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(Photo by Richard F. Hope) 
Fraley Building (343-45 Northampton Street, now Marie’s Dance Center)


5-story building with modern façade.  The style of the modern building has been identified as “Art Deco”, although the underlying building’s construction date was identified as c.1850.
 
Paul Miller’s House


This building stands on the eastern portion of Original Town Lot No.166, as surveyed by William Parsons when Easton was formed in 1752.
  William Parsons himself apparently purchased the Lot from the Penn Family as agent for Paul Miller to build a house for himself.
  This is curious, since Parsons neglected to obtain patents for his own properties from the Penn Family.
  The reason for this subterfuge may appear from a later (1767) patent, in which a subsequent owner of the property felt it necessary to obtain the Penn Family’s assurances that they would not seek to invalidate the property title based on Paul Miller’s being an alien, since he was “born out of his Britannic Majesty’s Dominions”.
  Miller had also arranged for Jasper Scull to build him another tavern on the opposite (SW) corner,
 on land patented to Scull.
  Jasper Scull was a son of William Parsons’s friend Nicholas Scull, who had succeeded Parsons as the Surveyor General of Pennsylvania, and helped Parsons survey the site for Easton.
  

· The house on the other (eastern) side of Paul Miller’s property (on Lot No.167) was built by Nicholas Scull Jr., another of Nicholas Scull Sr.’s sons, and briefly used to house visitors during the Indian Conferences of the later 1750s.
  


Miller “conducted a stocking weaving establishment” in his house.
  Miller also obtained a license to sell liquor “by small measure”,
 but he probably used this for the inn next door (at the corner with Fourth Street) which he also owned, and leased to Adam Yohe.
 That inn was the forerunner of the modern Hotel Lafayette.
  

Anthony Esser, Colonial Butcher


Paul Miller sold the property to Anthony Esser (also spelled Asheyer and Ashier), a “victualler” (butcher) in 1757.
  Like Paul Miller, butcher Esser was apparently also affected by the technical problem of being an “alien”, and technically not allowed to own property.
  Esser’s usual product was pork (since cows were kept mostly for milk, and sheep mostly for fleece).  Indeed, William Parsons complained in 1757 that he had not seen any mutton in Easton since the “last treaty (July 1856)”, and even if he sent for some there was no servant in his household who knew how to cook it.  Pork was usually salted or dried, and “always broiled, and never roasted or fried”.
  In preparation for the 1758 Indian Treaty Conference, Esser laid in a supply of beef, only to be blackmailed by one of his largest customers.  It seems that Pennsylvania’s Governor attempted to prevent his political enemies (the Quakers) from attending the conferences, by having agents lease all the available housing in Easton.  Nathaniel Vernon, the Quaker ferryman who was responsible for housing and feeding many of the over 500 Indian attendees, threatened to boycott Esser as a meat supplier, unless Esser “quit his house, and let it to the commissioners or the Quakers”.
  

In 1763, Esser sold the property to George Gangware,
 a “Saddler” from Philadelphia.  Two years latter, Gangware sold the property to Peter Schneider, an Easton shopkeeper,
 who in 1766 (under the spelling Schneyder) also obtained a deed for the property from the Sheriff when Gangware’s assets were sold to satisfy a judgment.
  It was Peter Schnyder who cleared up the chain of title through two “aliens” (Paul Miller and Anthony Esser) by obtaining a waiver from the Penn Family.
  After Peter Schnyder (note new spelling!) died, the Orphans’ Court in 1774 determined that there were insufficient assets in his estate to pay his debts.  Accordingly, on 13 June 1776, the administrators of his estate – Henry Allshouse and Casper Doll – sold this property to Peter Kachlein the Younger (apparently, the son of the local Colonel and Sheriff) for £ 190 15s. 6d.
   Two weeks later, on 29 June 1776, Kachlein sold the property back to Casper Doll personally, for an even £ 191.
  

Doll was a resident of Plainfield Township and probably did not live in Easton.  However his daughter, Maria, was married to John Young,
 who established his second a gun shop and residence on the property during the Revolutionary War.
  Casper Doll’s will gave title to the property to his daughter.  Upon her death in 1813, Lot No.166 was split:  she left the western half of the lot (now, the Fraley Building) to her son Peter Young, but her estate sold the eastern half (including a building) to Jacob Wagener.
   

