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(Photo by Richard F. Hope) 

Rosenbaum Building (407-09 Northampton Street, now New York Tailors)


6-1/2 story, with green bay window from the second to the sixth story; striking and elaborate roof façade, includes two “Greek-influenced” pilaster columns with finial towers flanking a peaked roof, and “detailed lattice work”.
  


The property is a small portion at the SW corner of Original Town Lot No.217, as surveyed by William Parsons when Easton was formed in 1752.
  This Lot was later carved up into smaller real estate parcels.  Parsons reserved all of Original Town Lot 217, as well as Lot 218 (next to the West), for his own use.  He initially built his residence on this property, facing Hamilton (now North Fourth) Street close to (but not on) Northampton Street, on ground that is apparently part of the Pomp / Bixler Building property (at 401 Northampton Street) today.  Parsons’s residence “was probably the first house built in Easton after the erection of Northampton County in 1752.”
  It was probably built of logs – and certainly was not the brick building on the property today, because the first brick construction in Easton was not begun until 1792.
    


William Parsons (1701 – 1757) was the founder of Easton.  He was apprenticed as a shoemaker in England as a boy;  made his way to Philadelphia before his 21st birthday, and opened his own successful shop Philadelphia.  He taught himself mathematics and surveying, and became one of Benjamin Franklin’s associates, becoming a charter member of Franklin’s Union Fire Company, and in 1734 the Librarian of Franklin’s Library Company.  He also began making professional surveys in the 1730s, and was appointed Surveyor General of Pennsylvania from 1741-48.
  In 1750-51, he was a dominant member of the team that settled the disputed boundary line between Delaware and Maryland.
  In 1752, he was sent by his patrons, the Penn Family, to survey and lay out the new site for Easton, and remained in the new town as the Penns’s representative to sell land to settlers.
  He remained to direct Easton’s affairs and (as a Major in the militia) the defense of Northampton County during the first years of the French and Indian War,
 and died in Easton in 1757 in his new stone residence now numbered 60 South Fourth Street (the Parsons-Taylor House).


Parsons, despite his pivotal role in founding the town, was not happy about his appointment to Easton,
 and in any event was building a stone house for himself at the corner of Fourth and Ferry Streets (which he finally occupied in 1757).
  He never bothered to obtain formal title to the property at the corner of Northampton and Hamilton (now North Fourth) Streets.  Nearly two years after his death, his Executor obtained a formal patent to that land from the Penn Family for an annual rent of 14 shilling sterling, and sold the entire property in the following year to Meyer Hart.
 


Meyer Hart was an original Easton settler in 1752 who became the town’s wealthiest merchant.
  He was Jewish, but in 1755 he contributed 20 lbs of nails to the building of the first (log) schoolhouse which was also used by the German Reformed Congregation for their worship services,  which the Church to this day commemorates with a Star of David on a stained glass window.
  In 1760, Hart had purchased Easton founder William Parson’s log house, from Parson’s estate.
  In 1764, he purchased a property on Northampton Street to the North of Hamilton (later, 4th) Street, which he may have used for his store building for ten years.
  Meyer Hart began sending grain to Philadelphia in Durham boats in approximately 1770
 – thus foreshadowing the great grain market trade that Easton would achieve after the Revolution.
  In 1780, when Pennsylvania emancipated its Negro slaves, Meyer Hart owned five of them – although three were only children.
  At the peak of his fortunes he owned “two houses, several slaves, a bond servant, six lots, a horse, a cow, and his stock in trade.”
  He sold the store property North of Hamilton (later, 4th) Street in 1774.
  It was Meyer Hart who gave the “lavish” ball in 1782 in the Easton Courthouse for General George Washington and his staff, which resulted in a social scandal after his daughter, Judith, married a Christian officer.
  By that time, however, Meyer Hart’s business fortunes were declining.
  He moved to Philadelphia in 1783.
  In that year, he assigned some of his real property in an attempt to satisfy creditors, and in 1785 liquidated other out-of-town properties.
  In 1787 he lost the two old Parsons property Lots in a Sheriff’s sale to Peter Shnyder, a tanner.
  Shortly thereafter, Shnyder purchased a release of the annual rental fee from the Penn Family.
  Peter Shnyder/Schnyder (1753 – 1823
) is probably the same person who served as one of the three Trustees of the German Reformed congregation to receive John and Richard Penn’s gift of land, on which the German Union Church was built in 1775-76.
  He is reputed to have been Easton’s richest citizen in 1790, with a residence at the corner of Bushkill and Pomfret (later North 3rd) Streets.
  


