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Leidich Property (517-19 Northampton Street, now a vacant parking lot)


This is roughly the southeastern quarter of Original Town Lot No. 241.
  George Leidich is said to have built the house at about the time that Easton was founded,
 and the Leidich Family was said to have lived on the lot “since before the Revolution”.
  In 1807, the entire Lot No. 241 was officially sold by the Penn Family Proprietors to John Leidich (spelled Leitigh in that deed) for £35 11s. 3d. “current money of Pennsylvania in Specie”.
  Specie (silver coins) were worth much more than the erratic paper money in circulation at the time.
  

After John Leidich died (in 1844),
 the western half of the lot was split off and sold,
 while this part of the property was inherited first by Juliann Leidich
 and then (after her death in 1851
) by Thomas Leidich,
 a cabinet maker
 and later a dealer in “Retail Notions”.
   Thomas was in residence here by the early 1870s, along with Francis R. Leidich, an asthmatic house-painter
 and Civil War veteran.
  Francis Leidich is said to have been a sergeant in Company N of the 198th Pennsylvania Regiment during the Civil War,
 and he received a government pension after the War for his asthma.
  He died on 10 May 1896.
     

· The property was apparently numbered 211 Northampton Street prior to the inauguration of the modern street numbering scheme in 1874.
  

· After the 1874 renumbering, Thomas and Francis Leidlich’s residence was assigned 517 Northampton Street, while Frank Leidlich maintained a “variety store” (apparently in the building’s commercial space) that was assigned No.521.
  

Helen G. Leidich, a hat sewer,
 was the fifth generation of her family to live in the house.  She died in 1923.
  In 1924, Thomas Leidich’s Estate sold the property,
 and in late 1926 a newspaper article indicated that the house was to be torn down for replacement by a modern building.
   

    
Apparently, the modern building was never constructed.  In 1930, the address at 517 Northampton Street was vacant, although William H. Schaffer lived in No.519-21.
  Two years later, both listings were vacant.
  In 1935, all of these numbers were eliminated from the street directory listing altogether,
 suggesting (in default of other evidence) that this may be the time period when the old Leidich building was demolished.  


In 1978, this property, together with the parcel on Church Street behind it and five other properties in Easton, were sold by the Sheriff in response to an execution order.
  This property and the Church Street lot behind it were acquired by the Rock Church of Easton in 1986.
  

� 	Compare A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937) with Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org. 


� 	Article, “Old Landmark to Give Way to the March of Progress”, Easton Express, Tues., 12 Oct. 1926, p.1, cols. 4-5 (house built 175 years ago – i.e. 1751, or a year before the founding of Easton itself, which seems unlikely to be exactly correct).  


� 	Obituary, “Amelia King Leidich”, Easton Express, 9 Apr. 1924, p.2, col.3.  


	However, no “Leidich” (or any reasonable variation on the name) was found in the Northampton County Tax Lists for Easton in 1774 or 1779.  There is, however, an intriguing “John ____” alphabetized between last names beginning in “K” and “M” in the 1761 roll.  See Personnel of the Works Progress Administration (copyists), Northampton County Tax List for the Year 1761 2A (Easton Public Library 1939);  see Rev. A.S. Leiby [translator], Tax Lists in Northampton County Court House 1774 – 1806 42, 44 (Easton Public Library [undated]).  


	The name does not appear in Easton in the 1790 Census, Series M637, Roll 8, p.264-69.  


	A “John Leydig” does appears in Easton in the 1800 Census, Series M32, Roll 37, p.537, and “John Leidig” appears in the 1810 Census, Series M252, Roll 51, p.163.  “John Leidig” also appears in the Northampton County Tax List for 1806.  Leiby, Tax Lists, supra at 48.  Both of these spelling variations would have had equivalent pronunciations in German to “Leidich”.   


The German word, spelled “leidig” in modern times, has a meaning of “disagreeable”.  See Langenscheidt’s German–English English–German Dictionary 172 (Pocket Books 1970).


	John Leidich appears again in Easton in the 1820 Census, Series M33, Roll 104, p.251.   


� 	Deed, John and Richard Penn to John Leitigh/Latich, C3  67 (16 March 1807);  accord A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937)(John Leitich). 