The Young Gun Shop

The Pennsylvania frontier from Lancaster to Easton/Nazareth was the principal location of gunsmiths manufacturing “Pennsylvania long rifles”.  At least half a dozen makers of rifles or other weapons lived or worked in Easton during the American Revolution.
  John Young and his father, Henry Young, were two of the important early gunsmiths in Easton, with their original shop at the corner of what is now McCartney Street and Knox Avenue (up what later became known as College Hill).  John established a second gun shop at his residence on Northampton Street.
  John’s sons, John, Jr. and Peter, also worked in the shop;  John, Jr. apparently lived in a separate house behind his parents’ house, on Church Street.
  Contracts between John Young and the revolutionary Committee of Safety in 1776 made Young “into one of the most prolific gun makers during the American Revolution.”
  

Jacob Wagener, Jacob Fraley, and Beyond

Both John Young and his son, John Jr., died in 1813.
  When Maria Doll Young died in that same year, her will split Lot No.166:  she left the western half of the lot (now, the Fraley Building) to her son Peter Young, while the eastern half (including a house) was sold to Jacob Wagener for $6,510.
  Apparently based upon this deed reference to a building and the large price paid by Wagener, it has been suggested that the building currently on the property was built in 1813
 – if so, then apparently in preparation for the Wagener sale made shortly thereafter.  This is considerably earlier than the c.1850 date estimated by another modern source.
 

Jacob Wagener’s father, Judge Daniel Wagener,
 had built the Merchant Mill on the Bushkill in 1792
 and served as an Associate Judge of the Northampton County Court for 39 years.
  Jacob Wagener (also spelled Wagner) as a young man became a member of the Board of Trustees of Lafayette College.  He was a “public-spirited citizen” known for his “culture and learning”, particularly in literature and the sciences of mineralogy and botany.  He made specimen collections in both sciences, which he contributed to the College.
  

After nearly four decades, in 1850, Jacob Wagener sold the property to George Oberly.
 Two weeks later, Oberly sold it to Stephen Deshler (the businessman who lived in Deshler House at what is now 46 South 4th Street
) acting as trustee for Juliana (also spelled Julia Ann, and Julia Anna) Pomp, wife of Thomas R. Pomp.
  Juliana Pomp was George Oberly’s daughter.
  Mr. Pomp established his drug store in the building, then numbered 127 Northampton Street under the numbering scheme then in effect.
  Thomas Richard Pomp (1818-62) was a son of Rev. Thomas Pomp, long-time pastor of the German Reformed Church on North 3rd Street.  Thomas Jr. learned the drug business by working for his older brother, Peter (at the Pomp Drug Store at what is now 401 Northampton Street).  After an attempt to establish his own store in York, PA, Thomas Jr. returned to Easton and set up shop on his own at this location.  He was successful in Easton, and remained associated with his drug business until his death in 1862.
 


Just before Thomas Pomp’s death, he and his wife sold the property to leather merchant Jacob Fraley in 1862.  At that time, the property included a 4-story brick building,
 in which Fraley established his residence, initially numbered 129 Northampton Street.
   With the inauguration of the modern street numbering scheme in 1874, Fraley’s residence became 343 Northampton Street.
  Fraley remained in residence until 1897
 when he died,
 and his widow remained there after his death.
  At the time of his death, Fraley was “one of the wealthiest residents of Easton.”  He had begun life, however, as “a poor boy” from New Jersey, “driving mules on the towpath between Mauch Chunk and Philadelphia” down the Lehigh and Delaware canals.  After becoming a clerk for Hummel’s leather store in Easton, he opened his own “leather and shoe finding business” in the early 1850s,
 initially also selling leather trunks in partnership with John S. Lehn,
 a member of the Lehn Family that founded Lehn’s Court off Centre Square.
   His business was leased in the Young Gun Shop property at what became 351 Northampton Street, on the other (western) side of the gun shop building.
     

In the 1870s, Asher Odenwelder’s original drug store was also located in Jacob Fraley’s building – specifically listed before 1874 as 129 Northampton Street under the street numbering scheme then in effect, the same street number as Jacob Fraley’s residential address.
  In 1874, Asher Odenwelder’s drug store was renumbered as 345 Northampton Street (compared to Jacob Fraley’s residence next door at No.343).
  By 1880, Odenwelder moved his store across the street to 400 Northampton Street.
  His successor in Jacob Fraley’s building was the Fox & Fulmer “jewelry palace of Easton”, which continued in the building into the early 20th Century.  Both partners of this firm were named Eli.
  Eliz M. Fox had earlier (in the 1870s) been a partner in William Bixler’s jewelry business located a few doors away on Northampton Street.
 


