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     (Photo by Richard F. Hope) 
Kutz Building  (421-23 Northampton Street, now DC Dancewear) 

Short 4-story, stucco, red roof cornice, in “Greek Revival” style.
   


This appears to be part of Original Town Lot No.219, as laid out in 1752 by William Parsons.
  That Lot was formally sold by the Penn Family to Jeremiah Traxler in 1754.
  It later became the property of Frederick Shouse, a Moravian mason, who accompanied his innkeeper father to Easton by 1760,
 because a warrant was issued to Frederick Shouse for a survey on the property in 1776, in which he “engaged to build a Stone Dwelling House thereon agreeable to the rules & regulations of the said Town within the Limited time.”
  After Frederick Shouse’s death, his son-in-law Michael Yohe (acting as the executor of the Shouse estate) sold this Lot on 18 May 1790 to shopkeeper Christian Meixsell for £250.
  


In 1802, the Lot was sold to George Frederick Wagner (also spelled Wagener).
  When Wagner died in 1827,
 he left a wife (Margaret) and twelve children,
 as well as extensive property in Easton and the surrounding area.
  His estate split up his various real estate interests, including dividing this Lot.  The western portion of this Lot No.219 descended to Wagner’s widow,
 Margaret, while this eastern portion (including a stone building) was sold to John Kutz for $2,000.  Kutz’s property had a 26’ 6” frontage on Northampton Street,
 which is the same frontage that the modern property has today.
     


In 1831, a fire broke out in the frame stable belonging to “Mrs. Margaretta Wagner” fronting on Church Alley – apparently the property next door (now 425 Northampton Street).  The fire spread, destroying the adjoining “cabinet and furniture shop of Mr. John Kutz” also on Church Alley, where it destroyed Kutz’s stock of seasoned timber, and a steam engine he had built on the premises.  The fire then spread to Hamilton (now called 4th) Street, but Kutz’s business suffered the most damage amounting to some $5,000, all uninsured.
  


This location contained, at one time, the office of Abraham Horn Jr.  Horn was, among other things, the Captain of the company raised by Northampton County for the War of 1812, a member of the Legislature, and the postmaster in Easton for ten years beginning in 1829.
  


One source has suggested that the building on this property was constructed at some point between 1850 and 1857.
  The Kutz & Bro. cabinetmaker firm was listed here in 1864, at 159 Northampton Street (under the street numbering scheme then in effect).
  The firm remained at that address in 1870 and 1873, with firm member John Kutz also resident in the building at 159 Northampton Street and the other firm member, George Kutz, residing at 161 Northampton Street.  Other members of the Kutz family ran saddlery and hardware businesses from the building, using the 161 Northampton Street address.
  

· During the 1874 renumbering of Northampton Street), No.421 was assigned to the Kutz & Bro. furniture store, and No.423 to Daniel L. Kutz’s silver plating business.
  These are the numbers currently assigned to the building.
 

By 1880, Daniel L. Kutz had moved his residence to No.421 from Ferry Street. He was then listed as a merchant of saddlery and carriage hardware.
  


From 1879 and into the early 20th Century, B.F. Beatty ran a book and stationery store at this address, which doubled as a circulating library with charges for the loan of each book.  “He keeps up with the advancing times . . . . His store in this respect is much superior to many public libraries, and his charges will not reach anything like the annual dues of most large institutions.”
  


From approximately 1889 until 1896, M.J. Riegel also ran his book and stationery business at this address.
  [He also sold a line of pianos and organs from a separate location on South 4th Street.
]  In approximately 1896, M.J. Riegel opened a “New Music House” in Benjamin F. Riegel’s building at 206 Northampton Street,
 where it continued into the 20th Century
 (despite a sale of that building back to Horace Norton in 1899).
   

In the 1930s, The Lauter Company sold pianos here at No.423,
 prior to moving East of Centre Square and becoming a furniture store.
  In the 1950s, The London Shop was located here, before moving to the Hay Building at 339-41 Northampton Street.
  