Peter Schnyder died intestate in 1823, and his heirs divided up the two old Parsons property Lots into smaller pieces of property, and sold them off separately.
  In particular, two parcels were sold to Peter Miller in 1824, including a portion of Original Town Lot No.217 located at the corner of Northampton and Hamilton (now Fourth) Streets that contained all but a 6” strip of today’s Rosenbaum Building property.
  Peter Miller was Easton’s “merchant prince”
 and one of the three “rich men of Easton”.
   He died in 1847, at age 81.
  His nephew, also named Peter Miller (of Ohio), inherited much of his real estate.  In 1849, nephew Peter Miller used 2/5 of this inheritance to pay his agent in Easton, named Samuel Wilhelm,
 and another part to settle the legal bills his two prominent Easton lawyers
 who prosecuted a lengthy (and ultimately successful) lawsuit to annul one of the will’s charitable bequests, resulting in a landmark decision of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.
  With the lawyers’ bills resolved, in late 1849 Miller and Samuel Wilhelm partitioned the remaining real estate to settle Wilhelm’s interests – this property being among those that Peter Miller himself kept.  At that time, it was occupied by “John Dehart and others”.
   One of the “others” was apparently Mrs. E.H. Harmony, a milliner, who (it was later said) had been a long-term tenant in a building on the portion of the property that would later become the Rosenbaum Building.  She was said to have been selling millinery there since 1826.
  She was certainly listed in the building in the first Eason Directory of 1855, and thereafter.
  The address (prior to the inauguration of the modern street numbering scheme) was 149 Northampton Street.
 

Peter Miller (of Ohio) died the following year (in 1850).
   Shortly before he died, his agent concluded a contract of sale for the property along Northampton Street to Peter Pomp.  Unfortunately, the transaction had not closed before Miller’s death, and it took a private act of the Pennsylvania Assembly to authorize a completion of the transaction, which was concluded by a deed dated 1 April 1850.
  One day later, Pomp sold off the strip of land that would ultimately become the Rosenbaum Building.  

· Peter Pomp established his drug store on the land he retained at the corner with North 4th Street.
 
The separate strip was bought in 1850 by John Herster,
 an early Easton industrialist who built mills and distilleries along Bushkill Creek, as well as a local politician.  An account of his history is given in connection with the Tindall House in Centre Square, where he lived and where his granddaughter and her husband, John Tindall, lived after him.
  If Mrs. Harmony was indeed a tenant in the building by this time (as later suggested – see above), that may have attracted Herster’s interest in the property:  Ebezena Harmony was Herster’s granddaughter.
  At all events, when Herster died in 1856 (at age 97),
 his will gave houses to a number of his grandchildren.  Prominent among those heirs in the will and in a codicil attached to it was Ebezena Harmony, wife of William J. Harmony -- clearly the same person as milliner “Mrs. E.H. Harmony” listed in the city directories.  Mrs. Harmony originally received a house at the SW corner of Spring Garden and Pomfret (later called 3rd) Streets,
 but (in a codicil) this was apparently changed to the frame building that Herster had purchased from Peter Pomp on Northampton Street.
  


By 1873, the same address at 147 Northampton Street was also occupied by Samuel Phillippe & Co, a firm of gunsmiths.
  Phillippe was assigned to the address of 407 Northampton Street when the modern street numbering scheme was adopted at the end of 1873/beginning of 1874.
  Phillippe had apprenticed  in Peter Young’s famous gun shop in Easton at some time between 1817 and 1823.
  Phillippe is not known today for his guns, but rather for his invention of the split-bamboo fishing rod in the U.S., made about 1846.
  
· At the time he invented his fishing rod, Mr. Phillippe’s shop was apparently not located in Northampton Street.
   

Levi Rosenbaum purchased the building at 407 Northampton Street from Mrs. E.H. Harmony (then 82 years old) and the other Herster heirs in 1876.
  He began his millinery business in 1869
 at a location farther West on Northampton Street, apparently in a stone building on the western side of the Field Building’s lot.
  At the time Rosenbaum purchased the property, Mrs. Harmony was 66 years old,
 and may have been retired from the millinery business.
  Rosenbaum moved his millinery business down to his new location by 1879.
  Rosenbaum then constructed the present “Rosenbaum Building”
  at his new location to accommodate his successful business;  he opened it in 1887, to an overflow crowd of over 5,000 visitors on opening day.
  The first two floors were built of brick;  the top floors are wood frame, covered with a galvanized iron façade.
  Residential apartments were rented in upper stories, over the store.
  For example, the W.J. Daub furniture store (located next door at 403 Northampton Street
) leased several upper floors for its business.  The building was “reconstructed” after Daub left
 in approximately 1901
 -- perhaps in 1902, at the same time the Field Building next door (to the West) was substantially “remodeled and enlarged”.
  

Rosenbaum’s millinery store was still in business in the ground level of the building in 1926,
 occupying the first and second stories
 with tenants located upstairs.
  During the great Field Building fire next door on the night of 21-22 September 1926, the Rosenbaum Building was “on fire several times but the flames were drowned out.”  The collapse of the Field Building into Northampton Street at 4 AM gave firemen the respite they needed to save the Rosenbaum Building.
  After the fire, Rosenbaum and the Field Family made agreements to sell Rosenbaum a 6” strip of land (covering some of his joists and girders, which projected slightly into the Field’s space), and to re-establish a fireproof party wall between the properties.  The agreement (as amended) allowed Rosenbaum to build a taller wall (up to six stories) for his building, resting on the party wall constructed jointly by the two owners.
  This he apparently did (see modern photograph above).