Jacob Fraley died in 1897, leaving the property as a life estate to his widow, Mary.
  She continued to live in the building in 1898,
 but was not found there in 1900.
  She died in 1904;  the property passed to Jacob Fraley King in 1907, and thereafter to other family members.
  Jacob Fraley King apparently remodeled the building, demolishing part of the Fraley residential space and expanding the commercial area.
  Commercial leases continued.  By 1925, and continuing into the 1930s, J.G. McCrory & Co.’s 5 and 10 cent store was located in this building.
  In fact, in 1925 the building was part of a row that included three 5 and 10 cent stores on the Block:  



S.S. Kresge at 349 Northampton Street; 



J.G. McCrory & Co. at 343-45 Northampton Street;
  and 



F. & W. Grand 5-10-25 Cent Stores, Inc. at 327-39 Northampton Street.
  

In the 1940s and ‘50s, the commercial space had become Lerner’s Dress Shop.
  

In 1979, after more than a century of owners descending from Jacob Fraley, the building was sold outside the family for $45,000 to David and Marie Adele Steltz,
 and then in 1986 to Marie Adele Steltz alone.
   It is now Marie’s Dance Center. 

� 	City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone D (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982). 


� 	Compare Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org  with A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937).  Chidsey’s map shows that Lot No.166 began 56’ East of Hamilton (now Fourth) Street, and had a 56’ front on Northampton Street, ending 112’ from Fourth Street.  A review of the modern lots from Fourth Street in the Northampton County Tax Records map shows that the Hotel Lafayette and Military Hall property takes up 56.17’ of frontage on Northampton Street, suggesting that the next two properties (the Fraley Building at 349-51 Northampton St. with a 28’ front, and this Original Odenwelder Drug Store site at 343-45 Northampton St. with a 18.19’ front, constitute the original 56’ Lot No.166.  


	Historian William Heller indicates that Paul Miller lived next door to Nicholas Scull’s hotel.  This is substantially correct.


� 	See Patent, Thomas Penn and Richard Penn to William Parsons, Patent Book A18  246 (14 Mar. 1754)(for annual rent of 7s.) and Deed Poll, William Parsons to Paul Miller, A1  98 (27 Mar. 1755)(reciting that Parsons had obtained the property for Paul Miller), both as recited in Deed, Peter Young, Executor of the Will of Maria Young, to Jacob Wagener, A4  97 (5 Apr. 1814);  see also Chidsey, The Penn Patents, supra with A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village: Pre-Revolutionary Easton 234-35, 239, 253 (Vol. III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1940)(Entry No.37, and see Entry No.5).  


	See also Northampton County Warrant P15, Patent Book A18  247 (11 Feb. 1754, returned 8 Mar. 1754 mis-indexed as 1755), indexed online for Northampton County p.136 Warrant No.15,  www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/di/r17-88WarrantRegisters/NorthamptonPages/Northampton136.pdf, survey copied at Survey Book C155  215 (showing Paul Miller in the survey map and William Parsons as surveyor, reverse page showing Paul Miller crossed out as warrantee and Wm Parsons inserted instead). 


� 	See, e.g., separate www.WalkingEaston.com entries for the Parsons-Taylor House at 60 South 4th Street, and the Pomp – Bixler Building at 401 Northampton Street.  


� 	Patent, Thomas Penn and Richard Penn to Peter Shneider, Patent Book AA7  351 (28 Feb. 1767), indexed online at www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/di/r17PatentIndexes/A-AAPatentIndex293.pdf, as recited in Deed, Peter Young, Executor of the Will of Maria Young, to Jacob Wagener, A4  97 (5 Apr. 1814).  


� 	M.S. Henry, History of the Lehigh Valley 61 (Bixler & Corwin 1860).  Historian Henry does not say why a stocking-weaver should have been chosen – indeed, so heavily courted by Parsons – to build this inn for Scull.  No explanation exists for dating Miller’s arrival in Easton to 1754, while Ferone indicates a liquor license was acquired for him in 1752.  


� 	Patent, Penn Family to Jasper Scull, Patent Book A18 179 (4 Sept. 1753);  accord, A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937).  See also Northampton County Patent S93 issued to Jasper Scull, Patent Book A18 179 (4 Sept. 1753), indexed online for Northampton County p.155 Warrant No.93 at www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/di/r17-88WarrantRegisters/NorthamptonPages/Northampton155.pdf, survey copied at Survey Book C185  152 (3 Sept. 1753). 


� 	A.D. Chidsey, A Frontier Village: Pre-Revolutionary Easton 19-20, 246, 254 (Vol. III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1940).


