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(Photo by Richard F. Hope) 
Library Hall  (32 North Second Street, now Archive – Map Reference H).


Two-story, 3-bay brick Federal style building, with “long rounded windows and brackets under the roof eaves”.
  The property is part of original town Lot No. 71, as surveyed by William Parsons when Easton was established in 1752.
  Catharine Kessler informally occupied that Lot, in a house built before 1779, and fenced in the vacant Lot No.69 next door.
  She fomally purchased Lot No.71 from the Penn Family in 1789.
  Although not indicated in her deed, Mrs. Kessler’s purchase was made for the benefit of the estate of Catharine Kessler’s dead husband, Leonard Kessler, Jr., with provision for Catharine Kessler to have a “life estate” in that property during her lifetime, and the property was to be sold after her death (with proceeds to be distributed among the children).  After Catharine Kessler died, the estate sold the property to John Ross in 1808 for $906;
  that sale was confirmed a year later by the children and heirs of Catharine Kessler, at a further cost to Ross of $50.
  Ross was “one of the leading lawyers of that day, and afterwards became a member of Congress, a Judge of the District Court, and also of the Supreme Court of [Pennsylvania].”
  He was also appointed as Easton’s second Postmaster by President John Adams on 1 Oct. 1797, but only held that office for only nine months.
  

In 1810, Ross resold a portion of Lot No.71 in 1810 to Rev. Christian Endress, for $453.
  Endress was the pastor of the Lutheran congregations in Easton and several surrounding communities from 25 November 1801 until 1815, except for one year’s absence in New York state.
  He was fluent in both English and German.
  Rev. Endress sold a piece of this property carved out at the corner of Fermor (now 2nd) Street and Church Alley (now Church Street) to the Easton Library Association for their Library Hall in 1814, for $400 (payable in two equal installments).
  

· Rev. Endress had also acquired another piece of land in the rear of this property, measuring 45’ along what is today called Church Street, and 145’ deep.  This parcel was part of original town Lot No.71, but also extended into Lot No.69 next door.  Rev. Endress sold that rear parcel to Samuel Sitgreaves in 1812, for $450.
  

· In 1814, Rev. Endress also sold a portion of the property fronting on North Fermor (now 2nd) Street, lying next to Library Hall (see below), to Samuel Sitgreaves, for $320.

The Easton Library Company was originally organized at a meeting in “Chippy” White’s “Easton Hotel” on 14 January 1811.  The meeting’s Chairman was Easton town father Samuel Sitgreaves,
 who wrote the Articles of Incorporation,
 donated the first books,
 and subscribed to 3 shares of stock (instead of the usual 1 share – there were initially 94 subscribers).
  In July 1811, the Library Association “agreed with Mr. Peter Miller for his Frame House situated in Pomfret Street, for the use of said House rent free until the first day of April next”, and authorized the purchase of a bookcase, table, chairs, and other equipment to open the Library.
  

· After Peter Miller’s long career, he was referred to as one of the three “rich men of Easton”,
 and as Easton’s “merchant prince” and “philanthropist”.
   His residence was on Northampton Street, on the site of the present Two Rivers Landing.
  By the time of his death in 1847 Miller owned some 19 pieces of property in Easton.
  At least two of these properties had frontage on Pomfret Street.
  
The Library opened in Peter Miller’s “office” building
 at 4 pm on Saturday, 13 July 1811.  It had hours on Saturday and Tuesdays
 for 2 hours per week (4 hours in winter), with fines for overdue books and a $1 fine assessed for loaning a book to a non-subscriber.
  During the first year, the Library acquired 449 books, 121 of them donated and the remaining 328 purchased.  These were catalogued by size: 
“ten volumes in Quarto, two hundred thirty five in Octavo, and two hundred and four volumes in Duodecimo”.
  

The book titles indicate that they were in English,
 notwithstanding that a principal man of affairs in the Library Association’s business was Christian J. Hütter,
 the publisher of German-and English-language newspapers
 and probably the largest German language bookseller in Pennsylvania at the beginning of the 19th Century.
   