Levi Rosenbaum died on 4 June 1933.  His will gave his widow a marital share, and the rest of his property was divided among his five children.  They (and their heirs) held the Rosenbaum Building until 1966, when it was sold to Joseph and Christina Radogna.
  In 1992, after Joseph’s death, Mrs. Radogna transferred the building to her son, Joseph R. Radogna.
  
� 	See Article, “Victorian Architecture”, Easton Express, Thurs., 25 Aug. 1977, p.26, col.1. 


� 	Compare A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937) with Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org.  


� 	A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village 234-35, 240 (Vol. III of the Publications of The Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1940).


� 	See Rev. U.W. Condit, “History of Sitgreaves Street”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 28 Aug. 1896, p.3, col.3 (Cudjo House identified as first brick building in Easton);  James Wright, “Sitgreaves Street has some of Easton’s oldest building”, Easton Express, Sunday, 11 Sept. 1988, p.C-2 (Cudjoe House identified as first brick building in Easton, modern address given as 63 Sitgreaves Street);  Ethan Allen Weaver, “Historical Sketches Relating to Easton and Eastonians No.III”, in Historical Notes First Series 9 (copied in Easton Public Library June 1926)(indicates first brick house in Easton was built by Sitgreaves in 1792 on Sitgreaves Alley to the North of Northampton Street, without identifying Cudjo as the occupant);  Ethan Allen Weaver, “The Forks of the Delaware” Illustrated xi (Eschenbach Press 1900)(same). 


� 	Chidsey, A Frontier Village, supra at 77-83.  


� 	Chidsey, A Frontier Village, supra at 83-84.  


� 	Chidsey, A Frontier Village, supra at 84-85, 89.  


� 	Chidsey, A Frontier Village, supra at 89-93.  


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Parsons-Taylor House, at 60 South Fourth Street.  


� 	See Chidsey, A Frontier Village, supra at 88.  


� 	B.F. Fackenthal, Jr., ”The Homes of George Taylor, Signer of the Declaration of Independence”, Paper read before the George Taylor Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, at Easton, PA, 6 Dec. 1922, at 21 (copy at Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society);  see separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for Parsons-Taylor House at 60 South Fourth Street.  


� 	Deed, Timothy Horsfield, Executor of Will of William Parsons, to Meyer Hart, C1  15 (21 Mar. 1760)(reciting a Patent from the Penn Family in Patent Book A19  133 dated 20 Nov. 1759);  see Deed, Peter (Elizabeth) Shnyder, et al., Heirs of Peter Shnyder (Sr.), to Jacob Weygandt Jr., A5  406 (21 Apr. 1824)(recitals).   See also Northampton County Warrant P29 issued to Timothy Horsfield, Executor of the Will of William Parsons (30 Oct. 1759, returned 20 Nov. 1759), indexed online for Northampton County p.136 Warrant No.29 at www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/di/r17-88WarrantRegisters/NorthamptonPages/Northampton136.pdf, survey copied at Survey Book C155  242 (returned 20 Nov. 1759)(William Parsons, entry of Timothy Horsfield’s name is struck out). 


� 	I. Harold Sharfman, Jews on the Frontier 74-75 (Henry Regnery Company 1977).  See generally Joshua Trachtenberg, Consider the Years, The Story of the Jewish Community of Easton 1752 – 1942 56, 60 (Centennial Committee of Temple Brith Sholom  1944);  Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a 16 (George W. West 1885 / 1889)(“the first merchant of Easton”). 


� 	Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a 17, 59 (George W. West 1885 / 1889);  M.S. Henry, History of the Lehigh Valley 64 (Bixler & Corwin 1860);  see  A Brief History of EASTON, www.easton-pa.com/History/HistoricEaston.htm (accessed 2 Jan. 2005; more recently accessible through the “History” link from the City of Easton’s website at www.easton-pa.com), at “The First United Church of Christ”.  See also A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village 116 (Vol. III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1940)(first shopkeeper).  For a more complete history of Meyer Hart, see generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Pomp/Bixler Building at 401 Northampton Street.  


� 	Deed, Timothy Horsfield, Executor of Will of William Parsons, to Meyer Hart, C1  15 (21 Mar. 1760). 


� 	A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village 259 (Vol. III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1940).  See generally, separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 432-34 Northampton Street.  


� 	Ethan Allen Weaver, “The Forks of the Delaware” Illustrated x (Eschenbach Press 1900).  


� 	See Jacob Rader Marcus, I United States Jewry 1776-1985 151 (Wayne State University Press 1989)


� 	Ethan Allen Weaver, “The Forks of the Delaware” Illustrated xvi (Eschenbach Press 1900)(Rose, age 27;  Fanny, age 17;  Cato, age 6;  Tharase, age 5;  and Jack, age 3).   There was a total of only 11 slaves emancipated in Easton in that year.  