� 	See Frank Fenwick McLeod, “The History of Fiat Money and Currency Inflation in New England from 1620 to 1789”, Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 12 (September 1898), 57, at 76, available on the Internet at www.dinsdoc.com/mcleod-1.htm.  


� 	Estate of John Leidich (Sr.), Northampton County Orphan’s Court File No. 5313, WB 6  270  (probated 1844).  


� 	Deed, John Leidich Devisees by Attorney Charles Kitchen, Esq. to William Cawley, H9  23 (1 Oct. 1845).  See generally separate entry for the Northampton Apartments at 525 Northampton Street.  


� 	Adam T. Leidich, et al., Administrators for Thomas Leidich Estate to Rosie H. Sulkin and Harry Goldman, A53  502 (6 Oct. 1924)(recitals).  


� 	Estate of Juliann Leidich, Northampton County Orphan’s Court File No. 5945, WB 6  565  (probated in 1851).


� 	 See Adam T. Leidich, et al., Administrators for Thomas Leidich Estate to Rosie H. Sulkin and Harry Goldman, A53  502 (6 Oct. 1924)(recitals).  


� 	See William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, [Etc.] 125 (William H. Boyd 1860)(Thomas Leidlich, cabinet-maker, at 211 Northampton Street);  see also D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874)(map shows “T Leidy” at this address, which may well be an English-speaking census worker’s approximation of the German pronunciation of “Leidich”).  The same map also shows W. Cawley next door, at what is now 525 Northampton Street.  


	Cf. C[harles] Kitchen, A General Directory of the Borough of Easton PA 38 (Cole & Eichman’s Office 1855), which shows Thomas Leidy, joiner, at 111 Northampton Street.  As discussed above, “Leidy” and “Leidlich” are very likely the same German name as heard by an English-speaking agent, especially since a “joiner” and “cabinet-maker” are both names for skilled carpenters.  The 111 street number could easily be an erroneous listing for 211, which would make the 1855 entry consistent with the 1860 entry.   


� 	1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.410D (Thomas Leidich, in “Retail Notions”).  


� 	Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 82 (1873)(alphabetical listings for Thomas Leidich, cabinetmaker and Francis R. Leidich, painter, both at 211 Northampton Street);  see 1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.410D (Thomas Leidich, in “Retail Notions”, with wife Mary A. and daughter Ellen (age 17);  Francis Leidich, an asthmatic “House Painter”).   


� 	Obituary, “Amelia King Leidich”, Easton Express, 9 Apr. 1924, p.2, col.3.  Amelia was the widow of Francis R. Leidich, who the article said had lived at the 517 Northampton Street address for 50 years.  


� 	Easton Cemetery Find A Grave, “Sgt. Francis R. Leidich”, www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Leidich&GSfn=Francis&GSiman=1&GScid=44735&GRid=22193733& (accessed 2 May 2011)(rank and unit inscribed on gravestone).  


	However, Francis Leidich is not listed with that Company or Regiment in Samuel P. Bates, V History of Pennsylvania Volunteers  1861-5  489-90 (P. Singerly, State Printer 1871)(note states that there is no muster-out roll on file for this company), or in the National Park Service, Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System, www.civilwar.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm (accessed 2 May 2011).  


	A “John Leidy” is listed as the “Muc.” (Musician, presumably a drummer) of Company N.  According to this record, he enlisted on 12 September 1864 (almost a month before the other Company members), and was discharged by General Order on 2 June 1865.  


� 	II List of Pensioners on the Roll 739 (Washington: Government Printing Office 1 Jan. 1883). 


� 	Easton Cemetery Find A Grave, “Sgt. Francis R. Leidich”, www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Leidich&GSfn=Francis&GSiman=1&GScid=44735&GRid=22193733& (accessed 2 May 2011)(born 8 Oct. 1844, died 10 May 1896).    


