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Sitgreaves’ Folly:

McKeen-Young Mansion side nearest the viewer
(Photo by Richard F. Hope) 
Sitgreaves’ Folly (West): McKeen-Young Mansion  (241 Northampton Street, now River Grille)  
  


3-1/2 story red brick, windows with ornate shells-&-scrolls trim, rounded dormers.  An impressive grand ballroom is located on the second floor.


The early history of this property is given in the separate entry for 62 Centre Square.  Easton magnate Samuel Sitgreaves acquired the land for his “Sitgreaves’ Folly” mansion in 1812 from John Ross, who owned the entire block to the corner with Centre Square.  This “Folly” property occupied a front of 60 feet on Northampton Street.
  One authority has stated that the “Folly” itself occupied all of this front,
 which is in accord with a water color picture painted by Mary Elizabeth Maxwell (later Mrs. Washington McCartney) shortly thereafter.
  The “Folly” took some five years to build,
 standing three stories high
 with an “imposing central entrance of an old English design.”
  Sitgreaves lived here beginning in 1817, and died here in 1827.
  
· Samuel Sitgreaves was a lawyer; a Federalist Congressman from Pennsylvania; and from 1798 a US Commissioner to Great Britain regarding British claims under the Jay Treaty.  In addition, he was the first President of The Easton Bank, a leader of the campaign to build the Delaware River Bridge XE "Delaware River Bridge"  in 1806,
 and made crucial donations to found Easton’s Library Hall
 and the Easton Trinity Episcopal Church.
  He also served as Chief Burgess of Easton in 1789-90 and 1791-99.
  

On 19 March 1831, approximately four years after Sitgreaves’ death, a major fire “almost entirely destroyed” two “very large three-story” brick buildings which were the “property of late Samuel Sitgreaves, Esq.”  One of these buildings – and apparently the one in which the fire started – was the “Folly”.
  Another article at the time indicates that one of the two buildings on the Sitgreaves property was pulled down to contain the fire.
  However, a later newspaper article and a picture painted four years after the fire suggest that the Sitgreaves’ Folly building (as, presumably, extensively renovated) did survive the fire.
  The 1831 fire also damaged some 8 adjoining structures, including the “extensive establishment of William White and the large German (First Reformed) church;  and if they had not been promptly extinguished would have burned the whole northwest part of the town.”  A line of Easton men and women handed “leathern buckets” of water from the Delaware River to the fire engines (and a second line returned the buckets for more water), in order to contain the fire.
  


In 1831 (apparently after the fire), the western half of the property, together with the attached brick building at the back, was sold by the Sitgreaves Estate to Sitgreaves’ protégé, Colonel Thomas McKeen (also sometimes spelled McKean).  Despite fire damage, at least something of the building apparently remained on the property when its ownership was transferred.
  

· McKeen was a leading Easton citizen and a principal protégé of Samuel Sitgreaves.
  McKeen (1763 – 1858
) had been born in northern Ireland,
 but in 1827, McKeen succeeded Sitgreaves as the second President of the Easton Bank.
  He became known (in conjunction with Sitgreaves initially) as “the great Financier” of Easton projects;  it was said that his biography for the 44 years of his life in Easton “would, to a large extent, be the history of Easton” itself.
  Col. McKeen obtained his military rank from the state militia, which he joined during the Whiskey Rebellion in 1794,
 and was promoted to major and later colonel afterwards.
  He was a “ruling elder” of the First Presbyterian Church of Easton for 35 years, and died in 1858 at the age of 96.
  He was later referred to as one of the three “rich men of Easton”.

· At about the same time that he acquired this property, Col. McKeen also built a mansion for his new wife, Harriett Porter McKeen, at 231 Spring Garden Street.   That mansion also still stands today.
  

Col. McKeen died without surviving children in 1858.
  In 1864, his estate sold this property to one of the Colonel’s nephews,
 a “Cotton Manufacturer” also named Thomas McKeen,
 who was also one of the executors of his will.
  Cotton Manufacturer McKeen extensively remodeled this house
 to add the Mansard roof and many of the other decorations in the “Second Empire” style that are visible on the house today.
  Although this Mansard roof is now clearly separate from the Sitgreaves’ Folly (East) “Montague Building” next door, a visual inspection of the exterior indicates that the original three floors of both buildings still line up with each other.  


