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(Photo 2009 by Richard F. Hope) 
Lerch House (21 North Second Street).  


3-story white brick, with small dormer in the pitched roof, in the “Federal” architectural style.
  Shared baker’s entryway with the house to the North. 

Part of the Bachmann Publick House Property


This building stands on a strip of land that was once part of the Bachmann Publick House property, stretching across original town Lot Nos. 23 and 24, as surveyed by William Parsons when Easton was established in 1752.
  Jacob Bachmann (spelled Baughman in the deed, and elsewhere sometimes spelled Bachman) obtained a formal land patent from the Penn Family for Lot No.24 (at the corner with Northampton Street) in 1754 for an annual quit rent of 7s.,
 and also obtained a loan and mortgage from a man named John Potts.


Potts foreclosed on the mortgage in 1761, and the tavern was purchased at a sheriff’s sale by George Taylor.
  Taylor was an Irish immigrant, became a successful businessman, XE "Taylor, George"  and would later sign the Declaration of Independence.
  During the time period that George Taylor owned the Bachmann Publick House in Easton, it was visited by George Washington XE "Washington, George" 

 XE "Adams, John" .
  Taylor had Theophilus Shannon operate the tavern for him in the 1770s, when it became known as “Shannon’s Tavern”.  John Adams recorded in his diary on the evening of 22 September 1779 that he dined “at Shannon’s in Easton at the Forks”, which probably refers to this tavern.
  


In 1779, George Taylor moved to New Jersey to operate a forge there, 
 and sold the Bachmann Publick House to Theophilus Shannon for £1,300.
  In another deed dated the same day, he also sold Shannon the “Stone Stable” at the NW corner of Northampton and Fermor (now 2nd) Streets for £100.
  Shannon continued to own it until 1795, when he sold it for only £540 to Philadelphia merchant John M. Taylor.
  Although the reason for the low price is not known for this article, we might speculate that Shannon was having financial difficulties and made a quick sale.  John M. Taylor was apparently a speculator who, after only 2½ years, resold the tavern for £1000  5s., making a quick profit.  The purchaser was Edward Mott, a merchant who had lately come from London.
  The inn then became known as Mott’s Tavern.
  Mott also formally purchased original town Lot Nos.23 and 22 – the next adjacent Lots to the East – from the Penn Family in 1806.
 

Separated from the Bachmann Publick House


In approximately 1811, Edward Mott apparently decided to move to Philadelphia to become a merchant
 and a manufacturer of “Paints and Colours”.
  In that year, Mott re-divided the two original town Lots, and sold off four strips of the land at the rear of the Bachmann Publick House property along Fermor (now 2nd) Street, parallel to what is now called Church Street.
  The property with the modern address of 21 North 2nd Street occupies the third of these strips (from the North).  The purchaser in 1811 was John Brotzman.
  Eight years later, the Sheriff seized four properties (including this one) from Broztman and sold them to cover some $13,318 in unpaid debt to the Bank of Pennsylvania.  The properties were purchased by the Bank.  At that time, the property that Brotzman had acquired from Mott had a brick house measuring 24’ X 32’ “with a kitchen adjoining and other appurtenances”.
  Accordingly, it is likely that the house was built by Brotzman, probably soon after he purchased it in 1811.
 

Having foreclosed on the property in 1819, the Bank of Pennsylvania sold the property in 1827, still with its brick house, to Catharine Lerch for $1,000.
  The Lerch Family held the property for well over a century.
  In 1860, Catherine Lerch (now age 61) was still in residence, apparently with two children, Eliza Lerch (age 40) and Reuben Lerch (age 37).
  In 1873, the residence of Reuben L. Lerch was listed at 11 North 2nd Street.
  With the inauguration of the modern street numbering scheme in 1874, the residence (then listed to Mrs. Lerch) was assigned the address of 21 North 2nd Street.
  


