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(Photo by Richard F. Hope) 
Clemens House (433-35 Northampton Street, now The Strand salon). 


3-story red brick.  The building originally had dormers, in typical Federal style.
    


This is the eastern half of Original Town Lot No.220.  The entire Lot was patented by the Penn Family Proprietors to Jeremiah Trexler (also spelled Texler, Traxler, and Traxter) in 1754.
  Trexler held it until 1779, when he sold it (together with a stone house) to John Schuck
 (also spelled Shuk and, elsewhere, Shook).  Schuck in turn resold the property three years later to Easton property owner Conrad Ihrie Jr., by that time including a stone house and kitchen.
  Conrad Ihrie’s father, Conrad Ihrie Sr., was  a large landowner and hotelier on South 3rd Street, and Conrad (Jr.) had participated in some of these land transactions.
  Ihrie held it another three years, and resold it  to Leonard (Lenerd) Leydie.


It has been suggested that the house was built c. 1836-50.
 


This property was probably location of the residence and medical practice of Dr. Jacob Breckenridge Clemens at the time of the Civil War.
  Originally from Wheeling, Va.,
 Dr. Clemens moved to Easton in 1850, prior to his marriage to Susan Burke Wagener.
  

· She was the daughter of David D. Wagener
 (1792 – 1860), an Easton merchant, mill owner, U.S. Congressman, third President of the Easton Bank,
 and one of the three “Rich Men” of Easton.
  His estate donated much of the land on which the Northampton County Courthouse now stands.
  

In 1862, Dr. Clemens had briefly served as the Lt. Colonel of the 5th Pennsylvania Regiment of Emergency Militia.  This Regiment was raised as part of the Governor’s call for 50,000 men, in response to General Lee’s “triumph in the second battle of Bull Run” and his brief invasion of the North in September 1862 that ended at the Battle of Antietam on 16-17 September.  The Pennsylvania “Emergency Men of 1862”, mustered in on 11-13 September, were sent back to Harrisburg and disbanded on 24-27 September.
 

Dr. Clemens practiced medicine in Easton until his death in 1867.  He was also an “expert entomologist”, who gave “rare and valuable” collections to the University of Pennsylvania and to Lafayette College.
  

· Easton’s Directory listed Dr. B. Clemens’s practice and residence at 169 Northampton St. in 1860, under the street numbering scheme in effect at the time.
  

Dr. Clemens’s widow, Mrs. J.B. (Susan B.) Clemens resided at this location with her family in the 1870s and ‘80s.
  In 1880, Mrs. Clemens was said to be suffering from “nervous prostration”.
   It seems likely (given the nature of teenage boys) that her younger son, Maurice Clemens (then approximately 14 years old
), was a source of his mother’s worries.  Fortunately, despite his Mother’s likely concern, Maurice turned out well.  As an adult, he initially became known as a talented “musician of Easton”, and in particular a choral leader.  Moreover, in 1902 was elected the Captain of the Easton City Guard (part of the Pennsylvania National Guard);  he retained that rank when the Easton Armory was built and dedicated in 1907, and through the First World War years.
  In addition, after attending to his family estate until 1907, he then became a successful insurance and real estate agent.
  No doubt his Mother would have been proud.   

In 1946, the Kids Shop and Perry Shoes were located in the building.
 


In 1997, owner Rachel Haddad rejected a $6,000 façade grant for this building, stating that “the money was not enough for them to complete their projects.”  Estimates for the façade work on this and the adjoining building at 431 Northampton Street (both of which belonged to Haddad) was $14,000.
  
� 	See Ronald W. Wynkoop, Sr., A Time to Remember 105 (self published 1985)(picture).   A suggestion that the style is actually “Italianate/Federal” seems unjustified, since the building features do not appear to show many Italianate forms.   See City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone C (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982). 