After Cotton Merchant McKeen died in 1867, his Northampton Street property was inherited by his daughter, Jane Young.
  She had married William Young,
 who thereafter operated his steam and gas fitting, and plumbing” business from this building, and maintained it as the family residence.
  Young, originally a native of County Antrim in Northern Ireland, had apprenticed as a plumber in New York, and previously practiced in Boston.  He began his “Easton Brass Works” plumbing business in 1858, when there was only one other plumber (Robert Peacock) in town.  He moved to this building from an original shop at the corner of Green and Northampton Streets. He later established an “extensive works” at the corner of Church and Sitgreaves Streets (behind his home).  Young was awarded a number of patents for plumbing devices, and was also an expert in the new area of electricity, becoming an incorporator and later a director of the Easton Edison Electric Light Company.
   
· In 1862, William Young had served as a private in Company A of the 5th Pennsylvania Regiment of Emergency Militia.  This Regiment was raised as part of the Governor’s call for 50,000 men, in response to General Lee’s “triumph in the second battle of Bull Run” and his brief invasion of the North in September 1862 that ended at the Battle of Antietam on 16-17 September.  The Pennsylvania “Emergency Men of 1862”, mustered in on 11-13 September, were sent back to Harrisburg and disbanded on 24-27 September.
 
· Prior to the renumbering of Northampton Street in the late 1870s, the property was listed as 67 Northampton Street.
  

· The relative financial standing of the couple is illustrated by their respective tax assessment for 1875:  her assets (including the Northampton Street house) were valued at $79,500, while her husband’s assets were only valued at $3,060.
  

· The property’s value decreased during the recession of the 1870s, to $19,000 in the1876 reassessment, and further down to $16,000 in the 1879 reassessment.
  However, even through these economic hard times the property did not revert to the low values (either for tax or deed purposes) that it had shown in the early 1860s, further confirming that physical building improvements probably caused the drastic increase in valuation during Cotton Manufacturer Thomas McKeen’s tenure. 

By 1896, “Young’s crockery store” was operated from a store front in the building.
  William Young died on 7 October 1904, his wife Jane Mckeen Young on 3 November 1912, and they are both buried in Easton Cemetery Plots F-300-307.
 

In 1898, the well-known Abel’s Confectionery and Ice Cream Parlor (then run by J. Edward Abel) had expanded into this building from next door, and Abel also became a resident.
  Abel’s Confectionery continued here into the early 1930s, run then by Mary Abel and Isabel A. Hartzell.
  During the Abels’ tenancy, Jane Young died (in 1912), and the building was sold to Howard A. Hartzell.
 


From approximately the turn of the 20th Century, W.M. Heiberger’s retail boot and shoe business was also located at No.243.
  It appears to have continued into the 1930s.
    


In the 1990s, the Tim Hare Fine Art Studio was located in the former second-floor ballroom.
  A comparison of the modern building with an 1906 photograph shows much similarity.  The canvas awnings of 1906 have been removed, and the first story entry has been moved to the middle of the building and modernized.
 

� 	Easton Heritage Alliance, House Tour 1996: Historic Easton Homes and Gardens 45-46 (18 May 1996).  


� 	Deed, John (Mary) Ross to Samuel Sitgreaves, H3 40 (1 May 1812);  Article, “History of Sitgreaves Street”, The Daily Free Press, Friday, 28 Aug. 1896, p.3, col.3 (building where Sitgreaves died was Abel’s confectionery store in 1896)  see also F.S. Bixler, “’Hon. Samuel Sitgreaves’, An Illustrious Citizen of Northampton County”, Speech read at meeting of Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, 18 Feb. 1922, at unnumbered p.5;  Floyd S. Bixler, The History with Reminiscences of the Early Taverns and Inns of Easton, Paper read before the Northampton County Historical Society on 25 Oct. 1930, 16 (Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1931)(“Sitgreaves’ Folly” occupied a “sixty feet front, occupying the present site of the three-story properties of Abel’s Confectionery, Heiberger’s Shoe Store and Montague’s Stationery Store”).  