� 	I. Harold Sharfman, Jews on the Frontier 75-76 (Henry Regnery Company 1977). 


� 	A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village 259 (Vol. III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1940).  See generally, separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 432-34 Northampton Street. 


� 	I. Harold Sharfman, Jews on the Frontier 75-76 (Henry Regnery Company 1977);  see separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for Centre Square (000 Centre Square).  


� 	See Jacob Rader Marcus, I United States Jewry 1776-1985 151 (Wayne State University Press 1989);  Joshua Trachtenberg, Consider the Years, The Story of the Jewish Community of Easton 1752 – 1942  66-67 (Centennial Committee of Temple Brith Sholom  1944). 


� 	Trachtenberg, Consider the Years, supra at 67.  


� 	Trachtenberg, Consider the Years, supra at 66.  


� 	Deed, Peter Ealer, Sheriff, for Meyer Hart, to Peter Shnyder, F1  125 (20 Mar. 1787)(£305) ;  see Deed, Peter (Elizabeth) Shnyder, et al., Heirs of Peter Shnyder (Sr.), to Jacob Weygandt Jr., A5  406 (21 Apr. 1824)(recitals).  


� 	Deed, John Penn (the Elder) and John Penn (the Younger) to Peter Shnyder, G1  25 (recorded 13 Nov. 1789)(sale price £18 13s. 4d.) ;  see Deed, Peter (Elizabeth) Shnyder, et al., Heirs of Peter Shnyder (Sr.), to Jacob Weygandt Jr., A5  406 (21 Apr. 1824).    


� 	John Eyerman, The Ancestors of Marguerite Eyerman: A Study in Genealogy 16 (Free Press Book and Job Print 1898).  We see from the deed record below that the Peter Schnyder who owned this property died in 1823, and therefore is not the younger Peter Schnyder (1790 – 1862) that Eyerman notes at page 44.   This property owner is also not the same person as yet another Peter Shnyder, who died in 1774.  See Deed, Casper Doll & Henry Allshouse, Administrators for Peter Shnyder, deceased, to Peter Kachlein the Younger, A4  85 (13 June 1776)(recital that Orphans Court appointed the Administrators for this estate in 1774).  


� 	See Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a 60 (George W. West 1885 / 1889)(Peter Snyder).  


� 	Leonard S. Buscemi, Sr., The Easton PA Trivia Book 270 (Pinter’s Printers, Inc. 1985).  


� 	See, e.g., Deed, Peter (Elizabeth) Shnyder, et al., Heirs of Peter Shnyder (Sr.), to Jacob Weygandt Jr., A5  406 (21 Apr. 1824)(property now numbered 22-24 North Fourth Street);  Deed, Peter (Elizabeth) Shnyder, et al., Heirs of Peter Shnyder (Sr.), to Susanna Young (and another Shnyder Heir), G5  382 (1 Apr. 1825)(property now numbered 18-20 North Fourth Street).  


� 	Deed, Peter (Elizabeth) Shnyder, et al., Heirs of Peter Shnyder (Sr.), to Peter Miller, A5  15 (21 Apr. 1824)(first mentioned parcel, measuring 59’ on Northampton Street X 120’ on Hamilton Street to a private alley).  According to the Northampton County Tax Records map, the first three lots along Northampton Street from the corner with Fourth Street today measure 21’, 19’, and (this one) 21.42’, for a total of 61.42 feet of frontage along Northampton Street.  This is just slightly longer than the 59’ included in the Miller parcel – and (indeed) just slightly wider than the original 60’ included in Original Town Lot No.217.  See A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937).  


	The sliver of Original Town Lot 217 not obtained by Peter Miller was apparently sold to John (Mary) Heckman.  See Deed, Peter (Elizabeth) Shnyder, et al., Heirs of Peter Shnyder (Sr.), to Peter Miller, A5  15 (21 Apr. 1824)(property description states remainder of Lot 217 was conveyed to John and Mary Heckman).  


� 	Floyd S. Bixler, The History with Reminiscences of the Early Taverns and Inns of Easton, 11-12 (Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1931)( Paper Read before the Northampton County Historical Society at the St. Crispin Anniversary Dinner at the Lafayette Hotel on 25 Oct. 1930).  See separate entries on www.WalkingEaston.com for Two Rivers Landing, 30 Centre Square (containing the site of Peter Miller’s residence);  the Log Cabin Lot / Peter Miller Buildings at 209-17 Northampton Street; and Library Hall, at 32 North Second Street (history of Easton Library when located in Peter Miller’s residence).    


� 	Article, “Rich Men”, Easton Argus, Thurs., 21 Nov. 1861, p.2, col.3.   The other two identified by the Argus were Col. Thomas McKeen and Hon. David D. Wagener.  See generally separate entries for the Wagner Mansion (Pomfret Club) at 33 South 4th Street (owned by David Wagener’s son) and the Col. Thomas McKeen Mansion at 231 Spring Garden Street.  


