative brick work on both front corners of the building.  Slightly recessed front door with window lights;  other 1st and 2nd story windows plain and rectangular, topped with flat entablatures, in a Greek Revival style.   

A building was shown at this location in 1874 as part of a large corner property owned by millwright
 Melchoir Mixsell
 (first name also often spelled Melchior).  Mixsell’s homestead was the house next door, facing Bushkill Street.
  Mixsell appears to have originally acquired the property that later became 134 North 2nd Street in 1846, including a building on that land.  Mixsell added it to property he already owned at the corner, to the North.

· In 1874, with the inauguration of the modern street numbering scheme, No.134 North 2nd Street was not assigned;  No.132 was the residence of Joseph Meyer, and No.136 was the residence of Mrs. Henry Noll.
  
When Melchoir Mixsell died in 1882,
 his will specifically mentioned this building as a frame house.  In 1897, the Mixsell estate’s executor separated the house on North 2nd Street from the rest of the Mixsell property and sold it to pay debts.  The purchaser was Sabina Odenwelder, and the sale price was $2,900.  Mrs. Odenwelder was the widow of Robert Odenwelder.

    
Mrs. Odenwelder took up residence in the house by 1900, under its modern address.
  When Mrs. Odenwelder resold the property in 1906, its value had increased very little
 – and a subsequent sale in that same year still identified a frame building on the property,
 not the brick house that stands there today.  The price increased to $4,000 in a transaction a year later,
 but even in that year (1908) a further sale to Mary Frey continued to identify the building as being a “frame” structure.
  Finally, in a pair of transactions in 1913 in which Mary Frey conveyed the property to her husband (Charles E. Frey), the property description no longer identified a “frame” structure and changed to the modern formula description.
  This change in legal property description could signal that the change to a brick structure was made when the property was owned by Mrs. Frey between 1908 and 1913.
  


Charles E. Frey was an Easton native who had returned to retire in Easton in 1908, the year his wife purchased the house.  He had been “for many years a sales manager for the Standard oil Company at Newark, N.J., and the inventor of one of the blue-flame oil stoves manufactured by that corporation”.  He died in his Easton home in 1916.
  


The year after Charles Frey’s death, his estate conveyed the house to Elmer Armstrong.
  Armstrong was “prominent in the slate business”,
  as the Vice President and General Manager of the “Genuine Bangor Slate Co.” with offices in the Drake Building in Easton.  He was also the head of the Wilson Stove & Manufacturing Co. at 211 Northampton Street,
 which had been established in 1894.
  In 1922, Armstrong and his wife were killed in Florida as paseengers in a car that was run over by a train at a railroad crossing.
  Mr. and Mrs. Armstrongs’ joint will placed the house in trust for one of Armstrong’s sons – who was also named Elmer – until he became 45 years old.  Elmer was age 27 in 1922.  The price assigned by the estate to the property was $15,000
 – a considerable increase from the last price of $4,000 specified in 1907 (see above).  Elmer – also known as L. Elmer Armstrong – had been listed as a clerk living in his father’s house in 1920,
 but upon his father’s death he incorporated the Wilson Stove and Manufacturing Company and became its President.
  However, in the depths of the Great Depression, he was replaced as President with Wilson Stove
 and became a hardwareman with Sears Roebuck & Co.
  He subsequently became a salesman,
 assistant manager,
 and then department manager,
 for Sears. In 1940, when the younger Elmer Armstrong became 45 years old, the property was transferred directly to him, and a transaction was executed in the following year to include his wife.
  

Armstrong sold ownership of the house in 1948 for $12,250 – a reduction from the price assigned when Armstrong originally inherited beneficial use of the property.  The purchasers were Victor and Jennie Messinger.
  However, Armstrong continued to live in the property until approximately 1951.
  At the same time, the Messingers also took up residence, and Victor Messinger established his medical practice in the building as well.
  