In 1880, the property had been leased as the residence of G[eorge] M. Reeder, editor and later (from 1870) proprietor 
 of the Easton Daily Express newspaper.  George Reeder was a son of Governor Andrew Reeder (first Territorial Governor of Kansas).
  
· George Reeder’s father, the Reeder family’s most famous member, was Andrew H. Reeder (1807-1864), an Easton attorney and politician who achieved fame (or notoriety) when he was appointed the Governor of Kansas Territory in 1854, and in May 1856 barely escaped the territory with his life as a result of disputes between the pro- and anti-slavery factions.
  Andrew Reeder’s home and office building were initially located at 14 South Third Street,
 and he later moved his home to Northampton Street.
  Governor Andrew Reeder died in 1864, at age 67, and is buried in Easton Cemetery Plot N-185.

George Reeder had moved to Kansas at age 21 (i.e. in 1860).  During the Civil War, he enlisted in the 1st Volunteer Kansas Infantry (part of the Union Army), and was commissioned a Captain in 1863.
  He died at age 46 in 1884, and his remains are currently buried in Easton Cemetery Plot N-185.
  

In 1937, the house had two apartments, one occupied by Emilie Lerch.
  However, the century of Lerch family interests now came to a close.  In 1940, the property was sold by the Lerch Family interests for $3,500 to Frank Weiss.
  The Weiss Family held the property for the next 45 years.
  The building became the location of the Weiss Florist shop, with apartments upstairs.
  By 1970, the name of the florist changed to the James R. Sailor florist shop,
 and by 1980 the commercial space was vacant.
  

    
In 1992, the house was used as an exhibit for the Hugh Moore Historical Park and Museums, prepared for the Historic Easton, Inc. and Easton House Tavern Association House Tour.
  

In 1985, the Weiss Family interests sold the property for $51,000 to Drew and Haldah Anderson.
  In 2003, the Andersons sold the property for $200,000 to Richard Liebgold.
  
� 	See City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone F (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982). 


� 	Compare A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937) with Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org. 


� 	Patent, Thomas Penn and Richard Penn to Jacob Baughman, Patent Book A18  236 (14 Mar. 1754)(quit rent 7s. annually);  see B.F. Fackenthal, Jr.,”The Homes of George Taylor, Signer of the Declaration of Independence”, Paper read before the George Taylor Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, at Easton, PA, 6 Dec. 1922 (copy at Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society), obtained online from Penn State University Libraries, Digital Library Collections,  128.118.88.226/cdm4/page_text.php?CISOROOT=/digitalbks2&CISOPTR=21345&CISOBOX=0&OBJ=21391&ITEM=89 (copy begins at p.114), at 118 n.5 (accessed 17 Dec. 2008)(citing Patent Book A18  236 (14 Mar. 1754)), citing Patent Book A18  236 (14 Mar. 1854);  see also  Hill, A Self Guided Tour, supra at 5.  


	The usually reliable A.D. Chidsey states that the patent on this land was taken out by John Bachman.  A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village: Pre-Revolutionary Easton 244 (Vol.III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, 1940).  However, this appears to be a mistake;  Chidsey’s own Index (id. at 267) refers to “Bachman, Jacob”.  � XE "Bachmann Publick House" �


� 	Mortgage, Jacob Bachman to John Potts, A1  46 (27 Nov. 1754)(loan amount £ 235  11s. 8d.);  see   Fackenthal, ”The Homes of George Taylor, Signer of the Declaration of Independence”, supra, digital copy at 118 n.5.   


� 	Deed Poll, John Jennings, Sheriff, for Jacob Bachmann, to George Taylor,  (23 Dec. 1760), recited in Deed, George Taylor to Theophilus Shannon, D1 180 (24 Aug. 1779).  The Sheriff’s sale Deed Poll appears to have been unrecorded, since it could not be located in the Northampton County Deeds Office index.   See Fackenthal, “The Homes of George Taylor, Signer of the Declaration of Independence”, supra, digial copy at 118 & n.5.  