� 	See Patent, Penn Family to Nicholas Scull (Jr.), Patent Book A18  269 (14 Mar. 1754);  see Deed, President Directors and Company of the Bank of Pennsylvania to John Carey, Jr., C5  62 (20 Apr. 1826)(recital).  Cf. William J. Heller, Historic Easton from the Window of a Trolley-Car 12 (Express Printing Co. and Harmony Press 1911, reprinted 1984)(Scull built a “commodious” stone house on the lot (No.167) which was used as a hotel and residence of the chiefs and warriors from the Iroquois Indian nations during the Indian Conference of 1758);  A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village 19-20, 246, 254 (Vol. III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1940)(Entry No. 38)(rented rooms to “some of the Philadelphians” who attended the Indian conferences, although it had no liquor license).    See generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Hay Building at 339-41 Northampton Street.  


	William J. Heller’s Historic Easton from the Window of a Trolley-Car, supra at 12, correctly locates Paul Miller’s property (which Chidsey places on original Town Lot No.166) as being next door to Nicholas Scull’s Hotel (which Chidsey places on original Town Lot No.167).  However, Heller also places Nicholas Scull’s Hotel at the site of the “Fraley building”.  It is unclear whether the “Fraley building” refers to the building that Fraley owned and used as a residence at 343 Northampton Street – which would actually have been next door to Scull’s Hotel – or to the building at 351 Northampton Street where Fraley’s store was located – which would have been next door to John Young’s gun shop, which Heller erroneously believes was a successor to Scull’s Hotel.  See Heller, Historic Easton from the Window of a Trolley-Car, supra at 12-13.   


� 	William J. Heller, Historic Easton from the Window of a Trolley-Car 13 (Express Printing Co. and Harmony Press 1911, reprinted 1984). 


� 	Chidsey, The Penn Patents, supra;  A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village 234-35, 239, 253 (Vol. III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1940)(Entry No.37, and see Entry No.5).  One authority indicates that it was the second liquor license issued in Northampton County in 1752.  Lou Ferrone, “??Who and What in Easton?? Saloon Keeper – Attorney – Judge All in One Day”, The Irregular, April 2008, p.4. 


� 	William J. Heller, Historic Easton from the Window of a Trolley-Car plate facing 13 (Express Printing Co. and Harmony Press 1911, reprinted 1984).  


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Hotel Lafayette at 11 North Fourth Street, and sources cited therein.  


� 	Chidsey, A Frontier Village, supra at 253;  Indenture Tripartite, William Parsons and Paul Miller to Anthony Ahseyer, A1  100 (7 Sept. 1757)(“Ahseyer” was apparently a clumsy attempt to Anglicize the German pronunciation of “Esser”);  see also Deed, George Gangware and Anthony (Sarah) Ashier to Peter Schneyder, A4  83 (1765), reciting the Indenture dated 7 Sept. 1757 between William Parsons, Paul Miller and Anthony Ashier, and including an annual ground rent of 7 shillings.  It appears that Anthony Ashier, identified as a “Victualler” of Easton, is the same person elsewhere identified as Anthony Esser.  


� 	Patent, Thomas Penn and Richard Penn to Peter Shneider, Patent Book AA7  351 (28 Feb. 1767) as recited in Deed, Peter Young, Executor of the Will of Maria Young, to Jacob Wagener, A4  97 (5 Apr. 1814).  


� 	M.S. Henry, History of the Lehigh Valley 62-63 (Bixler & Corwin 1860).  


� 	M.S. Henry, History of the Lehigh Valley 63, 75 (Bixler & Corwin 1860).


� 	Deed, Anthony (Sarah) Asheyer to George Gangware, A4  81 (17 Sept. 1763), as recited in Deed, Peter Young, Executor of the Will of Maria Young, to Jacob Wagener, A4  97 (5 Apr. 1814);  see Chidsey, A Frontier Village, supra at 253.  


� 	Deed, George Gangware and Anthony (Sarah) Ashier to Peter Schneider, A4  83 (1765), as recited in Deed, Peter Young, Executor of the Will of Maria Young, to Jacob Wagener, A4  97 (5 Apr. 1814);  accord, Chidsey, A Frontier Village, supra at 253. 


� 	Chidsey, A Frontier Village, supra at 253;  accord, Deed Poll, Peter Kachlein, Sheriff, for George Gangwier to Peter Shneyder, A4  84 (16 Dec. 1766), which was recorded 31 Dec. 1813.  This deed gave an extensive recital regarding a foreclosed mortgage debt owed to Jacob Gangwier and Michael Gangwier.  Note the German spelling:  “Gangwere” is obviously an attempt to Anglicize this German name.    