� 	Henry F. Marx (compiler), II Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1799 – 1851 Newspaper Extracts 694 (Easton Area Public Library 1929)(from The Whig and Journal, Wed., 10 March 1847, article stating that Miller had died on the third).  


� 	Deed, Peter (Elizabeth) Miller to Samuel Wilhelm, H7  573 (5 Sept. 1849)(stated sale price $100,000 for 2/5 interest in Miller’s entire inheritance).  


� 	Deed, Peter (Elizabeth) Miller to James M. Port and Matthew Hale Jones, H7  572 (5 Sept. 1849)(stated price $50,000 for 1/5 of the inheritance “and for divers other good causes and considerations”).  Two months later, in return for certain of the real estate, the two lawyers returned their 1/5 interest.  Deed, James M. (Eliza) Porter and Matthew Hale (Mary F.) Jones to Peter Miller and Samuel Wilhelm, C8  94 (21 Nov. 1849)(Tract No.25).    


� 	Hillyard v. Miller, 10 Pa.State 326-38 (Pa.Sup.Ct. 1849);  see Kempton, A History of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation, supra at 217 (decision established Pennsylvania law on the “rule against perpetuities” relating to trusts for the accumulation of income).  


� 	Deed of Partition between Samuel (Mary) Wilhelm and Peter (Elizabeth) Miller (of Ohio), C8  113 (29 Dec. 1849)(Tract No.25);  see also  Deed, James M. (Eliza) Porter and Matthew Hale (Mary F.) Jones to Peter Miller and Samuel Wilhelm, C8  94 (21 Nov. 1849)(Tract No.25 – occupied by John Dehart and others).  


� 	Article, “Field Building Burned, Falls Into Northampton Street”, Easton Express, Wed., 22 Sept. 1926, p.1, col.1, at p.3, cols.1-2.  This article states that Levi Rosenbaum had been selling millinery at the Rosenbaum Building location for fifty years (which is correct – he bought the building in 1876, see below);  and that the seller, Mrs. Harmony, had been in the millinery business there for 50 years before that – which would have begun in 1826, shortly after the building was sold to Easton’s “merchant prince”, Peter Miller (see above).  She would have been 16 years old at that time – certainly old enough to have started work as a milliner under the work standards of the time, although not perhaps old enough to have been the proprietor of the business.  See Jane S. Moyer (compiler), VII Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1885 – 1902 Newspaper Extracts 62 (Easton Area Public Library 1976)(Mrs. Harmony born in 1810).  


	However, the 1926 article also states that Mrs. Harmony was 82 years old when she sold the property to Rosenbaum, which was not true.  It is therefore possible that the 50 years was dated from when she in fact became 82 years old, in 1892.  If that is the fact, then she started in the building in approximately 1842 --  a few years before it was sold to John Herster.  


� 	C[harles] Kitchen, A General Directory of the Borough of Easton PA 33 (Cole & Eichman’s Office, 1855)(Mrs. E.H. Harmony, milliner, 149 Northampton Street);  William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton [Etc.] 122 (William H. Boyd 1860)(E.H. Harmony, milliner, business and residence at 149 Northampton Street);  Talbot’s Lehigh Valley Gazetteer and Business Directory 1864-65  15 (Press of Wynkoop & Hallenbeck 1864)(Mrs. E.H. Harmony, milliner and dressmaker, 147 Northampton Street). 


� 	The 1855 and 1860 City Directories cited above are both clear in listing Mrs. Harmony at 149 Northampton Street.  Since the Old Newspaper Building was 147 Northampton Street (see separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for that address), this places Mrs. Harmony next door – or squarely at the location where the Rosenbaum Building would later be built. The 1864 City Directory (cited above), by contrast, places her at 147 Northampton Street (the same address as the Old Newspaper Building, but this is probably a typographical error.    


� 	Henry F. Marx (compiler), II Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1799 – 1851 Newspaper Extracts 808 (Easton Area Public Library 1929).  


� 	Deed, Peter (Elizabeth) Miller (late of Ohio), by Attorney John Miller, to Peter Pomp, B8  224 (1 Apr. 1850)(sale price $12,050).  


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Pomp/Bixler Building at 401 Northampton Street, and sources cited therein.  


� 	Deed, Peter (Susanna) Pomp to John Herster, B8  226 (2 Apr. 1850)(sale price $3,000). 


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com discussion of the Tindall House, as part of the entry for the Mayer Building at 1 Centre Square.  


� 	Her mother was Mary Herster (1790 – 1868), a daughter of John Herster.  John Eyerman, Genealogical Studies:  The Ancestry of Marguerite and John Eyerman, 56, 78-79 (Easton: Eschenbach Printing Company 1902)(Mary Herster is Eyerman’s ancestor #135, Ebezena Butz is Eyerman’s ancestor #232).  Eyerman’s entries list Ebezena’s father (Mary Herster’s husband) both as David Butz and Daniel Butz, but the record for David Butz (1789 – 18 Feb. 1827) is the most complete.  Eyerman, Genealogical Studies, supra at 78 (Eyerman’s ancestor #34).  The “Daniel” may thus be a typographical error.  Another source also records this person as David Butz (1789 – 1827).  John Butz and Doris Freyermuth, Descendant Chart of Michael Butz 24 (ringer binder in Marx Room dated 1951)(descendant # 373, showing Ebezena Butz as a child and noting her marriage to William J. Harmony). 