� 	City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone C (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982). 


� 	Compare A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937) with Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org. 


� 	Deed, John Penn and Richard Penn to Jeremiah Traxler, H4  353 (12 Mar. 1754);  see A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937). 


� 	A.D. Chidsey, A Frontier Village: Pre-Revolutionary Easton 234-35, 252 (Vol. III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1940)(Building No.34). 


� 	Northampton County Warrant S259 (29 May 1776), indexed online for Northampton County p.162 Warrant No.259 at www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/di/r17-88WarrantRegisters/NorthamptonPages/Northampton162.pdf, survey copied at Survey Book C183  275 (6 Apr. 1776, returned 31 May 1776). 


� 	A.D. Chidsey, A Frontier Village: Pre-Revolutionary Easton 234-35, 252 (Vol. III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1940)(Building No.34). 


� 	Deed, William (Hannah) Chancellor to George Frederick Wagner, H2  203 (15 nov. 1802). 


� 	Henry F. Marx (compiler), I Marriages and Deaths Northampton County  1799 – 1851 Newspaper Extracts 207 (Easton Area Public Library 1929)(George Frederick Wagner died 15 February 1827);  accord, Deed, Frederick Wagner, Administrator of the Estate of George Frederick Wagner, to Jacob P. Meixsell, E5  389 (1 Jan. 1829) (recitals)(George Frederick Wagner died in 1827);  John T. Humphrey, Pennsylvania Grave Stones Northampton County 402 (Washington (D.C.): Larjon & Company, Inc. 2000)(died 10 Feb. 1827 age 71).  


	Although probably originally buried in St. John’s Lutheran Church’s graveyard, his body is said by two sources to rest in Easton Cemetery, despite an absence of any listing for him in the Easton Cemetery Index listing in the Marx Room.  See John T. Humphrey, Pennsylvania Grave Stones Northampton County 402 (Washington (D.C.): Larjon & Company, Inc. 2000);  Patricia Law Hatcher, Abstract of Graves of Revolutionary Patriots (online Ancestry.com databse from 4 volume edition printed by Pioneer Heritage Press 1987). 


� 	Henry F. Marx (ed.), XV Abstracts of Wills Northampton County 1752 – 1840  17 (Easton Public Library 1935);  accord,  Henry F. Marx (compiler), I Marriages and Deaths Northampton County  1799 – 1851 Newspaper Extracts 207 (Easton Area Public Library 1929).  


	Margaret (King) was George Frederick Wagener’s second wife, married on 19 May 1806.  Henry F. Marx (compiler), I Marriages and Deaths Northampton County  1799 – 1851 Newspaper Extracts 26 (Easton Area Public Library 1929).    


	His first wife, Catherine Wagner, had died on 2 December 1805 (just a few months earlier), at age 56.  John H. Kressman (compiler), Burials in Churchyard of St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church Easton, Pennsylvania 1772 – 1890 1 (Dec. 1992). 


� 	The Northampton County Deeds Index contains 30 property sale listings from his Estate from Easton alone, as well as other listings from other parts of the County.  


� 	Deed, Frederick Wagner, Administrator of the Estate of George Frederick Wagner, to Margaret Wagner, F5  444 (5 Feb. 1828);  Estate of George Frederick Wagner/Wagener, 10 Orphan’s Court Docket 440 (Northampton County 25 Jan. 1828). 


� 	Estate of George Frederick Wagner/Wagener, 10 Orphan’s Court Docket 440 (Northampton County 25 Jan. 1828)(“stone messuage” on part of Purpart No.2 on the North side of Northampton Street, measuring 26’ 6” X 220’ deep, sold to John Kutz for $2,000);  accord, Deed, Frederick Wagner, Administrator of the Estate of George Frederick Wagner, to Margaret Wagner, F5  444 (5 Feb. 1828)(regarding the sale of the western portion of Lot No.219, reciting that property to the East had been occupied by George Frederick Wagner and was now occupied by John Kutz). 


