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Parking Lots  (former Barnet Residence)(31, 35 North Fourth Street)

This is a portion of original Town Lot No.164 as surveyed by William Parsons when he established Easton in 1752.  That Lot ran along the northern side of Church Alley from Hamilton (later 4th) to Fermor (later 3rd) Streets.
  
The property was said to have been the center of a pond in colonial times.
  One modern commentator indicates that the “large pond used by local children as a swimming hole” was located at the rear of that property, “in the vicinity of what today is Bank Street”.
  That corner property was not formally sold to anyone until 1805, when it was deeded to gunsmith John Young
 – more than half a century after Easton’s founding in 1752 – tending to corroborate the tradition that at least an intermittent pond stood on that land.  A notation on an old map states that it was the site of “Hy. [Henry] Young XE "Young"  Millers House built long before the [Revolutionary] War”
 apparently refers to a house built nearer to the corner of the property facing Hamilton (now 4th) Street.   


The pond was identified by Easton Historian Rev. Uzal Condit as the location of the tragic fate of the legendary Easton “flirt” in Colonial times.
  This story, published in 1851 and then said to have actually occurred “[s]ome eighty years ago”, recounts with considerable charm and length the rustic virtues and manners of the wives of Easton’s largely German-speaking community.  Into this community, a Colonial legislator brought his wife and small child on summer holiday.  She moved into town with fancy furniture, cosmopolitan attire and social graces that were not common in rustic Easton.  She also scandalized the local dames by not attending church.  She was very bold with the local men, and utterly contemptuous of their wives.  Her visit to town extended through the winter and into the following Spring, while her husband returned to the legislature in Philadelphia.  She allowed the local men to visit her home frequently, and walked or rode with them in the woods (even after dark!).  The wives at length gathered to mete out the punishment that such witchcraft deserved:  a dunking in the town pond.  Sadly, the plan got out of hand, and the flirt’s drowned body was left on the pond bank.  The town fathers had little incentive to establish with certainty who had committed the crime, and the deed went unpunished, according to the story.
  There has been much speculation as to whether this story is factual (as was claimed), or merely a legend.


Lot No.164 was formally sold in 1805 by the Penn Family to gunsmith John Young, whose residence and second gun shop was located on Lot No.166 lying between what is now Church Street and Northampton Street.
  On 25 January 1808, John Young and his wife, Mary, divided this Lot along the North side of what is now called Church Street between two of their sons.  They sold the portion of this Lot lying at the corner of Hamilton (now 4th) Street for $1,000 to Peter Young,
 one of their sons who worked in the gunsmith shop.
  The rear of the Lot, fronting on what is now called Bank Street, went to Peter’s brother, John Young Jr.
  However, a year later John Jr. bought out Peter’s corner property as well,
 making John Jr. the owner of the Lot.  It appears that John Jr. thereafter lived in a house on the property.
 


John Young Jr. held this property until he died without a will.  His estate, administered by his widow (Susannah Young) and his brother Peter), proceeded to subdivide the Lot in order to satisfy the various heirs, and also apparently to provide money to pay off his debts.  A parcel of land at the rear of the property – at the corner of Church and Bank Alleys (now called Streets), was sold in 1814 for $368 to Jacob Wagener.
  Wagener held the property until his death on 19 December 1859, after which his will put this property in trust for the benefit of his daughter, Elizabeth M. Newlin (also elsewhere spelled Newline).
  

· Mrs. Newlin also inherited from her family the “Old Newlins Mill” in Forks Township, about 1 mile South of Tatamy “where Newlin’s Mill Road crosses Bushkill Creek”.  This mill had been built in 1809 by Daniel Wagener (Mrs. Newlin’s grandfather – Jacob Wagener’s father), and ultimately burned down in 1938.
  

Mrs. Newlin’s trust sold her property at Church and Bank Streets in 1868 for $1,800 to Jesse B. Shipman.
 


31 North 4th Street 
Meanwhile, John Young Jr.’s heirs inherited partial interests in the remaining portion of John Young Jr.’s Lot that fronted on Hamilton (now called 4th) Street.  These heirs included his widow (Susanna Young) and his three children:  Elizabeth (married to Jacob Edelman), Maria (married to Philip M. Kinsey), and Susan Young.  Apparently in order to reconcile the multiple partial interests, in 1829 the other heirs sold out to Philip Kinsey (Maria’s husband).
 