	Sitgreaves purchased the entire half-block for his “Folly” from John and Mary Ross in 1812.  The property consisted of the eastern half of four town lots (Nos. 77-80) whose chain of title went back to John and Richard Penn, and in the case of three of the lots were previously sold to John Ross by Samuel Sitgreaves himself.  These complicated chains of title are recited at length in the Ross to Sitgreaves Deed cited above.  See also A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937).  


� 	Floyd S. Bixler, The History with Reminiscences of the Early Taverns and Inns of Easton, Paper read before the Northampton County Historical Society on 25 Oct. 1930, 16 (Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1931)(“Sitgreaves’ Folly” occupied a “sixty feet front, occupying the present site of the three-story properties of Abel’s Confectionery, Heiberger’s Shoe Store and Montague’s Stationery Store”).  When Bixler wrote in 1930, Montague’s was located at the corner of Sitgreaves Street, and Abel’s was in the McKeen-Young Homestead next door.  See H.P. Delano (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton Pennsylvania 25 (Union Publishing Co. Inc. 1925)(“Halls, Blocks, Buildings” entry “Montague Building, Sitgreaves cor Northampton”, and alphabetical listing).  


� 	Water color painting in the possession of the Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society.  This painting was reproduced in Ethan Allen Weaver, “The Forks of the Delaware” Illustrated xxvi (Eschenbach Printing 1900)(dated c.1835).  See also Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, Water Colors Painted by Mary Elizabeth Maxwell McCartney About 1840 Views of Old Easton No.4 (undated, in McCartney File), which also dates the picture to 1835.  A black-and-white version of this painting is included in the separate www.WalkingEaston.com article on 62 Centre Square.  The picture shows a 3 story building just to the East of the corner, which the Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society’s accession notes identify as being the Sitgreaves’ Folly building, although the Society’s unstated authority for this was Floyd Bixler (based on the identification of later stores in the accession notes, which are the same stores identified by Mr. Bixler).  See Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, Water Colors Painted by Mary Elizabeth Maxwell McCartney About 1840  Views of Old Easton (undated, in McCartney File)(No.4).   


	An 1831 newspaper article speaks of two Sitgreaves buildings apparently located on the property at the corner of Sitgreaves and Northampton Streets.  See Ethan A. Weaver, “A Disastrous Fire Sixty-nine Years Ago”, reprinted in Ethan Allen Weaver, Historical Notes First Series 153 et seq. (Easton Public Library June 1936)(quoting article in an unnamed newspaper of March 1831).  However, one of these brick buildings might have been located in the rear of the property, rather than fronting on Northampton Street.  See Deed, James Linton, Executor of Samuel Sitgreaves to Thomas McKeen, H5 328 (10 Sept. 1831).  


� 	Floyd S. Bixler, The History with Reminiscences of the Early Taverns and Inns of Easton, supra.  


� 	See Deed, Gamble Young to Thomas McKeen, H10 553 (6 Sept. 1864), which (in describing the McKeen-Young property that was Sitgreaves Folly (West) in 1864 speaks of land “on which are erected a large Three Story Brick building three story Back Building and other improvements”.  Only Col. Thomas McKeen had owned that property  between Sitgreaves’ death in 1827 and the date of this two-step conveyance by McKeen’s estate to his nephew (see separate entry for 241 Northampton Street), so it seems likely that the property described in the 1864 Deed is as it was built by Sitgreaves himself.  
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� 	Floyd S. Bixler, The History with Reminiscences of the Early Taverns and Inns of Easton, supra;  F.S. Bixler, “Hon. Samuel Sitgreaves”, supra.    


� 	Biographical Directory of the United States Congress, “Samuel Sitgreaves”, searchable from bioguide.congress.gov/biosearch/biosearch.asp  (accessed 3 Jan. 2005);  David B. Stillman, Easton in the First Half of the Nineteenth Century, Paper presented to the Northampton County Historical Society 17 Jan. 1946, Historical Bulletin of the Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, No. 3  (Sept. 1947) (avail. Marx Room, Easton Public Library), at 3, 6-7;  Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a  148-49 (George W. West 1885 / 1889);  Ethan Allen Weaver, “The Forks of the Delaware” Illustrated xxi, xxvi  (Eschenbach Press, Easton, PA, 1900); Papers Read Before the Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, The Old County Courthouse and other Northampton County History 18 (1964).  