Dr. Victor Messinger was a physician, industrialist, and civic leader in Easton.  He had moved to Easton in 1904;  had a private medical practice for more than 50 years;  and was medical examiner for the public school district for some 40 years.
  He became chief of the department of medicine at Easton Hospital in 1927, later becoming chief of the medical staff at the hospital, and became the chief emeritus in 1941.  He was an examining physician for draft boards in both World Wars.
  


In 1953, the Messingers transferred title to the property to their widowed daughter,
 but continued to live in the house.
  She sold a small strip at the back in 1963,
 and then sold the rest of the property in 1964 for $11,000
 – yet a further price decrease.  The purchaser in 1964 was Julia Hriskos,
 who took up residence with her husband Theodore and her daughter Bessie.  Theodore managed an Easton restaurant known as “James Lunch” at 169 Northampton Street, and Bessie was a waitress there.
  Theodore S. Hriskos (born in 1890) had operated various restaurants in Easton since 1922;  he owned and operated James Lunch for 20 years until his death in 1967.
  Bessie then took over James Lunch, assisted by her mother,
 but by 1971 it was closed, Julia had retired, and Bessie had become a waitress at the Turnabout Diner in Phillipsburg.
  Julia Hriskos transferred ownership of the house to her daughter in 1993,
 and died two years later at age 88 (she had been born in Greece in 1907).
  Bessie Hriskos died in 2001 at age 74.
  Her estate sold the house to Maria Kastrinakis the following year, for $108,000.
  Ms. Kastrinakis is an artist fashion designer who until recently operated the Project Blue Art Gallery and Workshop in the house.
  She used the “third-floor turret room” for her studio.
 
� 	Easton Heritage Alliance, 24th Annual House Tour 19 (15 May 2004).   The City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone B (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982) simply identified the style as “Victorian”. 


� 	William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, [Etc.] 126 (William H. Boyd 1860)(Melchior Mixsell, millwright, house at 36 Bushkill Street under numbering scheme in effect at that time). 


� 	D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874)(M. Mixsell, second building from Bushkill Street).


� 	See Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 99 (1873)(Melchior Mixsell at 34 Bushkill Street, under the numbering scheme in effect at that time);  Deed, Maggie Mixsell, Individually and as Executor of the Wills of Melchoir Mixsell and Mary C. Mixsell, et al., to Sabina Odenwelder, A28  393 (8 Apr. 1897)(“one of the frame houses and lots mentioned in the will of Melchoir Mixsell deceased and one of the lots adjoining the homestead mentioned in the will”);  Obituary, “MIXSELL”, Easton Daily Argus, Fri., 21 Apr. 1882, p.4, col.3 (Melchior Mixsell was the late resident at the corner of Bushkill and 2nd Streets);  accord, William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, [Etc.] 126 (William H. Boyd 1860)(Melchior Mixsell, millwright, house at 36 Bushkill Street under numbering scheme in effect at that time);  Fitzgerald & Dillon, Easton Directory for 1870-71  64 (Ringwalt & Brown 1870)(M. Mixsell house at 36 Bushkill Street);  Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Thurs., 4 Dec. 1873, p.3, col.6 (residence of Melchoir Mixsell assigned 202 Bushkill Street address);  Webb Bros. & Co., Webb’s Easton and Phillipsburg Directory 1875-6  89 (M.J. Riegel 1875)(Melchior Mixsell house at 202 Bushkill Street);  J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc,] Directory for 1877  110 (M.J. Riegel 1877)(M. Mixsell residence at 202 Bushkill Street);  J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1879  121 (M.J. Riegel 1879)(Melchior Mixsell residence at 202 Bushkill Street).  See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 202 Bushkill Street.  


� 	Deed, Silas C. (Mary) Cook to Melchor Mixsell, G7  476 (16 Feb. 1846)(sale price $800 for “Messuage or Tenement and Lot” measuring 30’ X 110’, adjacent to other land that Mixsell owned to the North).   


	In 1860, Mixsell and his neighbor to the West agreed to close a 10’ private alley running from Bushkill Street between their properties, and split the land between them.  Deed, Melchoir (Margaret) Mixsell and Samuel M. (Eliza C.) Cummings, B10  138 (28 Apr. 1860).  