After the period of free rent was over, Peter Miller began charging $30 per year for the use of his building.  The Library Association agreed,
 but in the mean time applied to the Easton Academy for space to house the Library.
  The Academy was located on Academy Hill, on the East side of North 2nd Street.
  However, the Library’s request was refused.
  The Association then decided to build its own Library Hall building.  Rev. Endress – who had been the Library Association’s first formal President
 – offered to sell a piece of his ground at the corner of Fermor (now 2nd) Street and the alley now called Church Street, for $400 payable in two annual installments.  The Library Association agreed,
 and at the same time authorized a committee “to erect Such a Brick Building for the accommodation of the Books” to be not more than 22’ X 20’ “and one Story high”.
  In May, a representative of the Masonic Order appeared at a Board of Directors meeting and offered to bear half the cost of the building and the lot, if the existing building could be replaced by a new one two stories high, the upper floor to be used by the Masons.  The Library Association’s Board rejected this proposal.
  Although unable to complete the building in 1814,
 the original Library Hall building was finished in June 1815.
     

· In the mid-1800s, Library Hall was listed as 18 North 2nd Street under the street numbering scheme then in effect.
 


The Library Company was adversely affected by the Civil War,
 and in 1864 the building was deeded to the Easton School Board,
 which took over operation of the library
 and extended borrower’s status to high school students.
  A Library Association was formed in 1895 for the purpose of opening the library to all town residents, which achieved this reorganization in 1901, and allowed the library to be considered for an Andrew Carnegie grant to built a new library building.
  Carnegie offered a $50,000 grant in 1901, on condition that Easton obtain land on which to build it, and raise a tax levy to maintain it.  The School Board initially rejected the offer, but changed their minds when a delegation of Easton citizens promised that donations (mostly anonymous) would cover the cost of the land.
  Library Hall continued to serve as the town library until 1903, when the new Carnegie library building was opened.
  The Library Hall building then became the school district’s administrative offices.  Extensively refurbished, it is still in commercial use today.
  (Map Reference H)
� 	See Article, “Library Got Its Start on 2nd Street”, Easton Express, Thurs., 25 Aug. 1977, p.26, cols.1-3. 


� 	Compare A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937) with Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org.  


� 	Charles de Krafft, Map of Easton Original Town Lots (from the collection of Luigi “Lou” Ferone (“Mr. Easton”) auctioned 27 Feb. 2010, said to have been used by the Penn clerks for notations to keep track of the town lots c.1779-1801)(Lot Nos.71 and 69).


� 	Deed, John Penn and Richard Penn to Catharine Kessler, D3  24 (4 Dec.. 1789).   


	Lot No.69 was sold to Nicholas Kern.  See Deed, John Penn and Richard Penn to Nicholas Kern, G2  422 (20 Sept. 1802);  A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937).  


� 	Deed, Peter Nungesser, Executor of the Will of Leonard Kessler, to John Ross, F3  251 (5 Apr. 1808)(sale price $906, reciting that Leonard Kessler’s will had  been proved in Northampton County Orphan’s Court on 20 Sept. 1785, while Catharine Kessler was “recently deceased”). 


� 	Release Indenture, Christopher Kessler, et al., Children and Heirs of Leonard and Catharine Kessler to John Ross, F3  253 (5 Apr. 1809)(sale price $50). 


� 	Rev. Uzal W. Condit, History of Easton, Penn’a 180 (George W. West 1885 / 1889);  see also Deed, William Runkle, Trustee for sale of real estate of [Camilla] Ihrie, to Jacob Hay, F13  559 (30 Mar. 1872)(Ross was an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania).   


� 	Rev. Uzal W. Condit, History of Easton, Penn’a 180-81, 183 (George W. West 1885 / 1889);  accord, C.M. Sitgreaves (compiler), Resources and Industries of Easton, PA, South Easton, and Phillipsburg, N.J. at The Forks of the Delaware! 45 (Geo. W. West 1889);  see Scott Hill, A Self Guided Tour . . . Historic Forks of the Delaware 7 (Eagle Scout Project 29 April 1992);  Ken Klabunde, “Postcard Korner: The Easton Post Office”, Easton Irregular 3 (June 2009).  


