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Bercaw Residence  (118 North Second Street) 


3-story white brick, with south-facing bay window on third floor.  The style has been identified as “Greek Revival”, with building dates c.1774 and 1820.
 
    
Abraham Bercaw moved to this house from the Cudjo House on Sitgreaves Street in the early 1870s.  Prior to the inauguration of the modern street numbering scheme in 1874, Abraham Bercaw’s residence was listed at 62 North 2nd Street.
  This was assigned to 118 North 2nd Street in 1874.
  Abraham Bercaw and his family continued in residence into the 1880s.
  Bercaw at this time was a partner in the Welch & Co. liquor store in the first floor of the Masonic Hall at the corner of South Third and Ferry Streets (44 South Third St.).
  He apparently became the sole named owner of that firm in the late 1870s.
  Abraham Bercaw’s son, Charles, joined his father’s liquor business as a clerk.
  After Abraham Bercaw died on 10 Oct. 1885, Charles succeeded his father as the owner.
   

In 1900, still the home of Katherine Bercaw (apparently the merchant’s widow, listed as Catherine in 1880), age 81, with two grown children.
  
� 	City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone B (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982). 


� 	Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 54 (1873).  For Bercaw’s prior residence, see separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Cudjo House at 63 North Sitgreaves Street, and sources cited therein.  


� 	Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Sat., 28 Nov. 1873, p.3, col.4;  see also Webb Bros. & Co., Webb’s Easton and Phillipsburg Directory 1875-6  26 (M.J. Riegel 1875)(Abraham Bercaw of Welch & Co. at the corner of 3rd and Ferry Streets, residence at 120 North 2nd Street);  J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1877  80 (M.J. Riegel 1877)(Abraham Bercaw of Welch & Co., residence at 118 North 2nd Street).   The 1875 number might include another numbered door to the residence.   


� 	1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.382C (age 61, Merchant Liquor, wife Catherine, son William and three daughters);  J.H. Lant & Son, Easton [Etc.] Directory 1881-2 (1881).  See also D.G. Beers (surveyor), Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874)(A. Bercaw).      


� 	J.H. Lant & Son, Easton Etc.] Directory 1881-2 (1881)(A. Bercaw, liquors, 3rd cor. Ferry);  D.G. Beers (surveyor), Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874)(Abm. Bercaw in Welch & Co., “Dealers in Wines, Brandies, Gins, Champagne, Rum, all kinds of Whiskies, Scotch Ale, Porter, Bitters, &c., Masonic Hall, cor. 3d and Ferry Sts.”).   See also Roscoe (Rambler) Lawrence, “The Rambler”, The Community Press, typewritten transcription in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library (bearing Library accession stamp dated 8 June 1979)(in 1890s, Charlie Bercaw kept the liquor store). 


� 	See J.H. Lant & Son, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1881-82 17 (1881)(A. Bercaw, Liquors &c;  home at 118 N. 2nd);  American Journal of Progress, “Greater Easton of To-day” 15 (originally printed c.1903 during Mayor B. Rush Field’s second 3-year term, reprinted courtesy of W-Graphics);  separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 44 South 3rd Street.  


� 	Obituary, “Chas. Bercaw Dead At 80”, Easton Express, Wed., 8 Jan. 1930 , p.1, col.4 (clerked for his father);  see 1880 Census, Series T623, Roll 1447, p.71B (Charles Bercaw, Liquor Dealer, age 51 and family residence at 343 Bushkill Street).   J.H. Lant & Son, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1881-82 17 (1881)(A. Bercaw, Liquors &c;  home at 118 N. 2nd).   


	See also American Journal of Progress, “Greater Easton of To-day” 15 (originally printed c.1903 during Mayor B. Rush Field’s 2nd 3-year term, reprinted courtesy of W-Graphics), which claims that Charles succeeded to his father’s business in 1879.  This date is contradicted by the 1881 City Directory, which showed that the business was still his father’s, and by Charles’s obituary, which indicated that he did not succeed to ownership until his father’s death in 1885 (see below).  It could, however, represent the beginning of Charles’s clerkship.  


� 	Obituary, “Chas. Bercaw Dead At 80”, Easton Express, Wed., 8 Jan. 1930 , p.1, col.4;  see  American Journal of Progress, “Greater Easton of To-day” 15 (originally printed c.1903 during Mayor B. Rush Field’s second 3-year term, reprinted courtesy of W-Graphics).  The latter article claims that Charles succeeded to his father’s business in 1879, but that date is incorrect;  the 1881 City Directory still listed the business as belonging to the father, Abraham Bercaw.  J.H. Lant & Son, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1881-82 17 (1881)(A. Bercaw, Liquors &c;  home at 118 N. 2nd).  


� 	1900 Census, Series T623, Roll 1447, p.62B (with son William, age 52 and a daughter).  