� 	Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Sat., 28 Nov. 1873, p.3, col.4. 


� 	Obituary, “MIXSELL”, Easton Daily Argus, Fri., 21 Apr. 1882, p.4, col.3 (Melchior Mixsell was the late resident at the corner of Bushkill and 2nd Streets);  see Henry F. Marx (compiler), IV Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1871 – 1884 Newspaper Extracts 1232 (Easton Area Public Library 1935)(died at age 84 on 19 Apr. 1882). 


� 	Deed, Maggie Mixsell, Individually and as Executor of the Wills of Melchoir Mixsell and Mary C. Mixsell, et al., to Sabina Odenwelder, A28  393 (8 Apr. 1897)(Melchoir Mixsell’s will proved 29 Apr. 1892;  “one of the frame houses and lots mentioned in the will of Melchoir Mixsell deceased and one of the lots adjoining the homestead mentioned in the will”). 


	Robert Odenwelder was apparently a farmer in Palmer Township.  See 1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1163, p.224B (Robert Odenwelder, farmer age 44, with wife Sabina and a large family in Palmer Twp.).  He had died on 3 December 1894 in Easton.  Sabina (nee Sandt of Forks Township) was his second wife, married in 1877.  Jane S. Moyer (compiler), XIV Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1885 – 1902 Newspaper Extracts 71 (Easton Area Public Library 1976);  Obituary, “ODENWELDER”, Easton Express, 3 Dec. 1894, p.2, col.4 (age 68).  [The 10-year age disparity in these two records may be due to a typographical error in one of them.]  See also   George W. West (compiler), Directory of Easton [Etc.] 105 (George W. West 1894)(Robert Odenwelder at “house Odenwelder”). 


� 	1900 Census, Series T623, Roll 1447, p.62B (Sabina Odenwelder, age 61, at 134 North 2nd Street).  


� 	Deed, Sabina Odenwelder to Bessie Shipman, G35  243 (15 May 1906)(sale price $3,100)  This sale price is only $200 more than Mrs. Odenwelder’s purchase price in 1897 (see above).  


� 	Deed, Bessie Shipman to Onofrio Sacchetti, C36  181 (25 Aug. 1906)(sale price $3,300).  


� 	Deed, Onofrio (Rose A.) Sacchetti to William C. Kelly, B37  450 (26 Aug. 1907)($4,000);  see Deed, William C. (Elmira) Kelly to George A. Laubach, Trustee, B37  454 (26 Aug. 1907)(sale price $1 and other consideration). 


� 	Deed, George A. (Lau[r]a Louise) Laubach, Trustee, to Mary H.Y. Frey, F37  447 (25 May 1908)(sale price $4,000).  


� 	Deed,  Mary H.Y. (Charles E.) Frey to Frank W. Stewart, Jr., C41  119 (30 Oct. 1913)(sale price $1 for property including a “messuage, tenement and lot”);  Deed, Frank W. Stewart, Jr. to Charles E. Frey, C41  121 (30 Oct. 1913)(sale price $1, same property description).  


� 	But see Easton Heritage Alliance, 24th Annual House Tour 19 (15 May 2004)(stating that the house was built c.1897);  City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone B (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982)(built c.1870-90). 


� 	Obituary, Charles E. Frey, Easton Express, Mon., 18 Sept. 1916, p.5, col.3 (died on Sunday = 17 September).  


� 	Deed, Mary H. Frey and Harry Terrel Frey, Executors of the Will of Charles E. Frey, et al., to Elmer Rozell Armstrong, A44  618 (31 Mar. 1917)(sale price $1;  recitals identify Mary H. Frey as Charles E. Frey’s widow, and Harry Terrel Frey as Charles E. Frey’s son).  


� 	Obituary, “Easton Man and Wife And Hackettstown Woman Killed In Florida Crossing Accident”, Easton Express, Fri., 3 Feb. 1922, p.1, cols.1-3.  


