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     [Photo by Richard F. Hope] 
Hess Apartments  (505-07 Northampton Street)  


4-story brickote facade, with dental roof cornice.  


This most of the western half of  Original Town Lot No.239, as surveyed by William Parsons when Easton was formed in 1752.
  The western half of that lot (next door) contains a stone house which is one of the oldest colonial buildings in Easton, dating back to the Revolutionary War.  That stone house (and the entire lot)  was apparently occupied during part of the Revolutionary War by Col. Robert Lettis Hooper, Jr., one of three superintendents of Washington’s Continental Army magazines nationally.
   

The entire Lot was formally sold by the Penn Family in 1812 to Nicholas Kraemer.
  He promptly resold it in the same year for $3,800 to George Troxell, a “Millwright”.  Troxsell’s deed confirms that, by this time,  the property already contained a “Stone Messuage Tenement”.
  


Six years later (in 1818), Troxell lost the property in a Sheriff’s sale, due to money he owed to Henry Spering.  The Lot was purchased by David Wagener, the highest bidder.
  Wagener (1792 – 1860) was an Easton industrialist who had inherited the Merchant Mill on the East bank of Bushkill Creek.  He was Captain of the Easton Union Guards from 1816 until the unit was dissolved in 1829, and went with it to Philadelphia in 1824 to welcome Lafayette to the US.  He was a Pennsylvania Assemblyman from 1828-31, and a US Congressman from 1832 – 29, associating with Andrew Jackson and his party.  In 1852, he succeeded Col. Thomas McKeen as the third President of the Easton Bank.  Easton’s Court House (built in 1860-61 “stands upon ground largely donated from his estate.”
  He was later referred to as one of the three “rich men of Easton”.


David Wagener established a common alley at the rear of the property to provide access to Fifth (Juliana) Street, and sold off the western half of the Lot (which became 505-07 Northampton Street) in 1846 to James Hess, a hatter.  At that time, the property description made no specific mention of any building on the land, and the sale price was only $550.
  Hess built a “Double Three Story Brick” building on the property, which he sold four years later for $3,950.
  This is probably the basis of the modern building, although it is not currently known when the fourth story was added.  James Hess’s hat store was located on property that later became the western-most end of Laubach & Sons Department Store (eventually listed as 336 Northampton Street).
  Hess was very successful in business:  by the 1870s and ‘80s, he lived in the Hess Mansion on North Third Street (“Millionaire’s Row”).
  He died on 2 March 1884.
  His mansion continued to be occupied by his family
 until it was replaced in 1902 by the Hermann Simon mansion (Third Street Alliance) of today.
   


Abraham Friedlich, a merchant, purchased the Northampton Street building from James Hess in 1850.
  In 1868, Friedlich sold it to John Kern.
  In late 1873, Kern’s property was occupied by two tenants:  Conrad Miller’s saloon at 505 Northampton Street, and Adolph Spieler’s jewelry business at No.507.
  

· Miller’s saloon had previously been numbered 199 Northampton Street.
  

However, by 1880 Mr. Kern (by then a retired merchant) was himself living on his Northampton Street property.  He told the national Census that he suffered from Inflammatory Rheumatism.  His household by that time also included his son-in-law, George W. Barnet, a flour merchant.
  

After John Kern’s death, the Kern Family continued to own the property until 1925, when they sold it to Max and Sadie Mark.
  In 1956, this was the location of the Mark Furs company.
  Max Mark died the following year (on 11 June 1959), and his widow sold the property in 1961.
  After two subsequent owners,
 the property was sold to an organization associated with the Rock Church in 1991 for $80,000.
  
� 	Compare A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937) with Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org.  


� 	For more details, see separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Hooper House at 501 Northampton Street.  


� 	See Deed, Nicholas (Katherine) Kraemer/Kreamer to George Toxsell/Troxell, H3  223 (17 Oct. 1812)(recital that John and William Penn had sold the property to Nicholas Kraemer on 26 June 1812).  


� 	Deed, Nicholas (Katherine) Kraemer/Kreamer to George Toxsell/Troxell, H3  223 (17 Oct. 1812).  The names of the parties were spelled in different ways within the document, as indicated.  


� 	Deed Poll, David Raub, Sheriff, to David Wagener, E4  195 (17 Aug. 1818).  Accord, Deed, John (Frances) Lesher to P.F.B. Schmid in trust for Anna Maria Lesher, B8  500 (10 Apr. 1850), which recites that John Lesher had bought the property on the same date from David Wagener.  The property description still shows measurements of a 60’ front on Northampton Street (compared with the 30’ front for the property today).  Compare with Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org.  


	For further details concerning Henry Spering (the creditor), see separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Hooper House at 501 Northampton Street, or A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village: Pre-Revolutionary Easton 258-59 (Vol.III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, 1940). 