� 	See Easton Area Public Library Website, www.eastonpl.org/, “Our History” (accessed 3 Jan. 2005);  Dr. Elinor Warner, Easton, Pennsylvania Walking Tour, for Pennsylvania Art Education Association Conference 2000, www.kutztown.edu/paea/paeaconf/2000/easton/walk_tour.html (accessed 4 Jan. 2005).  


� 	Warner, Easton Walking Tour, supra;  Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a 152 (George W. West 1885 / 1889).  


� 	Article, “Chief Executives of Easton Since 1789”, easton Express, Sun., 12 June 1937, Jubilee Section A, p.5, cols.1-2.   


� 	Article, “Alarming Fire”, Easton Centinel, Fri., 25 Mar. 1831, p.3, col.1, reprinted in Ethan A. Weaver, “A Disastrous Fire Sixty-nine Years Ago”, reprinted in Ethan Allen Weaver, Historical Notes First Series 153 et seq. (Easton Public Library June 1936). 


� 	Article, “Destructive Fire!”, Democrat & Argus, Thurs., 24 March 1831, p.3, col.2. 


� 	Compare Article, “History of Sitgreaves Street”, The Daily Free Press, Friday, 28 Aug. 1896, p.3, col.3 (building where Sitgreaves died was Abel’s confectionery store in 1896 – the portion at the corner) with  Painting in the possession of the Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, reproduced in Ethan Allen Weaver, “The Forks of the Delaware” Illustrated xxvi (Eschenbach Printing 1900)(dated c.1835, showing a 3-story building still standing on Northampton Street just East of the corner with Centre Square) and Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, Water Colors Painted by Mary Elizabeth Maxwell McCartney About 1840 Views of Old Easton No.4 (undated accession notes, in McCartney File)(identifies the building in the painting as Sitgreaves’ Folly).


� 	Article, “Alarming Fire”, Easton Centinel, Fri., 25 Mar. 1831, p.3, col.1, reprinted in Ethan A. Weaver, “A Disastrous Fire Sixty-nine Years Ago”, reprinted in Ethan Allen Weaver, Historical Notes First Series 153 et seq. (Easton Public Library June 1936);  see also Article, “Destructive Fire!”, Democrat & Argus, Thurs., 24 March 1831, p.3, col.2.   In 1831, William White’s hotel could have referred to the building now located at 60 Centre Square, or (in addition) to his building at the NE corner of Centre Square and North Third Street (where the western half of the Hotel Huntington now stands).  The Church is now the United Church of Christ, at 27-29 North Third Street.    See generally separate articles on all of these buildings.   


� 	Deed, James Linton, Executor of Samuel Sitgreaves to Thomas McKeen, H5 328 (10 Sept. 1831)(including “Messuage Brick Tenement”;  also recites that Sitgreaves’ will was dated 29 Dec. 1825);  see also Deed, Peter Steckel, Sheriff to David Mixsell, H6 605 (29 Nov. 1842)(property description referring to adjacent “Lot intended to be conveyed to Thomas McKeen Esquire”).  


� 	See Obituary, “Col. McKeen’s Will”, Easton Argus, Thurs., 2 Dec. 1858, p.2, col.4.  


� 	E.g., Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, I The Scotch-Irish of Northampton County, Pennsylvania 178 (1926).


� 	See Obituary, “Col. McKeen’s Will”, Easton Argus, Thurs., 2 Dec. 1858, p.2, col.4.  