	David Butz’s father was Christian Butz (1756 – 10 Oct. 1821) – evidently the man who purchased Opp’s Tavern (forerunner of the Hotel Lafayette) in the early 1800s.  See Floyd S. Bixler, The History with Reminiscences of the Early Taverns and Inns of Easton, Paper read before the Northampton County Historical Society on Oct. 25, 1930, 25 (printed by the Society 1931);  see generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Hotel Lafayette at 11 North 4th Street.  


	Mrs. Harmony’s husband was William J. Harmony (1857 – 1891).  They had four children, one of whom was Read Admiral David B. Harmony, U.S.N., born in 1832.  Eyerman, Genealogical Studies, supra at 78;  see also John Eyerman, The Ancestors of Marguerite Eyerman: A Study in Genealogy 30-31 (Free Press Book and Job Print 1898).   


� 	John Eyerman, Genealogical Studies:  The Ancestry of Marguerite and John Eyerman 54 (Easton: Eschenbach Printing Company 1902).  


� 	Will of John Herster, Will File 6540, Will Book 7  187, at 197-98 (proved 5 Mar. 1856).  This corner property did not descend to Mrs. Harmony, but instead was sold by the Herster estate.  Deed, Joseph Herster and John Eyerman, Executors of the Will of John Herster, to Cyrus Lawall, D9  601 (6 Mar. 1857)(sale price $2,990).  


� 	Will of John Herster, Will File 6540, Will Book 7  204-05 (proved 5 Mar. 1856).  The will actually left life estates in these properties to Eliza, with the remainder to her surviving children.  When the Northampton Street property was sold 20 years later, Mrs. Harmony acted both for herself, as as agent for some of her children whose interests were also being sold.  See Deed, William J. (Ebezena H.) Harmony, et al., to Levi Rosenbaum, B15  366 (23 Mar. 1876)(sellers recited to be heirs of John Herster;  Mrs. Harmony listed as acting as agent for several of the other heirs).  


	See generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 66 North 3rd Street. 


� 	Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 104 (1873).  This same address of 147 Northampton Street was also assigned to the various newspapers located next door, in the Old Newspaper Building now at 103 Northampton Street.  The apparent contradiction has not been reconciled, since Phillippe’s address clearly became 407 Northampton Street under the modern numbering scheme. 


� 	Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3 (spelled Philippe).  No.409 was the residence of Frank King -- presumably over the shop.  Id.  In 1875, Samuel Phillippe was listed as a locksmith and gunsmith, but no commercial address was given.  His residential address was given as 112 North 2nd Street.  Webb’s Easton and Phillipsburg Directory 1875-6  97 (Webb Bros. & Co. 1875).  By 1877, his shop had apparently moved to 16 South 3rd Street, where the commemorative plaque is located today.  See J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1877  116 (M.J. Riegel 1877)(S. Phillipe & Co. lock and gunsmith at 16 South 3rd Street;  Samuel Phillipe, gunsmith’s home is listed at 112 North 2nd Street, while S.C. Phillipe’s residence is listed at 26 North 2nd Street).  By 1879, S.C. Phillippe had taken over the gunsmith shop at 16 South 3rd Street, and had moved into the 112 North 2nd Street address with Mrs. Mary Phillipe (presumably Samuel Phillippe’s widow).  See J.H. Lant, Easton, [Etc,] Directory for 1879  127 (M.J. Riegel 1879).  See generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 201 Spring Garden Street.  


	Prior to 1873, it is not clear where Samuel Phillippe’s store was located.  It had been in the rear of 57 South Sitgreaves Alley (now called Sitgreaves Street) in 1855.  C[harles] Kitchen, A General Directory of the Borough of Easton PA (Cole & Eichman’s Office, 1855).  In 1860 and 1870, only his residential address was given, at 56 North 2nd Street (under the numbering scheme in effect at that time).  William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton [Etc.] 127 (William H. Boyd 1860)(Samuel Phillippe, gunsmith);  Fitzgerald & Dillon, Easton Directory for 1870-71  68 (Ringwalt & Brown 1870)(Samuel Philippe, gunsmith and locksmith).  The number of “l”s and “p”s in Samuel Phillippe’s name spelling appears to have changed frequently over time! 


� 	William B. Hillanbrand, “The Young Family of Gunsmiths”, The Kentucky Rifle Association Bulletin, Vol. 24, No.2 (Winter 1997), at 8. 