� 	Fackenthal, “The Homes of George Taylor, Signer of the Declaration of Independence”, supra, digial copy at 117-18.   For a more complete biography of George Taylor, see separate www.WalkngEaston.com entries for the Bachmann Publick House at 169 Northampton Street, and the Parsons-Taylor House at 60 South 4th Street. 


� 	Buscemi, Easton Phillipsburg 1999 Calendar, supra at 7;  James A. Wright, Colonial Taverns of Northampton County, Pennsylvania 10 (self published 1993).  


� 	Leonard S. Buscemi, Sr., The Easton – Phillipsburg 1999 Calendar unnumbered p.7 (Buscemi Enterprises 1998).  


� 	Fackenthal, ”The Homes of George Taylor, Signer of the Declaration of Independence”, supra, digital copy at 125.  


� 	Deed, George Taylor to Theophilus Shannon, D1  180 (24 Aug. 1779)(Lot No.24);  see Fackenthal, ”The Homes of George Taylor, Signer of the Declaration of Independence”, supra, paper copy at 10, digital copy at 118-19.  


� 	Deed, George Taylor to Theophilus Shannon, D1  179 (24 Aug. 1779);  see Fackenthal, ”The Homes of George Taylor, Signer of the Declaration of Independence”, supra, paper copy at 10, digital copy at 118-19.  


� 	Deed, Theophilus Shannon to John M. Taylor, B2  531 (28 Sept. 1795). 


� 	Deed, John M. (Elizabeth) Taylor to Edward Mott, E2  454 (11 Jan. 1798).  


� 	See Leonard S. Buscemi, Sr., The Easton – Phillipsburg 1999 Calendar unnumbered p.7 (Buscemi Enterprises 1998).  Mott purchased formal title to Lot No. 73 (at the NW corner of 2nd and Northampton Street) in 1806, presumably still using it as a stable for the tavern.  See Deed, Penn Family to Edward Mott, B3  438 (17 July 1806);  A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937). 


� 	Deed, John Penn and William Penn to Edward Mott, B3  438 (17 July 1806).  


� 	See Deed, Edward (Sarah) Mott to Francis B. Shaw, G3  203 (12 Aug. 1811)(regarding the property that became 27 North 2nd Street). 


� 	See, e.g., 1810 Census, Series M252, Roll 55, p.149 and p.159 (Edward Mott, Paint Manufacturer);  Deed, William B. (Elizabeth Sarah) Mott to Edward Mott, E4  167 (19 June 1818)(Philadelphia manufacturer of “Paints and Colours”);  accord, Deed, Edward Mott to James Stokes, in Trust for Sarah Mott, H3  60 (1 June 1812)(Philadelphia paint manufacturer).  


� 	See Deed, Edward (Sarah) Mott to Francis B. Shaw,  G3  203 (12 Aug. 1811)(sale price $327 for a strip of land 24’ on North Fermor Street X 74’ along Church Alley; became 27 North 2nd Street);   Deed, Edward (Sarah) Mott to John Dolby, G3  204 (12 Aug. 1811)(sale price $261 for a strip of land measuring 24’ on Fermor Street X 74’ deep;  recital that Francis B. Shaw’s land is to the North and John Brotzman’s land is to the South;  became 25 North 2nd Street);  Deed, Edward (Sarah) Mott to John Brotzman, G3  332 (12 Aug. 1811)(sale price $260 for strip of land measuring 24’ on Fermor Street X 74’ deep, starting 148’ from Northampton Street;  recital that John Dolby’s land is to the North;  became 21 North 2nd Street);  Deed, Edward (Sarah) Mott to Samuel Sitgreaves, G3  330 (6 Feb. 1812)(sale price $350 for strip of land measuring 24’ on Fermor (now called 2nd) Street X 74’ deep;  recital that John Brotzman’s land is to the North;  became 19 North 2nd Street).  


