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(Photo by Richard F. Hope) 

Odenwelder Building  (404-06 Northampton St.,  now housing Utopia (wicker furniture, Map Reference 29).  


3-story, ornate building in Beaux Arts architectural style.  This is the western half of original town Lot No.216, as laid out by William Parsons when Easton was founded in 1752.
  Much of the early history of this Lot is described in the separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 400 Northampton Street.   


The “Odenwelder Building”
 was named for Asher J. Odenwelder’s Drug Store, 404-06 Northampton St.   The Drug Store business was begun in 1824 by a Dr. Fickhardt. It later went through a series of other owners.
  Asher J. Odenwelder, Sr. acquired the business in 1871, then known as J.F. Thompson and Company.
  Mr. Odenwelder was born in 1846,
 and graduated from the School of Pharmacy in Philadelphia.
  He became a well respected figure in Easton, holding (among other things) a Directorship of the Easton National Bank.
  
· In the early 1870s, Odenwelder’s Drug Store was located across Northampton Street, East of Fourth Street, at 129 Northampton Street under the street numbering scheme then in effect (now 345 Northampton Street).
  

The drug store’s move across Northampton Street was apparently facilitated by Asher Odenwelder’s wife, Louisa (or Louise) Groetzinger Odenwelder, the daughter of wealthy landowner Adolph Groetzinger Sr.
  (1815 – 1888).
    (See separate entry for 408-10 Northampton Street for more detail on Groetinger’s life.)  Adolph Groetzinger had acquired all the land at the SW corner of Northampton and Fourth Streets to Pine Alley,
 and extending up Northampton Street to include the three modern lots which today house the Northampton National Bank Building, the Odenwelder Building, and the Groetzinger Building).
  

· Louisa Odenwelder and her father apparently had a close relationship.  In 1880, Adolph Groetzinger lived at 45-47 South Fourth Street, while Louisa and her husband Asher Odenwelder lived at 49 South Fourth Street.
  

By the early 1880s, Asher Odenwelder moved his drug store across Northampton Street onto his father-in-law’s property at the corner with Fourth Street (400 Northampton Street).
 


Adolph Groetzinger died in 1888,
 leaving his land to his widow, Matilda, for life.
  Matilda died on 13 Jan. 1905,
 and daughter Louisa took over the property under her father’s will.  In that year, Asher Odenwelder moved his drug store next door from the corner to this location – still on property owned by the Groetzinger Estate.  A small 2-1/2 story frame house stood on the property at that time.
   Mrs. Odenwelder and her husband replaced (or renovated) the old frame house with the modern Odenwelder Building in approximately 1908.
      


The Odenwelders’ son, Asher J. Odenwelder, Jr., graduated from Lafayette College and his father’s alma mater School of Pharmacy in Philadelphia.
  He went into the family business, and continued his father’s Drug Store and Easton National Bank directorship
 after his father’s death.  The younger Mr. Odenwelder was also the President of the Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society in 1933.
  Ownership of the Odenwelder Building remained in the Odenwelder family until 1975.
    

The Odenwelder Building store was later occupied by the May’s Men’s Store.
   It is today the Utopia wicker furniture store and head shop.  

� 	See A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937)(showing Lot 216 at the SW corner of Fourth and Northampton Streets, with a 60’ front on Northampton Street, originally granted to Jasper Scull).  


� 	See H.P. Delano (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton Pennsylvania 25 (Union Publishing Co. Inc. 1925)(“Halls, Blocks, Buildings” entry for “Odenwelder Building, 404-6 Northampton”) ; Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton Pennsylvania 21 (The Union Publishing Co. 1914)(“Blocks, Buildings, Halls”). 


� 	George L. Seibel, Men of Easton and Phillipsburg (1920)(alphabetical entry for Asher Odenwelder).    


	Dr. Fickhardt is also identified with the business that became the Semple Drug Store (there spelled Fickard), a competitor across the street.  See separate entry for 323 Northampton Street for the history of the Semple Drug Store.  


� 	William J. Heller, II History of Northampton County and The Grand Valley of the Lehigh 262 (The American Historical Society 1920)(“purchased the old established drug business known as J. F. Thompson & Company.”);  George L. Seibel, Men of Easton and Phillipsburg (1920)(alphabetical entries);  accord, Marie and Frank Summa & Leonard S. Buscemi Sr., Images of America:  Historic Easton 110 (Arcadia Publishing 2000).  However, he did not locate his Drug Store at No.404-06 at that time.  In 1874, when Northampton Street was renumbered, No.404 was assigned to Oscar Welslayer’s shoe store, and No.406 to Walter Hamman’s jewelry store.  Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3. 