� 	Deed, John (Mary) Ross to Rev. Christian Endress, F3  298 (8 Dec. 1810).


� 	Barbara Fretz Kempton, A History of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of Easton, Pennsylvania 1740-1940 37, 49 (Easton: The John s. Correll Co., Inc. Easton 1940).  


� 	Barbara Fretz Kempton, A History of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of Easton, Pennsylvania 1740-1940 38 (Easton: The John s. Correll Co., Inc. Easton 1940).  


� 	Easton Library Association, Minute Book 62, 63, 64 (original handwritten volume in possession of Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library). 


� 	See Deed, Rev. Christian (Margaret) Endress to Samuel Sitgreaves, G3  363 (3 March 1812)(and recitals).  Lot No. 69 had been sold by the Penn Family in 1802.  Deed, John Penn and Richard Penn to Nicholas Kern, G2  422 (20 Sept. 1802).  Kern had sold it to Jacob Arndt Jr., who in turn had sold it to Rev. Christian Endress.  Deed, Nicholas (Barbara) Kern to Jacob Arndt Jr., B3  292 (3 Jan. 1805);  Deed, Jacob (Elizabeth) Arndt Jr. to Rev. Christian Endress, (27 Aug. 1807). 


� 	Deed, Rev. Christian (Margaret) Endress to Samuel Sitgreaves, B4  296 (12 Mar. 1814)(sale price $320 for property measuring 24’ on Fermor Street X 70’ deep, starting 24’ from Church Alley). 


� 	Easton Library Association, Minute Book 1 (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library);  see Article, “City’s First Library Established in 1811, Present Public Institution Dates Back to 1903, Succeeding Subscription Projects”, Easton express, Saturday, 12 June 1927, Jubilee Section B, p.13;  see also Scott Hill, A Self Guided Tour . . . Historic Forks of the Delaware 7 (Eagle Scout Project, 29 Apr. 1992);  Historic Easton, Inc., Holiday Preservation Tour of Historic Easton, discussed in Site No.3 (9 Dec. 1978).


� 	Historic Easton, Inc., Annual House Tour, Site #16 (18 May 1985).   The text of these original Articles is set out in Easton Library Association, Minute Book (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library). 


� 	Article, “City’s First Library Established in 1811, Present Public Institution Dates Back to 1903, Succeeding Subscription Projects”, Easton express, Saturday, 12 June 1927, Jubilee Section B, p.13;  see Article, “Library Got Its Start on 2nd Street”, Easton Express, Thurs., 25 Aug. 1977, p.26, cols.1-3.    


� 	Easton Library Association, Minute Book 17 (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library);  see Article, “City’s First Library Established in 1811, Present Public Institution Dates Back to 1903, Succeeding Subscription Projects”, Easton express, Saturday, 12 June 1927, Jubilee Section B, p.13 (94 subscribers);  Easton Area Public Library Website, www.eastonpl.org/History.htm (accessed 31 Dec. 2007)(100 shares of stock sold).  


� 	Easton Library Association, Minute Book 14 (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library)(Meeting of Library Association Board of Directors, Monday, 8 July 1811);  see also id. at 37 (First Year’s Report of President Christian Endress, 2 May 1812).  See also Article, “City’s First Library Established in 1811, Present Public Institution Dates Back to 1903, Succeeding Subscription Projects”, Easton express, Saturday, 12 June 1927, Jubilee Section B, p.13;  Scott Hill, A Self Guided Tour . . . Historic Forks of the Delaware 7 (Eagle Scout Project, 29 Apr. 1992).


� 	Article, “Rich Men”, Easton Argus, Thurs., 21 Nov. 1861, p.2, col.3.   The other two identified by the Argus were Col. Thomas McKeen and Hon. David D. Wagener.  See generally separate entries for the Wagner Mansion (Pomfret Club) at 33 South 4th Street (owned by David Wagener’s son) and the Col. Thomas McKeen Mansion at 231 Spring Garden Street.  