� 	Third Street Historical Plaque, pictured in on the cover of Easton Is Home, Heritage Edition – Summer ’05 (Easton Is Home Publications 2005);  Smedberg, Marie, “Not Just Another Fish Story”, The Irregular, July-Aug. 1997, p.19A. 


	Samuel Phillippe’s residence was located at  North Second Street.    


� 	In 1855, he was listed as a locksmith in the rear of 57 Sitgreaves Alley (now called Sitgreaves Street), with his residence at 26 North 2nd Street.  C[harles] Kitchen, A General Directory of the Borough of Easton PA (Cole & Eichman’s Office, 1855).  A historical market/plaque has been placed outside of the Wachovia Bank Building on South 3rd Street (where his shop was located in 1877), commemorating his fishing pole invention.  See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 6 South 3rd Street.     


� 	Deed, William J. (Ebegena H.) Harmony, et al., to Levi Rosenbaum, B15  366 (23 Mar. 1876). 


� 	American Journal of Progress, “Greater Easton of To-day” 7 (written c.1902 during Mayor B. Rush Field’s second 3-year term, reprinted courtesy of W-Graphics);  Ronald Wynkoop, Sr., The Golden Years 137 (self published 1970)(picture caption).  


� 	Fitzgerald & Dillon, Easton Directory for 1870-71  72 (Ringwalt & Brown 1870);  Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 109 (1873)(alphabetical listing at No.157 for both business and home address).   Rosenbaum’s address at No.157 is decidedly farther West than Mrs. Harmony’s address at 149 Northampton Street (in pre-1874 numbers – see below).  


	Rosenbaum’s address was renumbered 419 Northampton Street in the 1874 renumbering scheme.  Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3;  accord, Webb Bros. & Co., Webb’s Easton and Phillipsburg Directory 1875-6  108 (M.J. Riegel 1875)(Levi Rosenbaum, fancy goods, 419 Northampton Street, residence the same);  J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1877  122 (M.J. Riegel 1877)(L. Rosenbaum, millinery and fancy goods., 419 Northampton Street, home at 327 Lehigh Street at the corner with Bank Street).   No.419 Northampton Street is the western-most address number included in the Field Building lot today.  Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org.  It was beyond the address of the Field Building itself at 411-15 Northampton Street.  See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 411-19 Northampton Street.  


	One article indicates that the Field Building lot, prior to 1902, contained an “old stone structure erected in the early days of Easton’s history”, which was incorporated into an extension of the Field Building itself in that year.  Article, “Field Building Burned, Falls Into Northampton Street”, Easton Express, Wed., 22 Sept. 1926, p.1, col.1.  It was presumably this old stone building on the western end of the lot, then, that was the location of Rosenbaum’s first store.  


� 	She was born on 6 January 1810.  Jane S. Moyer (compiler), VII Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1885 – 1902 Newspaper Extracts 62 (Easton Area Public Library 1976).


	A later newspaper article claimed that she was 82 years old when she sold the building to Rosenbaum.  Article, “Field Building Burned, Falls Into Northampton Street”, Easton Express, Wed., 22 Sept. 1926, p.1, col.1, at p.3, cols.1-2.  This does not appear to be correct.  She was, however, 82 years old when she died in 1892 – although her obituary notice said she was 93, indicating either a slightly erroneous birth date or a math error.  Compare Obituary Notice, “HARMONY”, Easton Express, Fri., 17 June 1892, p.2, col.2 with Jane S. Moyer (compiler), VII Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1885 – 1902 Newspaper Extracts 62 (Easton Area Public Library 1976). 


� 	Mrs. Harmony no longer appears in the 1870 City Directory.  Fitzgerald & Dillon, Easton Directory for 1870-71  47 (Ringwalt & Brown 1870).  Levi Rosenbaum does appear there, with a business and home address at 157 Northampton Street.  Id. at 72.  


� 	Rosenbaum was still listed at 419 Northampton Street in 1877, the year after he purchased the building at No.407.  J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1877  122 (M.J. Riegel 1877). 


	He had clearly moved to the new location by the listing in the 1879 Directory.  J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1879  135 (M.J. Riegel 1879)(L. Rosenbaum, millinery at 407 Northampton Street, residence at 327 Lehigh Street);  see 1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.409B (No.409, Dealer in Millinery);  J.H. Lant & Son, Easton [Etc.] Directory 1881-2 (1881)(alphabetical listing for Levi Rosenbaum, millinery, at 407 Northampton St., home at 409 Northampton Street);  Easton Directory 1883-4 (J.H. Lant 1883)(alphabetical listing);  West’s Directory (Easton, etc.) (George W. West 1889)(alphabetical listing);  American Journal of Progress, “Greater Easton of To-day” 7 (written c.1902 during Mayor B. Rush Field’s second 3-year term, reprinted courtesy of W-Graphics).  