� 	Peter Fritts, History of Northampton County 266 (1877, reprint by Higginson Book Company); John Eyerman, Genealogical Studies:  The Ancestry of Marguerite and John Eyerman 47 (Eschenbach Printing Company 1902)(death in 1860; misstates that the Bank Presidency 1852-60 was of the Easton National Bank, when the Bank did not join the National banking system until 1865;  includes a picture facing p.46);  see Obituary, “David D. Wagener”, Easton Argus obituary of Thursday, 4 Oct. 1860, p.2, col.5 (age 68);  see also Rev. Uzal W. Condit, History of Easton, Penn’a 194-95 (George W. West 1885 / 1889)(and portrait – states death in 1869 and that Wagener (rather than his estate) gave the land for the Northampton County Courthouse, but then quotes the 1860 Argus obituary).  


	See generally separate � HYPERLINK "http://www.WalkingEaston.com" �www.WalkingEaston.com� entry for the Wagner Mansion (Pomfret Club) at 33 South Fourth Street.  


� 	Article, “Rich Men”, Easton Argus, Thurs., 21 Nov. 1861, p.2, col.3.   The other two identified by the Argus were Peter Miller and Col. Thomas Mckeen.  See generally separate entries for the Col. Thomas McKeen Mansion at 231 Spring Garden Street and Two Rivers Landing at 30 Centre Square.  


� 	Deed, David (Rosanne) Wagener to James Hess, F7  49 (13 June 1846)(sale price $550, recital shows alley at the rear passing to the Lot of John Clifton to the West).   The eastern half of the lot was sold in 1850 to John Lesher – see separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for Hooper House at 501 Northampton Street.  


� 	Deed, James (Annetta P.) Hess to Abraham Friedlich B8  89 (19 Feb. 1850).  This deed specifically mentions the “Double Three Story Brick Messuage, Tenement”.  That mention, together with the drastic increase in property price, makes it likely that Hess built the building during his short ownership period.  


� 	See www.WalkingEaston.com entry for William Laubach and Sons Department Store, 322-36 Northampton Street, and sources cited therein.   


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for Simon Mansion at 41 North Third Street, and sources cited therein.   


� 	Henry F. Marx (compiler), III Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1871 – 1884 Newspaper Extracts 751 (Easton Area Public Library 1935)(James Hess married to Anetta Pauli in 1843).


� 	See George W. West (compiler), West’s Guide to Easton [Etc.] 62 (George W. West 1887)(Mrs. James Hess residence at 41 North Third Street);  1900 Census, Series T623, Roll 1447, p.63B (John Hess and family listed at 39 N. Third St.). 


� 	See generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com  entry for the Simon Mansion at 41 North Third Street.  


� 	Deed, James (Annetta P.) Hess to Abraham Friedlich B8  89 (19 Feb. 1850).  


� 	Deed, Abraham (Caroline) Friedlich to John Kern, G11  636 (18 Mar. 1868);  accord, Deed, P.F.B. Schmid, Trustee for Anne Maria Lesher (wife of Jacob Lesher, resident of Phillipsburg), to Daniel Herster, F13  235 (10 Nov. 1871)(regarding the property next door at the NW corner of Northampton and Fifth Streets – reciting that this property was a “Brick Messuage and Lot late of James Hess” and “now or late owned by John [L.] Kern”).  1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.410D.  


� 	Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Sat., 22 Nov. 1873, p.2, col.6.  John Kern’s residence at that time was at 38 South 3rd Street, under the numbering scheme then in effect.  Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873  87 (1873). 


� 	Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873  98 (1873).  In early 1873, A. Spieler’s watchmaker shop had been located at 17 North 3rd Street, under the street numbering scheme then in effect.  Id. at 119.  


� 	1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.410D.  


� 	Deed, Louise Kern Barnet and Laura Balentine to Max (Sadie) Mark, G53  300 (16 Apr. 1925).  This deed recites that John Kern’s will (11 W.B. 108) left the property to his two children, son John Kern, and daughter Louise Kern Barnet.  Louise was apparently the husband of George W. Barnet, as indicated in the 1880 Census.  John Kern Jr. died in 1914, and his will was probated in Trenton, NJ (with an “exemplication” filed in Easton at 19 W.B. 584), leaving the property to his neice, Laura Balentine.  Both of these ladies were windows living in Phillipsburg in 1925.  


� 	Leonard S. Buscemi, Sr., Easton Remembered 18 (Buscemi Enterprises 2007). 


� 	Deed, Sadie Mark to William H. (Josephine M.) Burns Jr., 161  229 (17 Nov. 1961)(and recitals).  


� 	Deed, William H. (Josephine M.) Burns to Eugene (Luann/Louann) Giunta Jr., 199  4 (25 July 1963)(sale price $17,000);  Deed, Eugene (Luann/Louann) Giunta to George E. (Josephine M.) Gorab, 686  240 (12 Aug. 1985). 


� 	Deed, Josephine M. Gorab to Church Redevelopment Corp., 849  000503 (13 Dec. 1991)(sale price $80,000).  