� 	Floyd S. Bixler, The History with Reminiscences of the Early Taverns and Inns of Easton, 12 (Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1931)( Paper Read before the Northampton County Historical Society at the St. Crispin Anniversary Dinner at the Lafayette Hotel on 25 Oct. 1930);  accord, William J. Heller, Historic Easton From the Window of a Trolley-Car 72 (The Express Printing Co., Inc., 1912, reprinted by Genealogical Researchers, 1984)(“famous Easton philanthropist and merchant”).   See separate entries on www.WalkingEaston.com for Library Hall, 32 North Second Street, and The Log Cabin Lot / Peter Miller Building, 209-17 Northampton Street.  


� 	For a more complete history of Peter Miller, see separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Two Rivers Landing at 30 Centre Square.  


� 	See separate entry for Two Rivers Landing, 30 Centre Square;  Peter Miller Estate Inventories, Northampton County Orphan’s Court File No. 5516. 


� 	One of these properties was located at the corner of Bushkill Street and Pomfret Street.  It is known to have had a brick building on it at about the time Peter Miller died (rather than a “Frame House”), although it is possible that there was an earlier or additional house on the property.  See Deed, James M. (Eliza) Porter and Matthew Hale (Mary F.) Jones to Peter Miller and Samuel Wilhelm, C8  94 (21 Nov. 1849)(recitals regarding Tract No.28 of attached Estimate). 


	Another of Peter Miller’s properties covered the West side of South Pomfret (now South 3rd) Street, from Centre Square to Pine Street.  See Deed, Peter (Elizabeth) Miller (of Ohio) and Samuel (Mary) Wilhelm to James M. Porter and Matthew Hale Jones, B8  1 (1 Nov. 1849)(Tract No.15 of the attached Estimate Schedule of lands that had previously belonged to Peter Miller, deceased).  This centrally-located Lot had a stone hotel built in the early 1800s by Henry Bush, which had later been run by Bush’s widow and consequently became known as Widow Bush’s Hotel.  See William J. Heller, Historic Easton from the Window of a Trolley-Car 63 (Express Printing Co. and Harmony Press, 1911/1912, reprinted 1984);  see also James A. Wright, Colonial Taverns of Northampton County, Pennsylvania 6 (1993).  This Centre Square hotel likely had one or more additional frame out-buildings along its 120’ of frontage on Pomfret Street, which could have been the location of the first Easton Library.  After Peter Miller’s death, the Widow Bush’s Hotel property (among others) was paid as a fee to the heir’s lawyers for their work in an inheritance dispute litigation – in particular, to lawyer James Madison Porter (the principal founder of Lafayette College).  Porter’s family replaced the Widow Bush’s Hotel on the property with the brick “Porter’s Block” building, which was later incorporated into the Alpha Building.  See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 1 Centre Square, and sources cited therein.


� 	Easton Library Association, Minute Book 37 (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library).


� 	Easton Library Association, Minute Book 23 (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library). 


� 	Scott Hill, A Self Guided Tour . . . Historic Forks of the Delaware 7 (Eagle Scout Project, 29 Apr. 1992).  The initial subscription rules are set out in Easton Library Association, Minute Book 19-21 (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library). 


� 	Easton Library Association, Minute Book 37 (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library)(First Year’s Report by President Christian Endress, 2 May 1812).  See also A Brief History & Architectural Tour of EASTON, PENNSYLVANIA, “Library Hall”, www.easton-pa.com/History/HistoricEaston.htm (accessed 2 Jan. 2005)(early Library contained 700 books – but this total appears to include books in the catalog at the end of the Minute Book that was continuously maintained after the first year). 


� 	A running catalog of the books donated and purchased was maintained in the back of the Easton Library Association, Minute Book  (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library).


� 	See Easton Library Association, Minute Book 44, 60 (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library).