� 	Deed, Thomas Penn and Richard Penn to Peter Schneider, AA7  351 (28 Feb. 1767), as recited in 


� 	Deed, Casper Doll and Henry Allshouse, Aministrators for Estate of Peter Shnyder, to Peter Kachlein the Younger, A4  85 (13 June 1776)(and recitals).  This Deed also recites a conveyance by Thomas and Richard Penn to Peter Shnyder (also Sneider) dated 28 Feb. 1767.  It identifies Shnyder as a “Scriviner”.  


	Henry Allshouse was the first carpenter in Easton, whose house stood in the NW corner of the Square.  See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 301 Northampton Street.  


� 	Chidsey, A Frontier Village, supra at 254.  


� 	Chidsey, A Frontier Village, supra at 254;  Deed, Peter Young, Executor of the Will of Maria Young, to Jacob Wagener, A4  97 (5 Apr. 1814)(recitals).    


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Fraley Building at 349-51 Northampton Street.  


	William J. Heller, Historic Easton from the Window of a Trolley-Car 13 (Express Printing Co. and Harmony Press 1911, reprinted 1984) erroneously identified the Fraley Building as occupying the same location as Nicholas Scull’s Hotel and the Young gun shop.  See also Wright, Colonial Taverns of Northampton County, Pennsylvania, supra at 12; Leonard S. Buscemi, Sr., Easton-Phillipsburg 1999 Calendar 52 (Pinters Printers, Inc., dist. by Buscemi Enterprises 1998).  This error is discussed in detail in the footnotes to the Fraley Building entry in www.WalkingEaston.com, based in part upon A.D. Chidsey’s detailed later research.        


� 	Chidsey, A Frontier Village, supra at 254;  Deed, Peter Young, Executor of the Will of Maria Young, to Jacob Wagener, A4  97 (5 Apr. 1814).   


� 	See William J. Heller, Historic Easton From the Window of a Trolley-Car 12-13, 122, 129, 132-34 (The Express Printing Co., Inc., 1912, reprinted by Genealogical Researchers, 1984);  William Jacob Heller, History of Northampton County (Pennsylvania and the grand valley of the Lehigh 140-41 (American Historical Society 1920);  Marie and Frank Summa & Leonard Buscemi Sr., Images of America:  Historic Easton 48 (Arcadia Publishing 2000).  See generally Budd Davisson, Pennsylvania Long Rifle: Overview on an American artifact, www.airbum.com/NeatShtpix/LongRifle.html (accessed 4 June 2009).  


� 	William B. Hillanbrand, “The Young Family of Gunsmiths”, The Kentucky Rifle Association Bulletin, Vol. 24, No.2 (Winter 1997), at 3, 7.  See also William J. Heller, Historic Easton from the Window of a Trolley-Car 13 (Express Printing Co. and Harmony Press 1911, reprinted 1984)(on the site of the Fraley Building, which he identifies (apparently erroneously) as connected with Nicholas Scull’s Hotel); Wright, Colonial Taverns of Northampton County, Pennsylvania, supra at 12 (and restates Heller’s conclusion that this property connected with Nicholas Scull’s Hotel); Leonard S. Buscemi, Sr., Easton-Phillipsburg 1999 Calendar 52 (Pinters Printers, Inc., dist. by Buscemi Enterprises 1998)(also restate’s Heller’s conclusion that this property was connected with Nicholas Scull’s Hotel).    


� 	William B. Hillanbrand, “The Young Family of Gunsmiths”, The Kentucky Rifle Association Bulletin, Vol. 24, No.2 (Winter 1997), at 3, 7.  This text is inconsistent, as it claims that John Jr.’s house faced both Fourth and Church Street, but that it was also located on Lot No.166.  In fact, Lot No.164 is the one at the corner of Fourth and Church Streets.  It is thus unclear from this course whether John Jr.’s house on the rear of his parent’s main Lot No.166 (but NOT at the corner with 4th Street), or whether it was on the othe side, at the NE corner of 4th and Church Streets in Lot No.164, which the Youngs also owned.  


� 	William B. Hillanbrand, “The Young Family of Gunsmiths”, The Kentucky Rifle Association Bulletin, Vol. 24, No.2 (Winter 1997), at 5. 