� 	See Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org.  That map shows the modern property with a depth of 221.5 feet back to Church Street, which is slightly longer than the original 220 foot depth of the property as surveyed by Parsons.  Compare with  A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937). 


� 	Article, “Fire”, Northampton Whig (Northampton County Journal), Tues., 19 Apr. 1831, p.3, col.1;  see Article, “Fire! Fire!”, Easton Sentinel, Fri., 22 Apr. 1831, p.3, col.2. 


� 	Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a 180-81 (George W. West 1885).   Rev. Condit locates this in the “room now occupied by Daniel L. Kutz as a saddlery findings store” (see below).  See generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entries for 325, 408-10, and 460 Northampton Street.  


� 	City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone C (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982). 


� 	Talbot’s Lehigh Valley Gazetteer and Business Directory 1864-65 21 (Press of Wynkoop & Hallenbeck 1864). 


� 	Fitzgerald & Dillon, Easton Directory for 1870-71 57 (Ringwalt & Brown 1870)(Kutz & Bro. firm, and John Kutz residence, at 159 Northampton Street;  Daniel Kutz, hardware, at 161 Northampton Street);  Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 90 (1873)(Kutz & Bro. firm at 161 Northampton Street, partner George Kutz resident at that address, while partner John Kutz was resident at 159 Northampton Street;  E.L. Kutz, selling saddlery and hardware at 161 Northampton St. but living on “Ferry ab[ove] Sixth”).   


The 1874 Atlas showed “Kutz & Bro.” with an office apparently at this location on Northampton Street.  D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874). 


� 	Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3.   


� 	Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org. 


� 	1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.409B.   In 1873, Daniel L. Kutz had been listed as a “plater”, living at 199 Ferry Street.  Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 90 (1873). 


� 	American Journal of Progress, “Greater Easton of To-day” 14 (written c.1902 during Mayor B. Rush Field’s second 3-year term, reprinted courtesy of W-Graphics).    


� 	Easton Daily Express, Illustrated Industrial Edition 17, col.2 (Jan. 1893, reprinted by W-Graphics);  see George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory for Easton, [Etc.]  185 (George W. West 1889)(Martin J. Riegel, bookseller, stationer and organ manufacturer, 421 Northampton Street).  


� 	Easton Daily Express, Illustrated Industrial Edition 17, col.2 (Jan. 1893, reprinted by W-Graphics);  see George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Easton [Etc.] ad inside front cover, 179 (George W. West 1892);  George W. West (compiler), Directory of Easton, [Etc.] 213 (George W. West 1894)(books, stationery, pianos & organs, listing addresses at 421 Northampton Street and 17, 19, 21 South 4th Street, house at 340 Bushkill Street).  


� 	Advertisement, Easton Daily Free Press, Fri., 23 Oct. 1896, p.1, col.7 (music “now on sale at M.J. Riegel’s New Music House, 206 Northampton St., Easton”).   


� 	American Journal of Progress, “Greater Easton of To-day” 12, col.1 (written c.1902 during Mayor B. Rush Field’s second 3-year term, reprinted courtesy of W-Graphics).  


� 	Deed, Benjamin F. (Emma L.) Riegel to Horace M. Norton, A29  440 (20 Apr. 1899)(sale price $14,000);  see separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Norton Building at 201 Northampton Street.   


� 	Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1937-38 317 (R.L. Polk & Co., Inc. 1937)(Lauter Company, Mrs. E.C. McDowell, manager, pianos, at 423 Northampton Street);  accord, West’s Easton, Pa and Phillipsburg, NJ Directory 332 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1932)(Lauter Piano Co., Mrs. E.C. McDowell, branch manager, listed at 423 Northampton Street). 


� 	See separate listing for the Lauter’s Building, and in particular Lauter Building #2 at 223 Northampton Street.  


� 	Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1975 304 (R.L. Polk & Co., Inc. 1975).  See separate listing for the Hay Building, 339-41 Northampton Street.  