	All of these strips of land along Fermor Street were part of original town Lot Nos.24 and 23.  


� 	Deed, Edward (Sarah) Mott to John Brotzman, G3  332 (12 Aug. 1811)(sale price $260 for strip of land measuring 24’ on Fermor Street X 74’ deep, starting 148’ from Northampton Street). 


� 	Deed Poll, Daniel Raub, Sheriff, for John Brotzman, to President, Directors and Company of the Bank of Pennsylvania, D4  185 (16 Aug. 1819)(second parcel: lot on Fermor Street measuring 24’ X 74’, containing a brick house measuring 24’ X 32’, “with a kitchen adjoining and other appurtenances”).   This deed describes Samuel Sitgreaves’s property as lying to the North.  Samuel Sitgreaves’s property is apparently the Micke House at 25 North 2nd Street. 


	The third parcel in Sheriff Raub’s 1819 deed has a similar property description, except that it is located next to the alley (now Church Street) with Samuel Sitgreaves’s land to its South.  That third parcel can thus be identified as the Shaw House at 27 North 2nd Street.  


� 	Accord, City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone F (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982)(construction date c.1812). 


� 	Deed, President, Directors and Company of the Bank of Pennsylvania to Catharine Lerch, C5  487 (26 May 1827)(sale price $1,000 for “Brick messuage or Tenement” on land measuring 24’ X 74’). 


� 	See Deed, D.W. Nevin, Trustee of the Estate of Catharine Lerch, and Emilie Lerch, to Luella T. Wallace, B63  518 (14 Sept. 1931)(sale price $2500);  Deed, Luella T. Wallace to Emilie Lerch, D63  271 (14 Sept. 1931 (sale price $2500). 


� 	1860 Census, Series M653, Roll 1147, p.224.  Although no addresses were recorded in this Census, the entry for Mrs. Lerch appears between an entry for John Micke (evidently, of Micke House) and Maria Hummel (evidently, of Hummel House), which lie on either side of the Lerch property.  


� 	Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873  92 (1873);  D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874)(R. Lerch). 


	See generally 1870 Census, Series M593, Roll 1382, p.2A (Reuben Lerch, age 47, with Eliza age 52, apparently a daughter Emily Lerch age 20, and Mame Hummel, age 66).  As with the 1860 Census, no addresses are listed, but the next entry is John Micke – evidently of Micke House, located next door.  


� 	Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Sat., 28 Nov. 1873, p.3, col.4.    


� 	1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.380D (editor, age 40);  see Ethan Allen Weaver, III Historical Notes First Series 83 (copied in Easton Public Library June 1936)(became proprietor of the Easton Express upon founder William Davis’s death in 1870).  Contrary to the 1880 Census listing, Weaver indicates that Washington Bixler was the editor after Reeder became the proprietor.  See generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Express Building (30 North Fourth Street).  


� 	See E.J. Fox, Andrew H. Reeder, skyways.lib.ks.us/genweb/archives/1918ks/bior/reederah.html;  William J. Heller, II History of Northampton County and The Grand Valley of the Lehigh Biographical Section 32-33 (The American Historical Society 1920).    For more information on Governor Andrew H. Reeder, see generally separate entry for 226 Northampton Street.