� 	William B. Hillanbrand, “The Young Family of Gunsmiths”, The Kentucky Rifle Association Bulletin, Vol. 24, No.2 (Winter 1997), at 9 (John Young Sr. died 6 May 1813, at age 62) and 8 (John Young Jr. died 21 Oct. 1781, at age 31).  


� 	Deed, Peter Young, Executor of the Will of Maria Young, to Jacob Wagener, A4  97 (5 Apr. 1814)(sale price $6,510);  see Chidsey, A Frontier Village, supra at 254.  


� 	See Northampton County Tax Records, www.ncpub.org.   


� 	City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone D (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982). 


� 	See Deed, Robert I. Jones, Turstee under the Will of Jacob Wagener, to Harold P. Newlin, G25  643 (4 Dec. 1894)(recitals).   


� 	Peter Fritts, History of Northampton County 266 (1877, reprint by Higginson Book Company).  


� 	Rev. Uzal W. Condit, History of Easton, Penn’a 193 (George W. West 1885 / 1889);  John Eyerman, Genealogical Studies:  The Ancestry of Marguerite and John Eyerman 38-39 (Eschenbach Printing Company 1902)(came to Easton in 1776).


� 	Selden Jennings Coffin, The Men of Lafayette, 1826-1893:  Lafayette College, Its History, Its Men, Their Record 13 note (Easton, PA: George W. West 1891).   See generally 1850 Census, Series M432, Roll 802, p.141B, Image 289, ancestry.com Image 92 (Jacob Wagener, age 60, owning real estate worth $53,600).  


� 	Deed, Jacob (Catharine S.) Wagener to George Oberly, C8  123 (1 Jan. 1850)(sale price $5,900).  


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for Deschler House at 46 South 4th Street. 


� 	Deed, George Oberly to Stephen Deshler, Trustee for Juliana Pomp, C8  151 (15 Jan. 1850).  


� 	See William Jacob Heller, II History of Northampton County (Pennsylvania and the grand valley of the Lehigh 135 (American Historical Society 1920)(Thomas Pomp married Julia Anna Oberle, daughter of George Oberle).  


� 	See C[harles] Kitchen, A General Directory of the Borough of Easton PA 45 (Cole & Eichman’s Office, 1855)(Thomas Pomp, druggist, 127 Northampton Street).   Prior to 1874, the Hay Building next door was No.125 (see separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 339-41 Northampton Street under the modern street numbering scheme), confirming No.127 for this location.  


� 	William Jacob Heller, II History of Northampton County (Pennsylvania and the grand valley of the Lehigh 134-35 (American Historical Society 1920).   He may have become less active in the last years of his life, however, because the 1860 City Directory lists him as a farmer rather than a druggist.  William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton [Etc.] 128 (William H. Boyd 1860). 


� 	Deed, Thomas R. (Julia Ann) Pomp and Stephen Deshler (Trustee for Julia Ann Pomp) to Jacob Fraley, E10  305 (2 May 1862)(sale price $12,350 for a “four Story Brick Messuage Tenement” on property with a 28’4-1/2” frontage on Northampton Street).  The deed’s property description specifically locates the property between Jacob Hay’s building on the East, and property owned by the Estate of Peter Young on the West. 


	The 1862 deed recites a prior conveyance on 15 Jan. 1850 from George Oberly to Stephen Deshler, Trustee for Julia Ann, and another conveyance on 28 Jan. 1857 by Stephen Deshler (as Trustee for Julia Ann) to Thomas R. Pomp.  


� 	Fitzgerald & Dillon (compilers), Easton Directory for 1870-71 42 (M.J. Riegel 1870);  Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 72 (1873). 


� 	Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3;  accord, Webb Bros. & Co., Webb’s Easton and Phillipsburg Directory 1875-6 50 (M.J. Riegel 1875);  J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1877  75 (M.J. Riegel 1877);  J.H. Lant, Easton, [Etc,] Directory for 1879  79 (M.J. Riegel 1879).  


� 	J.H. Lant & Son, Easton [Etc.] Directory 1881-2  41 (1881);  J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1883-4  47 (1883)(J. Fraley, leather);  J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1884-5 50 (1884)(Jacob “Fradley”, leather);  George W. West (compiler), West’s Guide to Easton [Etc.] 40 (George W. West 1887)(J.Fraley, leather and shoe findings);  George W. West (compiler), West’s Guide to Easton [Etc.]  86 (George W. West 1887);  George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory to Easton [Etc.] 86 (George W. West 1889);  George W. West (compiler), Directory of Easton [Etc.] 95 (George W. West 1894)(Jacob Fraley, gentleman, residence at 343 Northampton, no commercial address listed);  George W. West (compiler), Directory of Easton, [Etc.] 76 (George W. West 1896)(same). 