� 	See Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton Pennsylvania 21 (The Union Publishing Co. 1914)(“Blocks, Buildings, Halls”, Rosenbaum Building at 407-09 Northampton Street);  H.P. Delano (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton Pennsylvania 25 (Union Publishing Co. Inc. 1925)(“Halls, Blocks, Buildings” entry for “Rosenbaum Building, 407-09 Northampton”).  See also Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton 20 (Charles M. Barnard 1920)(“Halls, Blocks, Buildings” listed Rosenbaum Apartments at 407-09 Northampton Street).  


� 	Advertisement, “Rosenbaum’s Grand Opening!”, Easton Daily Argus, Monday Afternoon, 14 Nov. 1887, p.2 (regarding the opening on Saturday, 15 Oct. 1887).  


	Two modern sources have suggested that the building was constructed earlier, in 1874 or 1875.  Naomi Kaplan, “Rich Heritage of Easton Is There for the Looking”, Easton Express, Wed., 24 Aug. 1977, p.1, cols.2-3 & p.2, cols.5-6 (1875);  City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone C (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982)(1874). 


� 	See Article, “Five Injured Firemen Kept on Until Big Blaze Was Under Control – Two Were Sent to the Easton hospital, Others Went Home; Clearing Away the Debris”, easton Express, Thurs., 23 Sept. 1926, p.1, cols.7-8.  This article states that the first 3 floors were of brick – but the modern photograph, together with a 1910 photograph, confirm that this statement was an error, and should have indicated the bottom two floors instead.  See above and Ronald W. Wynkoop, Sr., The Golden Years 138 (self published 1970).  See also Article, “Blazes In Field Building Ruins Call Firemen Out Three Times”, Easton Express, Sat., 25 Sept. 1926, p.3, cols. 4-5 (concern that the iron covering on the top floors of the Rosenbaum Building “seems to be giving way” after the fire, and tenants were moving their belongings out of the building).  


� 	See 1900 Census, Series T623, Roll 1447, p.104B (lists 8 households at No.409, seven with a single adult, one with two brothers).   Dr. Benjamin Rush Field (physician, twice Easton’s mayor, and Shakespeare expert) had been one of the seven households upstairs in 1900.  See generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entries for the Field Building at 411-19 Northampton Street, and Dr. Field’s later residence at 324 Spring Garden Street


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Old Newspaper Building at 403 Northampton Street, and sources cited therein.  


� 	Article, “Field Building Burned, Falls Into Northampton Street”, Easton Express, Wed., 22 Sept. 1926, p.1, at p.3, cols. 1-2. 


� 	The W.J. Daub & Son furniture business is listed next door in the City Director of 1900 at 403-05 Northampton Street (i.e. next door to the Rosenbaum Building, in the Old Newspaper Building).  In 1901, however, Daub’s furniture business had moved to 353 Northampton Street.  Compare George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Easton [Etc.] 68 (George W. West 1900) with George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Easton [Etc.]  51 (West & Johnson Printing Co. 1901).  


� 	Article, “Field Building Burned, Falls Into Northampton Street”, Easton Express, Wed., 22 Sept. 1926, p.1, col.1.  


� 	Article, “Field Building Burned, Falls Into Northampton Street”, Easton Express, Wed., 22 Sept. 1926, p.1, col.1;  see also Ronald Wynkoop, Sr., The Golden Years 136 (self published 1970)(1910 picture);  Leonard S. Buscemi, Sr., The 2001 Easton-Phillipsburg Calendar 14 (Buscemi Enterprises 2000).  A portion of the building is also visible in the drawing included as the advertisement for W.J. Daub’s furniture store next door, in the Advertisement, West’s Directory (Easton, etc.) opposite p.232, etc. (George W. West 1894).  


	1880 Census shows Daril Kutz living at No.423.  1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.409B.  


� 	American Journal of Progress, “Greater Easton of To-day” 7 (written c.1902 during Mayor B. Rush Field’s second 3-year term, reprinted courtesy of W-Graphics).  


� 	Article, “Blazes In Field Building Ruins Call Firemen Out Three Times”, Easton Express, Sat., 25 Sept. 1926, p.3, cols. 4-5;  Article, “Field Building Burned, Falls Into Northampton Street”, Easton Express, Wed., 22 Sept. 1926, p.1, col.1. 


� 	Article, “Field Building Burned, Falls Into Northampton Street”, Easton Express, Wed., 22 Sept. 1926, p.1, col.1. 


� 	See Agreement, George B. Wood field and B. Rush Field with Levi Rosenbaum, Misc.76  518 (28 Oct. 1926) and amendment at Misc.76  524;  Deed, The Easton Trust Company, Trustee for Field Family, to Levi Rosenbaum, F69  328 (11 Apr. 1927)(6” strip of land sold for $1500).  Rosenbaum had claimed a right to the projecting features by adverse possession.  


� 	Deed, Diane G. (Malcolm) James, et al., to Joseph (Christina) Rodogna, 287  45 (6 Dec. 1966)(sale price $19,000).  


� 	Deed, Christina Radogna to Joseph R. Radogna, 864  14 (25 Mar. 1992)(transfer from mother to son;  reciting that Joseph Radogna had died on 27 Sept. 1991).  