� 	Philip Odenwelder Online Research Group, “A Partial Descendant’s Chart for Philip Odenwelder”, www.kerchner.com/des9874.htm (accessed 17 June 2009).  This chart shows Asher’s father as Jacob B. Odenwelder (born 1810, died before 1888);  his grandfather as Johan Philip Odenwelder Jr. (18 Apr. 1780 – 3 June 1850); his great grandfather as Johan Philip Odenwelder Sr. (2 Feb. 1748 – 20 May 1828);  and the family’s progenitor who emigrated from Germany as Philip Odenwelder (1721 – c.1795).    It would appear that Asher’s father was the proprietor who erected the Forest House on the Bethlehem Road (now Butler Street – presently C.R. Fanny’s);  and his grandfather (“one of the wealthiest and influential member of the community) was probably the creator in 1834 of “Upper Easton”, which became popularly known as Odenweldertown.  See Leonard S. Buscemi, Sr., The Borough of Wilson, Glendon & West Easton 7 (Buscemi Enterprises 2004).  


Buscemi’s book relates that “Philip Odenwelder” (probably either the family progenitor or his son, Johan Philip Odenwelder Sr.) obtained 200 acres of land in 1772;  that “Philip’s” son “John Odenwelder” inherited the land.  Since Johan Philip Odenwelder Sr. died in 1828, it was probably Johan Philip Odenwelder Jr. who was the “John Odenwelder” who created Odenweldertown in 1834.  There was another brother in that generation named “John Odenwelder”, but he did not have any son Jacob to erect the Forest House as listed in Buscemi’s account – while Johan Philip Odenwelder did have a son Jacob that fits the proper time parameters.  


� 	Marie and Frank Summa & Leonard S. Buscemi Sr., Images of America:  Historic Easton 110 (Arcadia Publishing 2000);  Heller, II History of Northampton County, supra at 262.   


� 	Heller, II History of Northampton County, supra at 262; George L. Seibel, Men of Easton and Phillipsburg (1920)(alphabetical entries).   


� 	Compare Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 17, 91 (1873)(alphabetical listing for A.J. Odenwelder, druggist, at 129 Northampton Street, under the street numbering scheme then in effect) with  Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3 (Odenwelder assigned 345 Northampton Street in new numbering scheme). 


� 	See Heller, II History of Northampton County, supra at 262, and II History of Northampton County, supra at 618.  See separate listing for the Odenwelder Building at 404 Northampton Street, for further details including a discrepancy in the sources over the dates of Odenwelder’s move to this location.  


� 	Jane S. Moyer (compiler), V Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1885-1902 Newspaper Extracts 113 (Easton Area Public Library 1976). 


� 	See Deed, Adolph Groetzinger Sr. Estate to Louisa Odenwelder, G36  318 (21 March 1907).   


� 	Deed, Charles W. Mixsell, Trustee under Will of Jacob Wagener to Adolph Groetzinger, Sr. A12  687 (23 March 1868)(Easton City Lot 216, with a 60’ front on Northampton Street, plus an additional lot to the West with another 30’ front on Northampton Street).  Compare this description with the Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org., and with A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937)(showing Lot 216 at the SW corner of Fourth and Northampton Streets, with a 60’ front on Northampton Street).  


	Jacob Wagener (1790 – 1859) was the brother of John O. Wagner, the property on the other side of Pine Alley that is now the Pomfret Club.  See John Eyerman, Genealogical Studies:  The Ancestry of Marguerite and John Eyerman 44, 46 (Eschenbach Printing Company 1902).   See generally separate entry for the Wagner Mansion, 33 South Fourth Street.  


	See also  D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874)(A. Groetzinger, but appears at the second building from the corner, with no other owner’s names on the first and third buildings from the corner).    


� 	1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.418D (Adolph Groetzinger at No.47);  Obituary Notice, “Groetzinger”, Easton Express, Monday, 9 Jan. 1888, p.2, col.3 (residence at 45 South Fourth Street).  