	But see the 1892 Directory, which puts Fraley’s residence also at his business address at 351 Northampton Street.  George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Easton [Etc.] 78 (George W. West 1892).  This could have simply been a typographical error, or might reflect a temporary relocation during work done on the residence building.  


� 	Obituary, “Jacob Fraley”, Easton Daily Free Press, Monday, 31 May 1897, p.3, col.2.  See also Jane S. Moyer (compiler), V Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1885-1902 Newspaper Extracts 113 (Easton Area Public Library 1976);  III Easton City Deaths 1895-97 37 (Easton Area Public Library 2003). 


� 	George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Greater Easton 71 (George W. West 1898)(Mrs. Jacob Fraley, widow, at 343 Northampton Street).  


� 	Obituary, “Jacob Fraley”, Easton Daily Free Press, Monday, 31 May 1897, p.3, col.2 (when he retired in 1893, had been in business for “over forty years”);  see C[harles] Kitchen, A General Directory of the Borough of Easton PA 37, 38 (Cole & Eichman’s Office, 1855)(Lehn & Fraley, trunk and leather, and John S. Lehn, “shoe findings”, both listed at 133 Northampton Street). 


� 	See C[harles] Kitchen, A General Directory of the Borough of Easton PA 37, 38 (Cole & Eichman’s Office, 1855)(Lehn & Fraley, trunk and leather, and John S. Lehn, “shoe findings”, both listed at 133 Northampton Street). 


� 	See Dale E. Berger, The Family and Descendants of John Adam and Maria Magdelena (Meixell) Lehn of Easton, PA (Lehn Family File, Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library, May 2001) and  separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 115 North 2nd Street, regarding the relationship of John S. Lehn (1823-95), leather dealer and tanner, to his older brother, Michael Lehn, and his nephew George D. Lehn (successor to Christian Butz’s harness store of the 1950s).  


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Fraley Building at 349-51 Northampton Street.  


� 	Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 17, 91 (1873)(alphabetical listing for A.J. Odenwelder, druggist).  In 1874, this was renumbered as 345 Northampton Street.  


� 	Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3. 


� 	J.H. Lant & Son, Easton [Etc.] Directory 1881-2 (1881)(alphabetical listing for A.J. Odenwelder, druggist, at 400 Northampton St.);  Easton Directory 1883-4 (J.H. Lant 1883);  West’s Directory (Easton, etc.) (George W. West 1889).  See generally Leonard S. Buscemi Sr., The Easton Phillipsburg 2003 Calendar unnumbered p.7  (2002) (picture of soda fountain at “Odenwelder’s Pharmacy”).   


� 	American Journal of Progress, “Greater Easton of To-day” 21 (written c.1902 during Mayor B. Rush Field’s second 3-year term, reprinted courtesy of W-Graphics)(Fox & Fulmer firm began in 1880);  J.H. Lant & Son, Easton [Etc.] Directory 1881-2 (1881)(alphabetical listing).   See generally Photograph c. 1880 in possession of Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society.  


� 	At 317 Northampton Street.  See Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 55, 71 (1873)(alphabetical listings, Bixler and E.M. Fox);  Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3.  See generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Bixler-Nightengale Building at 315-21 Northampton Street. 


� 	See Deed, Thomas C. (Emilie M.) Zulick, Jr. to David J. (Marie Adele) Steltz, 601  934 (12 July 1979).  According to recitals in this deed, Jacob Fraley died on 29 May 1897.   


� 	George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Greater Easton 71 (George W. West 1898)(Mrs. Jacob Fraley, widow, at 343 Northampton Street).


� 	George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Easton [Etc.] 100 (George W. West 1900)(No Fraley listed).  


� 	See Deed, Thomas C. (Emilie M.) Zulick, Jr. to David J. (Marie Adele) Steltz, 601  934 (12 July 1979).  According to deed recitals, Fraley’s widow, Mary, died on 26 May 1904.  Jacob Fraley King conveyed the property in trust to a manager in 1907, but took back the property ten years later.  Deed, J. Fraley King to Aaron Goldsmith, Trustee, G36  116 (1 Feb. 1907);  Deed, Aaron Goldsmith, Trustee, to J. Fraley King, Misc.62  352 (4 Apr. 1917).  After Jacob Fraley King died on 10 November 1935, his will left the property to two successive life estates (G. Russell King, who died on 26 June 1939, and then Nelllie Ilene King, who predeceased him on 22 June 1933), and then to Tomas C. Zulick, Jr. in fee.  