� 	See Directory entries above.  The 211 Northampton Street number does not line up with the street numbers on the other side of Northampton Street.  The Mt. Vernon Hotel (at the SE corner with 6th Street), for example, was 206-08 Northampton Street prior to 1874.  However, the City Directory entries do consistently show that Leidich, Cawley, and Ricker were next to each other, in numbers in the 210s prior to 1874. In order to “line up” with the Mt. Vernon Hotel’s pre-1874 numbers, this would place these three families west of Sixth Street.  However, after 1874, the three families were each assigned numbers in the 500 block of Northampton Street.  It strains credulity to believe that all three families suddenly moved one block East, and settled next door to each other in exactly the same order!  Accordingly, the only reasonable conclusion is that the numbers on the North and South sides of Northampton Street in this block were not symmetrical with each other.  


� 	Webb Bros. & Co., Webb’s Easton and Phillipsburg Directory 1875-6 78 (M.J. Riegel 1875). 


� 	George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Greater Easton 191 (George W. West 1900)(Helen G. Leidich, hat sewing, and Miss Helen L. Leidich, book-keeper, at 517 Northampton Street). 


� 	Article, “Old Landmark to Give Way to the March of Progress”, Easton Express, Tues., 12 Oct. 1926, p.1, cols.4-5.  


	See 1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.410D (Thomas Leidich, in “Retail Notions”, with wife Mary A. and daughter Ellen (age 17);  Francis Leidich, an asthmatic “House Painter”, with wife Anna A.C. (age 27) and children John T., Annie A. (age 4) and Helen L. (age 2))     


	1900 Census, Series T623, Roll 1447, p.107B (Helen Leidich (age 42) and her brother George, a barber;  and Anna C. Leidich (age 48, an invalid) and her daughter, Helen L. Leidich (age 22, a bookkeeper)).  The ages for Anna C. and her daughter Helen L. Leidich line up precisely with the ages given in 1880.  Helen Leidich’s age aligns most closely with Thomas Leidich’s daughter “Ellen” in the 1880 Census.  


	1910 Census, Series T624, Roll 1381, p.74B (H.[S. or G.?] Leidich, age 50, with her “Own Income”).  Her age aligns most closely with Helen Leidich in 1900 (then age 42), and with daughter “Ellen” in 1880 (then age 17).  Francis is identified as a “sister”, but this is probably a mistake, and the reference should be to Francis R. Leidich, the Civil War veteran.  


	1920 Census, Series T625, Roll 1609, p.152A (Helen G. Leidich, age 62, and A[indecipherable] Leidich, widow age 67, both at 517 Northampton Street);  Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton 354 (Charles M. Barnard 1920)(Miss Helen G. Leidich and Amelia Leidich (widow of Francis R. Leidich) at 517 Northampton Street).  


	The Leidich Family was no longer listed at this address in 1925.  H.P. Delano (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton Pennsylvania 405 (Union Publishing Co. Inc. 1925)(no Leidich entries for 517-19 Northampton Street). 


� 	Adam T. Leidich, et al., Administrators for Thomas Leidich Estate, to Rosie H. Sulkin and Harry Goldman, A53  502 (6 Oct. 1924).  


� 	Article, “Old Landmark to Give Way to the March of Progress”, Easton Express, Tues., 12 Oct. 1926, p.1, cols.4-5. 


� 	West’s Easton, Pa and Phillipsburg, NJ Directory 682 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1930). 


� 	West’s Easton, Pa and Phillipsburg, NJ Directory 672 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1932). 


� 	Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1935 597 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1935). 


� 	Deed, Kenneth Stocker, Sheriff to Henrietta Litwak and Shirley Litwak, Executrices of Estate of Anna Paul, 593  682 et seq. (29 Dec. 1978)(Tract No.5, pursuant to Execution Judgment 637, Jan. 1977 in the lawsuit of Henrietta Litwak and Shirley Litwak, Executrices of Estate of Anna Paul v. David C. (Patricia Ann) Williams).  Also included was 508-10 Northampton Street, and four properties on Walnut Street.  


� 	Deed, Linda (James O., Jr.) Funari to Rock Church of Easton, 716-000400 (15 Dec. 1986)(Tracts 1 and 2);  see generally Deed, George (Josephine) Gorab to Linda Funari, 688  60 (12 Sept. 1985);  Deed, Henrietta Litwak and Shirley Litwak to George (Josephine) Gorab, 659  358 (19 Dec. 1983).  