� 	Charles M. Barnard (compiler),  West’s Directory for City of Easton 132 (Union Publishing Co. 1920).    


� 	See H.P. Delano (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton Pennsylvania 100 (Union Publishing Co. Inc. 1925)(advertisement giving 1894 as the date the firm was established).  


� 	Obituary, “Easton Man and Wife And Hackettstown Woman Killed In Florida Crossing Accident”, Easton Express, Fri., 3 Feb. 1922, p.1, cols.1-3.   They were part of a party of vacationers driving from Jacksonville to Miami;  the crash occurred about 20 miles North of Miami.  Id.  A suggestion was made that the crash was caused in part by a billboard that obsctured the driver’s view of the oncoming train, and muffled its sound.  Article, “Dr. Armstrong Tells of Crash”, Easton Express, Wed., 8 Feb. 1922, p.1, col.3 (information from Armstrong’s son, after his return from Florida to make arrangements for his parents’ bodies).  


� 	Deed, Margaret (Edwin H.) Halstead, Donald (Eunice) Armstrong, and Elmer (Mary) Armstrong (heirs of Elmer Rozell Armstrong) to Donald Armstrong, Trustee for Elmer Armstrong, D50  541 (5 Dec. 1922)(sale price $15,000).  


� 	Charles M. Barnard (compiler),  West’s Directory for City of Easton 133 (Union Publishing Co. 1920). 


� 	See H.P. Delano (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton Pennsylvania 100, 143 (Union Publishing Co. Inc. 1925)(advertisement for Wilson Stove and Manufacturing Company showing that it was incorporated on 12 April 1922 – shortly after the senior Elmer Armstrong’s death – and street listing showing L. Elmer Armstrong as the President);  accord, West’s Easton Pa. and Phillipsburg, N.J. Directory 116, 605 (R.L. Polk & Co. of Philadelphia 1930);  see also Easton Heritage Alliance, 24th Annual House Tour 20 (15 May 2004)(President of Wilson Stove and Manufacturing Company). 


� 	West’s Easton, Pa and Phillipsburg, NJ Directory 580 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1932)(Wilson Stove & Mfg. Co. at 211 Northampton Street run by Philip Baty). 


� 	West’s Easton, Pa and Phillipsburg, NJ Directory 96 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1932)(L. Elmer Armstrong “hdwmn” Sears Roebuck & Co., home at 134 North 2nd Street).  


� 	Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1937-38  39 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1937);  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1942  43 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1942).


� 	Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1944-45  33 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1944).


� 	Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1947  35 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1947). 


� 	Deed, Donald Armstrong, Trustee for Elmer Armstrong, to Elmer Armstrong, A71  548 (26 July 1940)(sale price $1).  A year later, a pair of transactions put the property into the joint ownership of Armstrong and his wife.  Deed, Elmer Armstrong (a/k/a L.Elmer Armstrong) and Mary S. Armstrong to Edward S. McCluskey, E72  240 (22 Nov. 1941);  Deed, Edward S. McCluskey to L. Elmer (Mary S.) Armstrong, E72  241 (22 Nov. 1941)(sale price $1). 


� 	Deed, L. Elmer (Mary S.) Armstrong to Victor S. (Jennie L.) Messinger, G84  35 (1 Dec. 1948)(sale price $12,500).  


� 	Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1949  35 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1949)(L. Elmer Armstrong resident at 134 North 2nd Street);  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1951  35 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1951)(same).


� 	Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1949  343 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1949)(Victor S. and Jennie Messinger resident at 134 North 2nd Street, and Victor’s medical practice at the same address);  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1951  343 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1951)(same).  


� 	Obituary, “Dr. V.S. Messinger Dies – Retired Easton hospital Medical Chief, School Physician, Was 87”, Easton Express, Mon., 3 June 1963, p.1, cols.4-5;  see Easton Heritage Alliance, 24th Annual House Tour 20 (15 May 2004).  


