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(Photo by Richard F. Hope) 
Ricker Row House  (84 North Fourth Street) 


3-story Greek Revival style house.  Stairs to original front entrance (at the corner) have been bricked in, leaving the side entrance along Spring Garden Street as the main entrance today.  Wall for upper stories appears to be supported on top of ground floor doorway leading to No.82 next door.  


The house is said to have been built in 1857.
 


In the 1870s and 1880s, this property together with the property next door at No.82 belonged to William Ricker, carpenter (cabinet maker).  Prior to the inauguration of Easton’s modern street numbering scheme in 1874, Ricker’s residence was listed as 48 North Fourth Street;
  Accordingly, No.50 would appear to have been the address of this Row House, located next door to the Ricker Residence.  In 1873,  A.B. Howell was listed as the resident at 50 North 4th Street (at the corner).  His law practice was in Centre Square in 1873.
  His residence at this location was apparently brief.
  With the inauguration of the new street numbering scheme in 1874, the modern address of 84 North 4th Street was assigned to the residence of John Walmsley.
   


The modern street numbers were assigned as part of the new numbering scheme in 1874.  By 1880, Ricker and his wife lived in No.82, while the plainer No.84 was apparently rented to Annie B. Keim and her children.
  


In 1890, No. 84 was the residence of engineer Charles M. Pittenger and his family.
 


In 1910, this was the residence of railroad engineer Joseph M. Pittinger and his wife, Amelia.
 


In 1930, physician Jacob W. Kline had his practice in No.84.
  
� 	John J. Moser, “Keyboard greats in intimate room – Easton Piano Loft Series”, Morning Call, Thurs., 10 Sept. 2009, p.G-3 (“restored 1857 row home”);  Ilan Peleg, “Easton piano series returns as a members-only affair”, Morning Call, Thurs., 21 Sept. 2006, p.E-7 (“restored 1857 row home”);  City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone C (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982). 


� 	Compare Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 107 (1873) with D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874).  


� 	Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873  83 (1873)(A.B. Howell, lawyer at 97 Center Square, house at 50 North 4th Street).  The 1870 City Directory had clarified that Howell’s residential address was at the corner of 4th and Spring Garden Streets.  Fitzgerald & Dillon, Easton Directory for 1870-71 52 (Ringwalt & Brown 1870)(Abraham B. Howell, lawyer at 169 Northampton Street, house at the corner of 4th and Spring Garden Streets).   See generally www.WalkingEaston.com entry for Linden House at 100 North 4th Street, and sources cited therein, including the Northampton County Tax Records, www.ncpub.org.    


� 	By 1875, Howell’s office had moved to 57 North 3rd Street, and his residence to 59 North 3rd Street.  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1975  67 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1975).  


� 	Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Wed., 26 Nov. 1873, p.3, col.4.   


	Earlier in 1873, baker John Walmsley’s home and shop had been listed at 39 North 4th Street (on the other side of the street).  Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873  127 (1873).  Based upon adjacent addresses, this would appear to be either 63 or 65 North 4th Street, under the modern numbering scheme.  Compare separate www.WalkingEaston.com entries for 61-63 North 4th Street and 65 North 4th Street.  


� 	See 1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.413B.   This is evidently not the same William Ricker who lived at what is now the location of the Bishop Apartments Building on Northampton Street, because that person died in 1960 at age 80.  See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 527-29 Northampton Street. 


� 	Census Directory of Northampton County, Eleventh U.S. Census, 1890 (Joseph H. Werner, assisted by Geo. W. West 1891), J-POHL transcribed online at www.bethlehempaonline.com/beth1890/eastonjtop.html. 


� 	1910 Census, Series T624, Roll 1381, p.72A. 


� 	West’s Easton Pa. and Phillipsburg, N.J. Directory 720 (R.L. Polk & Co. of Philadelphia 1930). 





