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  (Photo by Richard F. Hope) 

Werner Building  (432-34 Northampton Street, recently A + D Tile & Paint-Up)    

3-story white brick Beaux Arts building, with elaborate buttressed roof cornice.
  It appears to be the western portion of Original Town Lot No.213, as laid out in 1752 by William Parsons.  In 1754, a warrant to survey this property was issued to George Michael (indexed as George Nicholas) Schortz,
 and that Lot was patented by the Penn Family to him in the same year.
  Easton’s premier storekeeper Meyer Hart purchased the property in 1764, where he may have conducted commercial activities, and sold it to Christian Peiffer (or Pipher) in 1774.  Peiffer (a farmer from Forks Township) moved to town and established a store at the location, based upon tax record listings.  His will (dated 1785) bequeathed the property (then his residence) to his son, John.  The property later (in 1812) sold for $3100.
  

The present building replaced an earlier structure.  In 1874, that older building was the location of George H. Kahler’s dry goods store and residence.
  


In 1878, the older building became the location of Woodring’s hat store, initially run by William Henry Woodring (whose financial difficulties caused him to move here from No.400.
  William Henry Woodring thereafter concentrated on the study of law.
   He was elected to the Pennsylvania state legislature in 1892.
 
· In the early 1880s, and continuing into the 20th Century, Richard
 A. Woodring took over the hat business at this location.
  His brother, Joseph George Woodring (1865-1950), started working with Richard here in 1890, but in 1895 Joseph purchased Thomas Daily’s hat business and started on his own account.
  (See further information on “Woodring the Hatter” in separate listing for 400 Northampton Street).   
· Richard Woodring’s business presumably moved to make room for the construction of the Werner Building (see below).  


The present building was apparently built (or at least remodeled) in 1906 for William Werner’s “Music Store”.  William Werner had originally trained as a watchmaker, and became a partner with his brother, George, in a jewelry business in Bangor, Pennsylvania.  In 1895, the Werner Brothers partnership opened a music store in Easton, which William managed at various locations in town.
  The Easton branch sold “musical merchandise” (including pianos and organs), “Edison phonographs” and records, and sewing machines.
  In 1896, Werner’s Easton store was located at 21 South 3rd Street.
 
· William obtained the first ever “jobbing agency” (i.e. wholesaler) contract to sell Thomas A. Edison’s new phonograph machines.
  
At some point between 1902 and 1906,
 the brothers decided to split the partnership:  William continued to operate the Easton branch, while George remained with the jewelry store in Bangor.
  By 1906, William moved into the “commodious modernly equipped building” at 432-34 Northampton Street, and was offering “Music of every conceivable kind”.
  In 1908, he added a line of furniture, including specially designed pianos.
  In 1914, the store advertised itself as the place “Where the Victor Victrola and Edison Diamond Disc Instruments are Sold”.  It announced a “Closing Out Sale of 100 New Upright Pianos” in order to make room for more player pianos to meet the demand for those instruments.
   

William Werner’s family sold the business to an Allentown firm in 1952, which continued in business at this location until 1970.
  

 
In 1970, A&D Tile (formerly Easton Paint-Up) moved to this location from North Third Street.
   

� 	Northampton County tax records (www.ncpub.org) appears to list this as 436 Northampton St.  


� 	Northampton County Warrant S5 issued to George Nicholas Schortz, Patent Book A18  234 (11 Feb. 1754, returned 9 Mar. 1754), indexed online for Northampton County p.155 Warrant No.5 at www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/di/r17-88WarrantRegisters/NorthamptonPages/Northampton155.pdf, survey copied at Survey Book C185  166 (returned 9 Mar. 1754)(survey and reverse of page show George Michael Schortz, while the index lists George Nicholas Schortz).  


� 	Compare A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937) citing Patent, Penn Family to Geo. Michael Schortz, Patent Book A18  234 (14 Mar. 1754) with Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org.  


� 	A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village 234-35, 259 (Vol. III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1940)(Building No.52). 


� 	Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3.  


	The 1874 Atlas lists this property as “Mrs. Butz”.   D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874).   


� 	Frank B. Copp, Biographical Sketches of Some of Easton’s Prominent Citizens 312 (Hillburn & West 1879). 


� 	Easton Daily Express, Illustrated Industrial Edition 13, col.5 (Jan. 1893, reprinted by W-Graphics);  see 1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, pp.415B, 416C (law student, age 25);  see also J.H. Lant, Easton, [Etc.] Directory for 1884-5 150 (J.H. Lant 1884)(alphabetical listing for W.H. Woodring, law student, house at 627 Ferry Street).  He apparently attempted initially to run his hat business from the 627 Ferry Street address, but was not able to continue it there.  See J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1883-4 158 (J.H. Lant 1883)(W.H. Woodring, hats & caps at 627 Ferry St.).  