� 	J.H. Lant & Son, Easton etc. Directory 1881-2 (1881)(alphabetical listing for A.J. Odenwelder, druggist, at 400 Northampton St.);  Easton Directory 1883-4 (J.H. Lant 1883);  West’s Directory for Easton, [Etc.] (George W. West 1889).  See also George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Greater Easton 179 (George W. West 1898); George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Greater Easton 243 (George W. West 1900).  See generally separate entry for 400 Northampton Street;  Leonard S. Buscemi Sr., The Easton Phillipsburg 2003 Calendar unnumbered p.7  (2002) (picture of soda fountain at “Odenwelder’s Pharmacy”).  


� 	William J. Heller, III History of Northampton County and The Grand Valley of the Lehigh 618 (The American Historical Society 1920).  


� 	Will of Adolph Groetzinger, Northampton County Will Book 11  p.101, File No. 11723;  see Deed, Adolph Groetzinger Sr. Estate to Louisa Odenwelder, G36  318 (21 March 1907)(recitals – regarding purchase of property at NW corner of Pine and Northampton Streets);  Deed, Adolph Groetzinger Sr. Estate to Northampton National Bank,  H36  320 (20 March 1907)(recitals).  


� 	See Deed, William J. Daub et al. to Lester Kilbanks, 518  307 (30 June 1975).  This Deed describes what became the “Mohican Market” property at 23-27 South Fourth Street, including recitals that describe the deed from Jacob Wagener’s Estate to Adolph Groetzinger, Groetzinger’s will, the life tenancy of Groetzinger’s wife, Matilda, the inheritance of a life tenancy by daughter Louisa Groetzinger Odenwelder, and the remainder interest in that property to her children, including Asher J. Odenwelder, Jr. and Matilda O. (Odenwelder) Daub (wife of William J. Daub).  See also Deed, Adolph Groetzinger Sr. Estate to Louisa Odenwelder, G36  318 (21 March 1907)(recitals – regarding purchase of property at NW corner of Pine and Northampton Streets);  Deed, Adolph Groetzinger Sr. Estate to Northampton National Bank,  H36  320 (20 March 1907)(recitals regarding corner property at 400 Northampton Street and South Fourth Street).   


� 	See Ronald W. Wynkoop, Sr., It Seems Like Yesterday 352 (self published 1989)(picture c.1905, identifies “Woodring the Hatter” as the Bank’s site of 1909);  Summa & Buscemi , Images of America:  Historic Easton, supra at 40, 50 (photographs dated to 1905).  This 1905 photograph shows Odenwelder’s drug store at the property next to the corner, and also shows that it had been replaced at the corner location by Woodring the Hatter.  The 1906 Easton City Directory confirms this.  George W. West (compiler), Directory of Easton City 212, 320 (George W. West 1906)(Asher Odenwelder at 404-06 Northampton Street, and Joseph G. Woodring at 4th and Northampton Streets).  See also separate listing for 400 Northampton Street.  


	By way of additional confirmation, the 1905 photograph also shows (among others) David Herst, tailor, upstairs in the same building.  Summa & Buscemi, Images of America:  Historic Easton, supra at 50 (1905 photograph showing Herst’s upstairs sign – misidentified as “D. Hirst” in caption).  Herst was also listed in the 1906 City Directory, at No.408 Northampton Street.   George W. West (compiler), Directory of Easton City (George W. West 1906)(alphabetical listing).   


Herst had been located across the street, at 337 Northampton Street, in approximately 1902.  American Journal of Progress, “Greater Easton of To-day” 20 (written c.1902 during Mayor B. Rush Field’s second 3-year term, reprinted courtesy of W-Graphics)(locates tailor David Herst’s store at 337 Northampton Street “upstairs – over Rader’s dry goods emporium.”).  


The photograph cannot be dated too much later than 1905, since it shows the small frame house at this location rather than the newer Odenwelder Building that stands there today.  


	But see William J. Heller, II History of Northampton County and The Grand Valley of the Lehigh 262 (The American Historical Society 1920)(moved to 404-06 Northampton Street in 1908);  accord, Summa & Buscemi, Images of America: Historic Easton, supra at 110 (“In 1908, the store moved to 404-406 Northampton Street.”).  See generally Leonard S. Buscemi Sr., The Easton Phillipsburg 2003 Calendar unnumbered p.7 (2002) (picture of soda fountain at “Odenwelder’s Pharmacy”).     