� 	Patent, Penn Family to Jeremiah Texler, Patent Book A18  235 (12 Mar. 1754);  see Northampton County Warrant No. T12A issued to Jeremiah Traxler, Patent Book A18  235 (11 Mar. 1754), indexed online for Northampton County Warrants p.181, Warrant No.12A at www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/di/r17-88WarrantRegisters/NorthamptonPages/Northampton181.pdf , survey copied at Survey Book C234  65 (returned 11 Mar. 1754). 


� 	Deed, Jeremiah (Catharine) Texler to John Shuk, D1  27 (4 Aug. 1779);  see A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village 234-35, 253 (Vol. III of the Publications of The Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1940)(Building No.35).  Chidsey identifies Jeremiah Texler as being the same person as elsewhere spelled Jeremiah Trexler – who was one of the trustees of the first Eastno schoolhouse built in 1755.  


� 	Deed, John (Julianna) Schuck to Conrad Ihrie the Younger, D1  29 (4 Apr. 1782)(including a “Stone Messuage or Tenement, Kitchen and Lott” No.200).  


� 	See footnotes to separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 25 South 3rd Street;  Conrad Ihrie, Sr.’s affairs are also discussed in part in the entry for 26 South 3rd Street. 


� 	Deed, Conrad (Christina) Ihrie the Younger to Leonard (Lenerd) Leydie, G2  337 (2 June 1785)(sale price £172  10s.). 


� 	City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone C (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982). 


� 	See William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, [Etc.] 119 (William H. Boyd 1860)(alphabetical listing for B. Clemens, physician, practice and home address at 169 Northampton St.).    


	H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 60 (1873) lists the resident of Dr. Clemens’s widow at 167 Northampton Street.— apparently, the building number next to her husband’s street number in 1860.  At that same time, the 1874 Atlas showed “Mrs. B. Clemens” at this location on Northampton Street, as well as an unnamed building between her building and that of “C. Lawall”.  D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874).  This unnamed building was presumably the location of her husband’s former medical practice.  


	In the street numbering changes of 1874, “Mrs. J.B. Clemens” was assigned No.435 (right next to “C. Lawall” at No.437).  Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3;  see 1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.410C;  see also  Webb Bros. & Co., Webb’s Easton and Phillipsburg Directory 1875-6 35 (M.J. Riegel 1875);  J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1877 62 (M.J. Riegel 1877).   


The street number assigned to Dr. Clemens in 1860 – No.169 – was given to the Lawall Building after it was built in 1871.  Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 91 (1873)(advertisement, alphabetical listing for Cyrus Lawall).  See separate listing for the Lawall Drugstore Building at 437-39 Northampton Street.   


	The fate of the intervening building shown on the 1874 Atlas is unclear, as is the reconciliation of the two adjacent pre-1874 numbers, but the 1874 renumbering appears to make it clear that this address is the location of the Clemens’s property.  


The 1874 Atlas also showed some clear ground to the East of Mrs. Clemens, evidently a passageway between her house and the next building (then listed to Dr. C.C. Field – now apparently the Carryl Building.  Compare D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874) with Northampton County Tax Records, www.ncpub.org.  According to these Tax Records, the Clemens Building today includes No.433.  The short EZ Money Building is also apparently inserted in this space, today listed as 431 Northampton Street.  


� 	Marriage Notice for Dr. Breckenridge Clemens and Miss Susan B. Wagener, Democrat and Argus, Thurs., 5 Dec. 1850, reprinted in Henry F. Marx, III Marriages and Deaths Northampton County Newspaper Extracts 1799 – 1851 1064 (Easton Area Public Library 1929);   Marriage Notice for Dr. Breckenridge Clemens and Miss Susan B. Wagener, The Eastonian, Thurs., 12 Dec. 1850, reprinted in Henry F. Marx, III Marriages and Deaths Northampton County Newspaper Extracts 1799 – 1851 1123 (Easton Area Public Library 1929).  


	Note that in 1850, the state of West Virginia had not yet split off from Virginia;  that happened at the time of the Civil War.   


� 	William J. Heller, III History of Northampton County and The Grand Valley of the Lehigh 322-23 (The American Historical Society 1920). 