� 	Easton Daily Express, Illustrated Industrial Edition 13, col.5 (Jan. 1893, reprinted by W-Graphics). 


� 	See Obituary, “J.G. Woodring, 84, Ex-Easton Hatter, Father of Judge”, Easton Express, 10 May 1950, p.22.  


� 	Frank B. Copp, Biographical Sketches of Some of Easton’s Prominent Citizens 311-12 (Hillburn & West 1879);  see, J.H. Lant & Son, Easton etc. Directory 1881-2 (1881)(alphabetical listing);  J.H. Lant, Easton, Etc. Directory for 1883-4 158 (J.H. Lant 1883);  J.H. Lant, Easton, Etc. Directory for 1884-5 150 (J.H. Lant 1884)(R.E. Woodring – presumably the middle initial is a typographical error).      


	R.A. Woodring’s hat business continued to be located at 432 or 434 Northampton Street in 1898 and 1900.  See George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Greater Easton 369 (George W. West 1900); George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Greaer Easton 275 (George W. West 1898).  


� 	Obituary, “J.G. Woodring, 84, Ex-Easton Hatter, Father of Judge”, Easton Express, Wednesday, 10 May 1950, p.22.  


� 	William J. Heller, II History of Northampton County and The Grand Valley of the Lehigh Biographical Section 111 (The American Historical Society 1920);  American Journal of Progress, “Greater Easton of To-day” 15 (written c.1902 during Mayor B. Rush Field’s second 3-year term, reprinted courtesy of W-Graphics);  see  George W. West (compiler), West’s Easton City Directory 268 (George W. West 1898)(Werner Bros. pianos, organs, and musical instruments at 238-40 Northampton Street);  George W. West (compiler), West’s directory of Greater Easton for the Year 1900  (George W. West 1900)(alphabetical listing:  Werner Bros music and sewing machines at 238-40 Northampton Street);  George W. West (compiler), Directory of Easton City 313 (George W. West 1906)(Werner’s Music House at 432-34 Northampton Street).


The store started out in the Drake Building on South Third Street.  Heller, History of Northampton County, supra;  Historic Easton, Inc., Annual House Tour Site #14 (18 May 1985).  


It later moved to the “Warren Building”.  Heller, History of Northampton County, supra.  In approximately 1902, the “Werner Brothers” store was identified as being at 238-40 Northampton Street, which is presumably this “Warren Building” location.   American Journal of Progress, “Greater Easton of To-day” 15 (written c.1902 during Mayor B. Rush Field’s second 3-year term, reprinted courtesy of W-Graphics).   


Still later, it moved to a location at the corner of Northampton and Fourth Streets.  Heller, II History of Northampton County, supra.    


� 	American Journal of Progress, “Greater Easton of To-day” 15 (written c.1902 during Mayor B. Rush Field’s second 3-year term, reprinted courtesy of W-Graphics).  


� 	Advertisement, “Make A Noise”, Easton Daily Free Press, Fri., 25 Sept. 1896, p.1, col.9 (“finest Pianos & Organs” for sale;  Bangor store offered jewelry, pianos, organs, and sewing machines).  


� 	Heller, I History of Northampton County, supra;  Historic Easton, Inc., Annual House Tour Site #14 (18 May 1985).


� 	The firm was still referred to as “Werner Brothers” in approximately 1902.  American Journal of Progress, “Greater Easton of To-day” 15 (written c.1902 during Mayor B. Rush Field’s second 3-year term, reprinted courtesy of W-Graphics).   In 1906, it was listed as “Werner’s Music House”, and had moved to 432-34 Northampton Street.  George W. West (compiler), Directory of Easton City 313 (George W. West 1906).  


� 	Heller, II History of Northampton County, supra;  Historic Easton, Inc., Annual House Tour Site #14 (18 May 1985).  


� 	George W. West (compiler), Directory of Easton City 313 (George W. West 1906);  Heller, II History of Northampton County, supra,;  Historic Easton, Inc., Annual House Tour Site #14 (18 May 1985).  See also Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton 1912) (The West Job Printing House 1912) (alphabetical listing – Werner Music House, William Werner President). 


� 	Heller, II History of Northampton County, supra;  Historic Easton, Inc., Annual House Tour Site #14 (18 May 1985).


� 	Advertisement, “Closing Out Sale of 100 New Upright Pianos”, Easton Express, Tues., 17 Mar. 1914, p.6 (full page).  


� 	Historic Easton, Inc., Annual House Tour Site #14 (18 May 1985).  


� 	Easton Is Home, Summer 2006 Heritage Edition at 30.  