� 	According to historian Heller (who would have observed it first-hand), the “greater portion” of the “Fraley building” was “utilized as a part of the present structure and was finally demolished in 1908 to permit the extension of the present store room.”�  Although his language is unclear, this appears to mean that in 1908 (the year after Jacob Fraley King obtained the property) the “store room” (meaning, probably, the commercial space used by the jewelry store) was expanded into the residential area of the “Fraley building”.  William J. Heller, Historic Easton from the Window of a Trolley-Car 12 (Express Printing Co. and Harmony Press 1911, reprinted 1984).   





� 	H.P. Delano (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton Pennsylvania  389, 433 (Union Publishing Co. Inc. 1925)(S.S. Kresge Co. five and ten cent store at 359 Northampton Street;  J.G. McCrory & Co. “5c and 10c store” at 343-45 Northampton Street);  West’s Easton Pa. and Phillipsburg, N.J. Directory 680 (R.L. Polk & Co. of Philadelphia 1930). 


� 	H.P. Delano (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton Pennsylvania  433 (Union Publishing Co. Inc. 1925)(S.S. Kresge Co. five and ten cent store at 359 Northampton Street;  J.G. McCrory & Co. “5c and 10c store” at 343-45 Northampton Street);  West’s Easton Pa. and Phillipsburg, N.J. Directory 680 (R.L. Polk & Co. of Philadelphia 1930). 


� 	Deed, F. & W. Grand 5-10-25 Cent Stores, Inc. to F. & W. Grand Properties Corp., A53  672 (1 May 1924);  H.P. Delano (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton Pennsylvania 298 (Union Publishing Co. Inc. 1925). 


� 	Leonard S. Buscemi, Sr., The Easton-Phillipsburg 2008 Calendar unnumbered p.27 (Buscemi Enterprises 2007);  Leonard S. Buscemi, Sr., Easton Remembered 53 (Buscemi Enterprises 2007)(caption).  


	The 1948 picture in Leonard S. Buscemi, Sr., Easton Remembered 53 (Buscemi Enterprises 2007), which is said to show the Colonial Store and Morris Credit Jewelers at this location, is incorrectly attributed.  Mr. Buscemi firstly captions the picture as showing the “south” 300 Block of Northampton Street – although the buildings he identifies as successors (including The London Shop) are clearly from the North side of that Block.  More importantly, even after correcting to the North side, the picture does not correlate with the addresses in the Easton City Directories for 1947 or 1949.  The picture (aided by Mr. Buscemi’s caption) shows four identifiable businesses, as follows (moving from right to left): 


		W.E. Bibleheimer, Alderman (second floor)


		Colonial Store


		Morris Credit Jewelers


		Kinney Show Store 


	The Easton City Directories do not identify any W.E. Bibleheimer in town at that time;  moreover, Easton had a City Council, and not Aldermen.  The Kinney Shoe Store and the Colonial Store existed, but in the 400 Block (not the 300 Block), at 419 and 421 Northampton Street, respectively.  Morris Jewelers (between those two stores in the picture), in fact was listed in the Directories as being at the SE corner of 4th and Northampton Streets.  See Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1947  55, 102, 265, 345, 729-30 (R.L. Polk & Co., Inc. 1947);  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1949  14, 56, 104, 275, 359, 752-53 (R.L. Polk & Co., Inc. 1949).   In fact, as indicated above, in 1947 and 1949 the Sun Ray Drug Co. was located in the Hay Building at 339-41 Northampton Street.  Next door was the Lerner Shops at 345 Northampton Street;  and next to that was the S.S. Kresge & Co. store at 349 Northampton Street – both of these stores acknowledged by Mr. Buscemi’s caption as coming “later”.  See Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1947, supra at 752;    Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1949, supra at 729.  It appears that Mr. Buscemi’s picture was probably of another town, not Easton.  It is probably not even of the 400 Block of Easton, for two reasons:  first, because Morris Jewelers is interpolated between the other two stores, and second, because the other two stores were in the opposite order (right to left) based upon their Directory numbers, than is shown in the picture.   


� 	Deed, Thomas C. (Emilie M.) Zulick, Jr. to David J. (Marie Adele) Steltz, 601  934 (12 July 1979).


� 	Deed, David J. (Marie Adele) Steltz to Marie Adele Steltz, 739  199 (26 Nov. 1986).  