� 	Obituary, “Dr. V.S. Messinger Dies – Retired Easton hospital Medical Chief, School Physician, Was 87”, Easton Express, Mon., 3 June 1963, p.1, cols.4-5.  He also ran for public office twice, but was defeated.   


� 	Deed, Victor S. (Jennie L.) Messinger to Olivia Messinger Clerke, E95  129 (24 Dec. 1953)(sale price $1; recitals identify the grantee as a widow, and as the daughter of the grantors).  


� 	See Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1953  36, 362 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1953)( Victor S. and Jennie Messinger resident at 134 North 2nd Street, and Victor’s medical practice at the same address, and no listing for L. Elmer Armstrong as a resident at 134 North 2nd Street);  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1955  461 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1955)(same);  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1956  514 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1956)(same);  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1959  323 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1959)(Victor S. Messinger, physician for Easton-Forks Joint School System, at 134 North 2nd Street);  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1962  220 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1962);  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1963  233 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1963)(Victor S. Messinger house at 134 North 2nd Street).  


� 	Deed, Olivia Messinger Clerke to Joseph T. Urban, 207  331 (20 June 1963).  


� 	Deed, Olivia Messinger Clerke to Julia Hriskos, 209  345 (8 Jan. 1964)(sale price $11,000). 


� 	Deed, Olivia Messinger Clerke to Julia Hriskos, 209  345 (8 Jan. 1964). 


� 	See, e.g., Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1964  162, Street and Ave. Guide 3 (R.L. Polk & Co., Inc. 1964);  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1965  159-60, 166 (R.L. Polk & Co., Inc. 1965);  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1966  169, 177 (R.L. Polk & Co., Inc. 1966);  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1967  240 (R.L. Polk & Co., Inc. 1967);  see also Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1964  162, 168 (R.L. Polk & Co., Inc. 1964)(Bessie Hriskos waitress at James Lunch and resident at 134 North 2nd Street, no residential listing for Theodore or Julia Hriskos but Theodore identified as the principal at James Lunch);  Easton Heritage Alliance, 24th Annual House Tour 20 (15 May 2004).    


� 	Obituary, “Theodore S. Hriskos, Restaurant Operator”, Easton Express, Tues., 5 Sept. 1967, p.20, col.3.  


� 	See Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1968  246, 255 (R.L. Polk & Co., Inc. 1968);  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1969  246, 255 (R.L. Polk & Co., Inc. 1969);  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1970  222, 231 (R.L. Polk & Co., Inc. 1970).  


� 	Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1971  232, 241 (R.L. Polk & Co., Inc. 1971)(Julia Hriskos, retired widow of Theodore Hriskos, and Bessie (now a waitress) living at 134 North 2nd Street; no James Lunch listing).  James Lunch was replaced at 169 Northampton Street by the Blue Moon Café, managed by Anthony Michael.  Id. at 44, Street and Ave. Guide 194.  


� 	See Deed, Julia Hriskos to Bessie Hriskos, 900  474 (29 June 1993)(sale price $1;  handwritten note on recorded indenture indicates a conveyance from mother to daughter).  


� 	Obituary, “Julia Hriskos, born in Greece”, Express-Times, Thurs., 28 Sept. 1995, p.B-7, col.3.  


� 	Obituary, “Bessie Hriskos, Easton Native”, Express-Times, Tues., 25 Sept. 2001, p.B-4, col.5.  She had been born on 9 May 1927 in Easton.  


� 	Deed, Esther Lirakis, Executrix of the Estate of Bessie Hriskos, to Maria Kastrinakis, 2002-1-079969 (8 Mar.2002)(sale price $108,000).  


� 	See Susan Haas, “Designer of possibilities ** Maria Kastrinakis lives her dream of inspiring young artists at Project Blue”, Morning Call, 4 Jan. 2004, p.E-1;  see also Geoff Gehman, “Easton gallery / studio tour a feast for the senses”, Morning Call, 30 Oct. 2003, p.E-7.    


� 	Easton Heritage Alliance, 24th Annual House Tour 19 (15 May 2004).  