Kinsey held the property until 1852, when he sold it (together with a frame building on it) for $3,200 to Philip Mixsell Jr.
  Three years later, Mixsell sold the property to Jacob Bruner (also spelled Brunner) for $7,000.   The increase in price appears to be explained by the fact that instead of a single frame building, the land was now occupied by a “three Story brick dwelling house” and “two frame dwelling houses”.
  These new buildings were later said to have been built as a residence for E.W. Barnet, the proprietor of the Barnet House
 (formerly known as the White Horse Tavern, located at 47 North 4th St. on the site of the present Bell Telephone (Verizon) Exchange Bldg.
).   


Brunner himself was also a resident on the property.  In 1874, with the inauguration of the modern street numbering scheme, the address of 35 North 4th Street was assigned to Jacob Brunner.
   After Brunner died, his heirs in 1880 collected their interests
 and sold the property (together with the “three story brick dwelling house”and “two frame dwelling houses”) to Henry Shipman for $8,400.
  Shipman located his livery stable and family residence on the property.
  In two transactions in 1896 and 1907, Henry Shipman added a “brick stable” at the back of the property at the corner of Church and Bank Streets from other Shipman family members who had owned it.
 


Shipman’s was later described by newspaper columnist Roscoe Lawrence as “one of the largest liveries and stables in the Lehigh Valley”, operated by Henry and George Shipman.  Of the two, George had a quiet personality, while Henry was “red-faced, jovial and Falstaffian.”  Shipman horse-drawn busses met the trains, to take the many travelling salesmen visiting Easton to their hotels.  They also “hauled props, scenery and other theatrical gear from the railroad stations to such area theaters as the Masonic Hall, the Wonderland Theatre and the Abel Opera House.”
 

· In the 1880s, Easton Historian Rev. Uzal Condit identified “Shipman’s stables” as the center of the pond where the legendary “flirt” was drowned.
 
In 1914
 and 1920,
 the building was identified as the “Ashton Apartments”.  In 1927 it housed a restaurant named “James’ Lunch”.  A series of stores followed, beginning in the late 1930s, culminating in 1970 with Cinruss Garb (a women’s clothing store).
  


35 and 33 North 4th Street

Meanwhile, in 1855 the northern part of Lot No.164 had become the harness store of Christian Butz, numbered 19 North 4th Street under the numbering scheme in effect at that time.
  In that year, a (perhaps self-serving) advertisement claimed:  “You may go there when you please, you will always find it full, either buying or looking for articles in his line.”  He also claimed to sell better saddlery and leather goods “at lower prices by 15 per cent. than any other House” in the county.
  By the end of the Civil War, the harness store’s proprietor was George D. Lehn
 -- the man who would later operate the prominent livery stable at Pine and Bank Streets.
    


In 1868, the property was acquired by John Pollock.
  By the early 1870s, the building had become the residence of John Pollock, a brush manufacturer (originally from Scotland).
   Pollock (1810 – 1889) came to America from Scotland when he was almost 7 years old, in 1817.  At age 16, he apprenticed in the brush-making trade.  At age 20, his employer sent him to Easton where he managed a branch operation for two years, before moving to Newark, NJ to start his own business.  In 1834, he returned to Easton to purchase his former employer’s branch, and continued in business in Easton until his death in 1889.  “At the time of his death he had been engaged in business continuously for a longer period than any other resident of Easton.”
   

· Prior to 1874, the Pollock’s residence was listed as 19 North 4th Street, under the street numbering scheme then in effect.
 

· Pollock’s brush business was located on Northampton Street, at the corner with Sitgreaves Alley.
  In 1874, Pollock purchased residential property on Northampton Street, on which he apparently constructed a 3-story brick building.
  

· After John Pollock’s death in 1889, the Pollock Brush Co. continued in business under J. F. Opdyke until after 1930, initially in partnership with other managers.  Opdyke moved it to 25-27 North 4th Street, a building at the corner of Church Street that still stands as part of the Hotel Lafayette complex today.
 

In 1874, Pollock sold the property to Jonathan (also spelled Johnathan) Moore.
  With the inauguration of the modern street numbering scheme in that year, Moore’s saddlery was assigned the address of 33 North 4th Street.
  The saddlery continued at that location until approximately 1915.  Moore’s wife Mary continued to live on the premises thereafter.
  Albert R. Dunn’s wholesale tobacco and confectionery business was also apparently located in the building.
  A ladies’ underwear shop had replaced the saddlery business by 1927, and a liquor store/saloon by 1935.  By 1957, this establishment became a café, and in 1971 it became the Patio Restaurant.
  

The End

Both buildings were vacant by 1977.  Known as the “Cinruss and Patio Buildings”, they were demolished in 1982 after an extended controversy with Easton building preservationists.
  Little or no interest was exhibited during the controversy in the story of the “flirt” or the location of the pond on this site.  
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