� 	Frank Reeder, Record of the Family and descendants of Colonel Christian Jacob Hutter of Easton, Penn’a, 1771-1902 (Easton Sentinel 1903), available online at http://www.archive.org/stream/recordoffamilyde00reed/recordoffamilyde00reed_djvu.txt;  see Territorial Kansas Online, “Andrew H. Reeder, 1807-1864”, www.territorialkansasonline.org/cgiwrap/imlskto/index.php?SCREEN=bio_sketches/reeder_andrew (accessed 24 July 2007);  see E.J. Fox, “Andrew H. Reeder”, in William E. Connelley (Secretary, Kansas State Historical Society, compiler), A Standard History of kansas and Kansans (Lewis Publishing Company 1918), transcribed to the Internet at skyways.lib.ks.us/genweb/archives/1918ks/bior/reederah.html (accessed 9 Sept. 2006);  Portrait and Biographical Record of Lehigh, Northampton and Carbon Counties, Pennsylvania 175-78 (Chapman Publishing Co. 1894, reprint by Higginson Book Co.);  Frank B. Copp, Biographical Sketches of Some of Easton’s Prominent Citizens 6-11 (Hillburn & West 1879);  William J. Heller, Historic Easton From the Window of a Trolley-Car 64-65 (The Express Printing Co., Inc., 1912, reprinted by Genealogical Researchers, 1984);  William J. Heller, II History of Northampton County and The Grand Valley of the Lehigh Biographical Section 32-33 (The American Historical Society 1920);  Marie and Frank Summa & Leonard Buscemi Sr., Images of America:  Historic Easton 125 (Arcadia Publishing 2000)(picture);  II The Twentieth Century Bench and Bar of Pennsylvania 325-26 (H.C. Cooper, Jr., Bro. & Co. 1903). 


�	Cf. H.P. Delano (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton Pennsylvania 25 (Union Publishing Co. Inc. 1925)(“Halls, Blocks, Buildings” entry for “Reeder Building, 14th S 3rd”).  


�	See separate entry for 226 Northampton Street. 


�	Sandra S. Froberg (transcriber), III Cemetery Record Books of the Easton Cemetery Company 440 (Easton Area Public Library and District Center, Easton Cemetery Company, and Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society Jan. 1993).   


� 	Gregory Speciale, “Capt. George Marchand Reeder”, in Find A Grave, Memorial # 10417500 (2 Feb. 2005), www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Reeder&GSiman=1&GScid=44735&GRid=10417500&. 


	This source also states that Reeder  “learned the business of tanning under Jay Gould and was President of the Erie Railroad.”   However, a list of Erie Railroad Presidents does not include George Reeder’s name.  See Fred A Stratton, “Presidents of the Erie Railroad”, erierr.railfan.net/eriepres.html (accessed 8 Apr. 2011).  


� 	They were moved there on 3 March 1915 from Plot N-194, when he was initially buried in 1884.  Sandra S. Froberg (transcriber), III Cemetery Record Books of the Easton Cemetery Company 440 (Easton Area Public Library and District Center, Easton Cemetery Company, and Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society Jan. 1993). 


� 	Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1937-38  719 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1937)


� 	Deed, D.W. Nevin, Executor of the Estate of Emilie Lerch, to Frank Weiss, A71  483 (27 Sept. 1940)(sale price $1,000 in cash plus assumption of a $2500 mortgage for a total of $3,500).


� 	See Deed, Frank R. (Rose) Weiss to Herman J. (Edith) Weiss, B75  264 (25 Feb. 1944);  Deed, Paul H. (Mildred D.) Weiss, Individually and as Executors of the Will of Herman J. Weiss, et al., to Drew P. (Huldah) Anderson,  686  45 (31 July 1985)(sale price $51,000;  recital that Herman J. Weiss died on 10 may 1984, and Edith Weiss died 21 March 1980). 


� 	Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1944-45  668 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1944);  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1951  658 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1951);  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1960  Street Guide 2 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1960); 


� 	Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1970  Street Guide 2 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1970). 


� 	Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1980  Street Guide 3 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1980). 


� 	Historic Easton, Inc. & Easton House Tavern Assoc., Historic City Homes, Gardens & Architectural Treasures unnumbered p.11 (16 May 1992).  


� 	Deed, Paul H. (Mildred D.) Weiss, Individually and as Executors of the Will of Herman J. Weiss, et al., to Drew P. (Huldah) Anderson, 686  45 (31 July 1985). 


� 	Deed, Drew P. (Huldah) Anderson to Richard Liebgold, 2003-1-288082 (22 July 2003)(sale price $200,000 for property measuring 24’ X 74’).  