� 	See William J. Heller, II History of Northampton County and The Grand Valley of the Lehigh 262 (The American Historical Society 1920)(Odenwelder moved to Odenwelder Building location in 1908);  accord, Summa & Buscemi, Images of America: Historic Easton, supra at 110 (“In 1908, the store moved to 404-406 Northampton Street.”).  See generally Leonard S. Buscemi Sr., The Easton Phillipsburg 2003 Calendar unnumbered p.7 (2002) (picture of soda fountain at “Odenwelder’s Pharmacy”).  A 1908 date for construction of the present Odenwelder Building would partially reconcile these authorities’ 1908 date, with the earlier 1905 photograph and 1906 City Directory showing Odenwelder already at that location, albeit in a predecessor building.  (See above).  Construction in 1908 is also consistent with the apparent Beaux Arts architectural style of the current building.   


	Adolph Groetzinger’s residence on South Fourth Street was also left to Louisa Odenwelder.  Will of Adolph Groetzinger, Northampton County Will Book 11  p.101, File No. 11723.  A portion of the South 4th Street land was left to her brother, Charles Groetzinger.   Will of Adolph Groetzinger, Northampton County Will Book 11  p.101, File No. 11723, ¶ Fifth.  Charles petitioned the court to allow a public sale, where his sister Louisa bought his portion of the South Fourth Street property as well.  Deed, Adolph Groetzinger Sr. Estate to Louisa Odenwelder, G36  318 (21 March 1907).  


Mrs. Odenwelder died on 11 Feb. 1934, and the property was inherited by her children, Asher J. Odenwelder, Jr. and Matilda Odenwelder Daub.  Her children, including William J. Daub II, then inherited the land.  See Deed, William J. Daub et al. to Lester Kilbanks, 518  307 (30 June 1975)(recitals);  Deed, Alfred C. Diomeda, Sheriff to National Bank of Boyertown, 815  509 (5 Nov. 1990)(description includes addresses of 23, 25 and 27 South Fourth Street – see chain of title below).    


The combined property, at 23-27 South Fourth Street, became the “Mohican Market”, an Easton institution.  See Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1935 563 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1935)(23-29 South Fourth Street listed to Mohican Co., grocery);  Deed, William J. Daub et al. to Lester Kilbanks, 518  307 (30 June 1975)(recitals);  Deed, Lester (Jacqueline) Kilbanks to Northampton County Industrial Development Authority, 566 44 (15 June 1977);  Deed, Northampton County Industrial Development Authority et al. to New Mohican Market, Inc., 723  301 (31 Dec. 1986).  


The Mohican Market building was originally built in approximately 1878.  See  Joe Nixon, “Mohican Was ‘Gorgeous’ Downtown Anchor Is Ruined”, Morning Call, 7 Oct. 1992, p.B1;  Article, “State Fire Official Confirm Arson Ruling at Mohican”, Morning Call, 10 Oct. 1992, p.B10;  Bruce Winter & Sue Beyer, “Day by Day . . . Brick by Brick . . . the Mohican Came down”, Express-Times, Wednesday, 28 Octo. 1992, p.B-1 (114 years old in 1992 – so built in 1878).  


In the early 1970s, the Mohican Market closed, and the building was taken over by Northampton County.  The County sold it to the “notorious” Switlyk development scheme in the 1980s.  (George Switlyk eventually spent time in federal prison for bank fraud.)  After that, it was sold at sheriff’s sale, and ultimately purchased by Parrish George McClain in 1992.  See Deed, Lester (Jacqueline) Kilbanks to Northampton County Industrial Development Authority, 566 44 (15 June 1977);  Deed, Northampton County Industrial Development Authority et al. to New Mohican Market, Inc., 723  301 (31 Dec. 1986);  New Mohican Market, Inc. to Switlyk Properties, 751 604 (3 June 1988);  Deed, Alfred C. Diomeda, Sheriff to National Bank of Boyertown, 815  509 (5 Nov. 1990);  Deed, National Bank of Boyertown to Edward T. (Katherine H.) Franczak, 851  516 (14 Nov. 1991);  Edward T. (Katherine H.) Franczak to Parrish George McClain, 865  48 (4 June 1992);  Article, “State Fire Official Confirm Arson Ruling at Mohican”, Morning Call, 10 Oct. 1992, p.B10(Mohican Market closed early 1970s);  Lauri Rice-Maue, “Would-Be Savior of Easton Charged with Bank Fraud”, Morning Call, 18 March 1998, p.B5;  Tracy Jordan, “Pomeroy Lofts not abandoned, Pektor Says”, Morning Call, 18 July 2007, p.B7A (“George Switlyk, a notorious developer who ended up doing time in a federal prison for bank fraud.”).  