� 	The Northampton Correspondent and its English-language counterpart, the Easton Centinel.  See Frank Reeder (compiler), Record of the Family and Descendants of Colonel Christian Jacob Hutter of Easton, Penn’a 1771-1907 3 (Easton Sentinel 1907);  Editorial, Easton Sentinel, Friday, 24 May 1839, p.2, col.1;  Alfred Lewis Shoemaker, A Check List of Imprints of the German Press of Northampton County Pennsylvania, 1766 – 1905, with Biographies of the Printers 23 (Vol. IV in the publications of the Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1943);  see also Article, “The Argus”, Easton Argus, Wednesday, 17 March 1875, p.3, col.1 (distinguishing Christian J. Hutter from Col. William B. Hutter, publisher of The Argus).  


� 	Dr. Hermann Wellenreuther (University of Göttingen), Lecture on Christian J. Hütter (Bachmann House (Easton): sponsored by Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 7 May 2010). 


� 	Easton Library Association, Minute Book 44 (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library). 


� 	Easton Library Association, Minute Book 60 (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library). 


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for Wolf Building and McCartney School at 45 North 2nd Street. 


� 	Easton Library Association, Minute Book 61 (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library). 


� 	See Easton Library Association, Minute Book 36-40 (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library)(report of President Christian Endress on the Library Association’s first year of operation, 2 May 1812).


� 	Easton Library Association, Minute Book 62, 63, 64 (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library).


� 	Easton Library Association, Minute Book 62 (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library)(Meeting of Stockholders, 28 March 1814);  see id. at 65 (appointment of committee “to Superintend the Building of the Library Hall”).   


� 	Easton Library Association, Minute Book 66 (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library)(Board concluded that such a proposal would have to be referred to the Stockholders, and then voted not to make such a referral, effectively rejecting it).


� 	Easton Library Association, Minute Book 68 (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library)(report to a Special Meeting of the Board on 24 September 1814 that it was found ‘unprofitable to procure bricklayers at a sufficiently early period in order to finish the Library Hall this Season”, and completion would have to wait).


� 	Easton Library Association, Minute Book 76 (original handwritten notes in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library)(Special Meeting of Board of Directors, 30 June 1815:  “the Hall is now completely finished”);  see also id. at 71 (Report of President Abraham Horn to Stockholders, 6 May 1815, explaining that a brick building had been erected “which it is expected will be finished so as to be fit for immediate occupation in the space of four or five weeks”).   


� 	Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 67 (1873)(alphabetical listing for Easton Library).  See generally C[harles] Kitchen, A General Directory of the Borough of Easton PA 5 (Cole & Eichman’s Office, 1855)(building listing for Easton Library, showing 3rd and Church Streets).


� 	Hill, A Self Guided Tour, supra at 7.  


� 	Article, “City’s First Library Established in 1811”, supra.  


� 	Hill, A Self Guided Tour, supra at 7.


� 	Easton Area Public Library Website, www.eastonpl.org/History.htm (accessed 31 Dec. 2007).  


� 	Easton Area Public Library Website, www.eastonpl.org/History.htm (accessed 31 Dec. 2007). 


� 	Article, “School Board Votes to Accept Carnegie’s Offer”, Easton Daily Express, Friday, 12 April 1902, p.1.   Funds for the land were probably obtained in large part from Catherine Drake.  The Easton Area Public Library’s downstairs meeting room is today named after Catherine Drake.  See separate entry for the Catherine Drake Mansion, 121-23 North Third Street;  Richard F. Hope, “Third Street, Easton and the Drake Connection”, in Heritage Edition 12 (Easton Is Home, Summer 2007).    


� 	Easton Area Public Library Website, www.eastonpl.org/History.htm (accessed 31 Dec. 2007).  See generally Ronald W. Wynkoop, Sr., It Seems Like Yesterday 383 (self published 1989)(built in 1902, pictue c.1908);  id. at 199 (1967 photo of new addition to the Carnegie Library under construction). 


� 	Dr. Elinor Warner, Easton, Pennsylvania Walking Tour, for Pennsylvania Art Education Association Conference 2000, www.kutztown.edu/paea/paeaconf/2000/easton/walk_tour.html (accessed 4 Jan. 2005);  Dr. Elinor Warner, “Walking Tour” in Laini Abraham, laini’s little pocket guide to EASTON 42 (2nd ed. Sept. 2008-Aug.2009).  