� 	Marriage Notice for Dr. Breckenridge Clemens and Miss Susan B. Wagener, Democrat and Argus, Thurs., 5 Dec. 1850, reprinted in Henry F. Marx, III Marriages and Deaths Northampton County Newspaper Extracts 1799 – 1851 1064 (Easton Area Public Library 1929).  


� 	Peter Fritts, History of Northampton County 266 (1877, reprint by Higginson Book Company); John Eyerman, Genealogical Studies:  The Ancestry of Marguerite and John Eyerman 47 (Eschenbach Printing Company 1902)(death in 1860; misstates that the Bank Presidency 1852-60 was of the Easton National Bank, when in fact the Bank did not join the National banking system until 1865;  includes a picture facing p.46);  Obituary, “David D. Wagener”, Easton Argus obituary of Thursday, 4 Oct. 1860, p.2, col.5 (age 68).  But see Rev. Uzal W. Condit, History of Easton, Penn’a 194-95 (George W. West 1885 / 1889)(states death in 1869).  


� 	Article, “Rich Men”, Easton Argus, Thurs., 21 Nov. 1861, p.2, col.3.  The other two were Col. Thomas McKeen (231 Spring Garden Street) and Peter Miller (see separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 30 Centre Square).   


� 	Obituary, “David D. Wagener”, Easton Argus obituary of Thursday, 4 Oct. 1860, p.2, col.5 (age 68);  see also Rev. Uzal W. Condit, History of Easton, Penn’a 194-95 (George W. West 1885 / 1889)(and portrait – states death in 1869 and that Wagener (rather than his estate) gave the land for the Northampton County Courthouse, but then quotes the 1860 Argus obituary).  


� 	Samuel P. Bates, V History of Pennsylvania Volunteers  1861-5  1147, 1158 (P. Singerly, State Printer 1871);  Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a 249 (George W. West 1885 / 1889). 


� 	William J. Heller, III History of Northampton County and The Grand Valley of the Lehigh 322-23 (The American Historical Society 1920);  see William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, etc. 119 (William H. Boyd 1860)(alphabetical listing for B. Clemens, physician, practice and home address at 169 Northampton St.).    


� 	William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, etc. 119 (William H. Boyd 1860)(alphabetical listing for B. Clemens, physician, practice and home address at 169 Northampton St.).  


� 	Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 60 (1873);  Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3;  1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.410C; 1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.410C.     


� 	1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.410C.   


� 	Id.;  see William J. Heller, III History of Northampton County and The Grand Valley of the Lehigh 323 (The American Historical Society 1920)(Maurice Clemens born in 1865).  


� 	John W. Jordan, Edgar Moore Green & George T. Ettinger, I Historic Homes and Institutions and Genealogical and Personal Memoirs of the Lehigh Valley Pennsylvania 176-78 (The Lewis Publishing Co. 1905, reprint by Higginson Book Co.);  see Booklet, Dedication State Armory, Easton 10, 15 (17 Oct. 1907, bound by NCH&GS with newspaper special editions into an oversized volume)(Captain Maurice Clemens born 1865; a private in 1898 when the Easton City Guards were formed; elected Captain  in 1902, and still held that rank);  Heller, III History of Northampton County, supra at 323 (“talented musician” and choral leader;  in 1917 became Captain of a Company in the 2nd Regiment).  See generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Easton Armory at 687 Northampton Street.  


� 	Heller, III History of Northampton County, supra at 323;  see, e.g.,  Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton cover advertisement (Union Publishing Co. 1918);  H.P. Delano (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton Pennsylvania 176 (Union Publishing Co. Inc. 1925);  West’s Easton, Pa and Phillipsburg, NJ Directory cover advertisement (R.L. Polk & Co. 1932)


� 	Ronald W. Wynkoop, Sr., It Seems Like Yesterday 176 (self published 1989)(photograph of 400 block of Northampton Street).   


� 	Madeleine Mathias, “Two Reject Easton Façade Grants, Building Owners Say the Cash Isn’t Enough, Money Will Go to Others”, The Morning Call, 22 Aug. 1997, p. B-3.  