Parrish George McClain proposed to use the building’s basement for a club named “Kool’s” featuring go-go dancers, but the use was blocked by city officials.  Shortly thereafter, the building was destroyed by arson, the insurance company resisted until 1994 paying for damages, including the city’s costs of razing the building.  In 1994 the property was sold to Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Catholic Church, which owns it today and uses it for a parking lot.  See Tracy Jordan, “Grant may be church’s salvation, Easton wants to save fire-ravaged building’s historic façade”, Morning Call, 11 July 2003, p.B1 (insurance took years to pay City of Easton’s claim to raze the Mohican Market because the fire was ruled arson);  Article, “Boyertown Bank Forecloses on Easton Property”, Morning Call, 28 March 1990, p.5;  Article, “Landmark in Easton Will Go On Block”, Morning Call, 13 Sept. 1991, p.B3;  Alex Roth, “Flames write market’s final chapter”, Express-Times, Wednesday, 7 Oct. 1992, p.B-1;   Joe Nixon, “Mohican Was ‘Gorgeous’ Downtown Anchor Is Ruined”, Morning Call, 7 Oct. 1992, p.B1(Kool’s Club and go-go dancers);  Teresa Anderson, “Suspicious fire destroys former Mohican Market”, Express-Times,  Wednesday, 7 Oct. 1992, p.1;  Article, “State Fire Official Confirm Arson Ruling at Mohican”, Morning Call, 10 Oct. 1992, p.B10(Mohican Market closed early 1970s);  Bruce Winter & Sue Beyer, “Day by Day . . . Brick by Brick . . . the Mohican Came down”, Express-Times, Wednesday, 28 Octo. 1992, p.B-1 (114 years old in 1992 – so built in 1878);  Matt Assad, “City Is Still Holding the Bag After Razing Mohican Market”, Morning Call, 12 March 1993, p.B3;  Gay Elwell, “Mohican Insurance Suit is Settled ‘Substantial’ Sum Paid for Fire Loss”, Morning Call, 31 March 1994, p.B1;  Parrish George McClain to Rev. Sami Hayek as Pastor of Our Lady of Lebanon Maronite Catholic Church, 1994-6-033239 (2 June 1994).  


	Adolph Groetzinger’s Will also left Charles Groetzinger, the “Stone Grist Mill” on Bushkill Creek, the miller’s house next door;  another house on South Third Street; and a half interest in The Franklin House at 418-26 Northampton Street.  Will of Adolph Groetzinger, Northampton County Will Book 11  p.101, File No. 11723, ¶¶ Fifth, Nineth (life interest with remainder to his children).


� 	Summa & Buscemi , Images of America:  Historic Easton, supra at 110. 


� 	George L. Seibel, Men of Easton and Phillipsburg (1920)(alphabetical entries).  Asher Odenwelder, Jr. and his sister, Matilda Odenwelder Daub, inherited the property when Mrs. Odenwelder died on 11 Feb. 1934.  See Deed, Trustees under Will of Asher Odenwelder, et al., to Lester (Jaqueline) Kilbanks, 518  311 (30 June 1975);  see also Deed, William J. Daub et al. to Lester Kilbanks, 518  307 (30 June 1975)(recitals, regarding Mohican Market property).   


� 	Article, “Books, Relics, Tell of Life in the County, Historical Society Has Gathered Dates for 30 Years”, Easton Express, Saturday, 12 June 1937, Jubilee Section B p.13.  


� 	See Deed, Trustees under Will of Asher Odenwelder, et al., to Lester (Jaqueline) Kilbanks, 518  311 (30 June 1975).  See also Deed, Lester (Jaqueline) Kilbanks to John (Jerry) Caponigro, 592-001010  (1 Jan. 1979)(referring to the property as the “Westernmost portion of Lot No. 216 . . . known as No. 404 Northampton Street”, and reciting that the property is bounded on the East by the Northampton National Bank and on the West by property that was “late” owned by the Estate of Adolph Groetzinger, Sr.).  


� 	Leonard S. Buscemi, Sr., Easton Remembered 110 (Buscemi Enterprises 2007).  





