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(Photo by Richard F. Hope) 
Linden House  (100-02 North Fourth Street) 


2-story brick house with pitched roof and windows in gable (facing Spring Garden Street) in Colonial style,
 and later-added Italianate style bracketed roof cornice facing North Fourth Street.  An additional overhang shelters the ground floor doors and windows along both streets.    


The property appears to be part of original town Lot No. 268 as surveyed by William Parsons when Easton was founded in 1752.
  One source states that the house was originally built c.1774.
  The Lot was formally sold to Jacob Reeger in 1789.
  Reeger inherited occupancy of the property from his father, dyer Frederick Reeger, who died in 1780. Jacob appears to have occupied his father’s house with his wife, Ann, a daughter of Michael Lehn (of Lehn’s Court).  The Reegers sold the northern half of their Lot to Conrad Bittenbender on 5 September 1792.
  They then sold the southern half to Charles Kachlein on 4 May 1795, who in turn sold it to Conrad Rohn in 1797.
 

A house on this corner was the residence of Rev. George Junkin, the first President of Lafayette College, after he moved to Easton in 1832.
 


John N. Linden, a slate roofer and (later) a slate merchant who immigrated from what is now Germany, lived in this house with a large family from approximately 1860 until after 1910.
  

· Prior to the inauguration of the modern street numbering scheme, John N. Linden’s house was listed as 50 North 4th Street.
 

· Under the modern street numbering scheme, Linden’s residence was assigned the address of 100 North 4th Street.
  

John Linden purchased the stone house next door (then numbered 106 North Fourth Street) for his extended family in 1874.
  


In 1890, 102 North 4th Street was the residence of boilermaker Robert W. Barton and his family,
 as well as New Jersey car inspector Albert A. Huff.
  This confirms that a second entrance was available in this building;  thus, Howell and Linden could have had separate entrances and apartments in the 1870s (see above).  


In 1910, 100 North 4th Street was listed to house slater John N. Linden (age 77) and his family, while No. 102 was the residence of house slater Frank E. Linden (age 59) and his family.
  


In 1920, slate roofer Frank E. Linden and his family continued to occupy No.102,
 while machine shop foreman Herman F. Blayle and his large family were the residents at No.100.
 


In 1930, Nelson H. Hoch operated his bicycle shop at this address.
  


More recently, the law office of William P. Coffin has been located at the corner at 100 North 4th Street, sometimes listed as 401 Spring Garden Street.
  

� 	See City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone A (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982)(“Colonial – originally”). 


� 	Compare A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937)  with Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org.


� 	City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone C (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982);  accord, Charles de Krafft, Map of Easton Original Town Lots Lot No.100 (from the collection of Luigi “Lou” Ferone (“Mr. Easton”) auctioned 27 Feb. 2010, said to have been used by the Penn clerks for notations to keep track of the town lots c.1779-1801)(Lot No.268 “Occupied by J. Reezer   House built thereon”).  


� 	Deed, Penn Family to Jacob Reeger, A2  64 (4 Dec. 1789);  A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937); compare with Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org. 


� 	A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village 234-35, 262 (Vol. III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1940)(Building No.60);  accord, Deed, Charles (Jane) Kachlein to Conrad Rohn, D2  266 (20 Sept. 1797)(regarding the southern half of Lot No.268, whose property description recites that the property to the North was “Conrad Bittenbender’s lot”).  


	For further history of Michael Lehn, see separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 8 Centre Square.  


� 	Deed, Charles (Jane) Kachlein to Conrad Rohn, D2  266 (20 Sept. 1797)(sale price £380 for southern half of original town Lot No.268), reciting title chain in a Deed from Jacob (Ann Deborah) Reeger to Charles Kachlein dated (4 May 1795) that was “intended to be recorded”.  


� 	Virginia Williams Bentley, Sesquicentennial Story of the First Presbyterian Church of Easton, Pennsylvania 1811-1861 37 (1961). 


� 	See Historic Easton, Inc., Annual House Tour Site #13 (18 May 1985);  1860 Census, Series M653, Roll 1147, p.316 (John Linden, age 26, birthplace Germany);  1870 Census, Series M593, Roll 1382, p.29B (John Linden, age 28 [?], wife Amelia, birthplace Baden);  Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Wed., 26 Nov. 1873, p.3, col.4 (J.N. Linden residence assigned 100 North 4th Street with inauguration of new numbering scheme;  No.102 assigned to Mrs. A.V. Hoff, dressmaker;  Nos. 104 and 106 were, together, the residence of Abram Coryell);  1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.413A (John N. Linden, age 46, slater & dealer in slates, wife Amelia, 2 sons and 3 daughters, birthplace Germany); Census Directory of Northampton County, Eleventh U.S. Census, 1890 (Joseph H. Werner, assisted by Geo. W. West 1891), J-POHL transcribed online at www.bethlehempaonline.com/beth1890/eastonjtop.html (slater John W. [?] Linden and family at 100 North 4th Street);  1900 Census, Series T623, Roll 1447, p.120A (John Linden, slate merchant);  1910 Census, Series T624, Roll 1381, p.72A (slater).  


� 	Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873  98 (1873)(John N. Linden, slater, house at 50 North 4th Street).   See also 1860 Census, Series M653, Roll 1147, p.316 (John Linden, age 26, birthplace Germany);  1870 Census, Series M593, Roll 1382, p.29B (John Linden, age 28 [?], wife Amelia, birthplace Baden). 


� 	Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Wed., 26 Nov. 1873, p.3, col.4 (J.N. Linden residence assigned 100 North 4th Street with inauguration of new numbering scheme;  No.102 assigned to Mrs. A.V. Hoff, dressmaker;  Nos. 104 and 106 were, together, the residence of Abram Coryell);  see 1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.413A (John N. Linden, age 46, slater & dealer in slates, wife Amelia, 2 sons and 3 daughters, birthplace Germany); 1900 Census, Series T623, Roll 1447, p.120A (John Linden, slate merchant);  1910 Census, Series T624, Roll 1381, p.72A (slater).  


� 	See Historic Easton, Inc., Annual House Tour Site #13 (18 May 1985).    


� 	Census Directory of Northampton County, Eleventh U.S. Census, 1890 (Joseph H. Werner, assisted by Geo. W. West 1891), A-D transcribed online at www.bethlehempaonline.com/beth1890/eastoncityabc.html.  


	The Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org, lists buildings only for 100 North 4th Street, and 104-06 North 4th Street – it omits the 102 number entirely.  


� 	Census Directory of Northampton County, Eleventh U.S. Census, 1890 (Joseph H. Werner, assisted by Geo. W. West 1891), E-H transcribed online at www.bethlehempaonline.com/beth1890/eastonetoh.html  


� 	1910 Census, Series T624, Roll 1381, p.72A. 


� 	1920 Census, Series T625, Roll 1609, p.149B – 150A. 


� 	1920 Census, Series T625, Roll 1609, p.150A. 


� 	West’s Easton Pa. and Phillipsburg, N.J. Directory 720 (R.L. Polk & Co. of Philadelphia 1930). 


� 	See Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1987  Street Dir. 302 (R.L. Polk & Co., Inc. 1987)(William P. Coffin, lawyer, at 401 Spring Garden Street);  www.whitepages.com listing for William P. Coffin (accessed 13 Apr. 2009)(listed at both 100 North 4th and 401 Spring Garden Streets).  