� 	See Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, The 28th Annual House Tour 20 (3 May 2008)(before becoming Bank President, McKeen had been the first Head Cashier);  see also Dr. Elinor Warner, Easton, Pennsylvania Walking Tour, for Pennsylvania Art Education Association Conference 2000, http://www.kutztown.edu/paea/paeaconf/2000/easton/walk_tour.html (accessed 4 Jan. 2005); David B. Skillman, “The Newcomers to Easton One Hundred Fifty Years Ago,” in Various, The Old County Court House and other Northampton County History 15, at 18 (Easton:  Papers Read before the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1964);  Historic Easton, Inc., Annual House Tour Site #2 (18 May 1985);  Easton Heritage Alliance, House Tour 1996: Historic Easton Homes and Gardens 40-41 (18 May 1996).       


� 	Obituary, “Col. McKeen’s Will”, Easton Argus, Thurs., 2 Dec. 1858, p.2, col.4. 


� 	David B. Skillman, “The Newcomers to Easton One Hundred Fifty Years Ago,” in Various, The Old County Court House and other Northampton County History 15, at 18 (Easton: Papers Read before the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1964) (spelled “McKeen”);  Virginia Williams Bentley, Sesquicentennial Story of the First Presbyterian Church of Easton, Pennsylvania 1811-1861 45 (1961)(spelled “McKeen”).  He should not be confused with Thomas McKean, a Governor of Pennsylvania and signor of the Declaration of Independence.   


� 	Obituary, “Col. McKeen’s Will”, Easton Argus, Thurs., 2 Dec. 1858, p.2, col.4.  


� 	Bentley, Sesquicentennial Story of the First Presbyterian Church of Easton, Pennsylvania 1811-1861, supra at 27 & n.*, 29, 45;  see Record Book of First Presbyterian Church of Easton, Pennsylvania 1811-1887 (Easton Area Public Library Code F) 79 (copied in Easton Public Library 1936)(ordained an elder in the church on 8 June 1823).  


� 	Article, “Rich Men”, Easton Argus, Thurs., 21 Nov. 1861, p.2, col.3.   The other two identified by the Argus were Peter Miller and Hon. David D. Wagener.  See generally separate entries for the Wagner Mansion (Pomfret Club) at 33 South 4th Street (owned by David Wagener’s son) and the Two Rivers Landing at 30 Centre Square.  


� 	See separate entry for 231 Spring Garden Street, and sources cited therein.    


� 	At the age of 96.  Virginia Williams Bentley, Sesquicentennial Story of the First Presbyterian Church of Easton, Pennsylvania 1811-1861 45 (1961).


� 	Will of Thomas McKeen, Northampton County File No.07049, WB 7 340, RW-34 Frame 5.0 (original will identifies Thomas McKeen of the firm of McKeen & Quinn, as being a nephew of the Colonel, as well as appointing him one of the executors).  


� 	The transaction was executed in two steps, both dated 6 September 1864.  First, the estate (by two executors, Thomas and Henry McKeen) sold the property to Gamble Young;  Then Gamble Young sold the property back to Thomas McKeen.  Compare Deed, Thomas McKeen’s Executors to Gamble Young, H10 563 (6 Sept. 1864) with Deed, Gamble Young to Thomas McKeen, H10 553 (6 Sept. 1864)(Thomas McKeen “Cotton Manufacturer”).  The deed initially describes the property as being on the “South” side of East Northampton Street, but the property description at page 554 makes it clear that this was an error and the North side of Northampton Street was meant.  


	This two-step, same-day transaction to convey the land may have been used to insulate against objections that it constituted improper self-dealing, since Cotton Manufacturer McKeen was both the buyer and a fiduciary (an executor) for the seller (the McKeen estate).  


	Further identification of the correct “Thomas McKeen” heir is complicated by the fact that there were two beneficiaries of the Colonel’s will named “Thomas McKeen”:  (1) Thomas McKeen of the firm of McKeen & Quinn of South Easton (one of the named executors), and (2) Thomas McKeen son of James McKeen.  Will of Thomas McKeen, Northampton County File No.07049, WB 7 340, RW-34 Frame 5.0;  see Article, “Colonel McKeen’s Will”, Easton Argus, Thursday, 2 Dec. 1858, p.2;  see also Deed, Thomas McKeen’s Executors to Gamble Young, H10 563 (6 Sept. 1864)(surviving executors Thomas and Henry McKeen).  


The McKeen & Quinn firm did manufacture cotton, in South Easton.  See William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, etc. 126 (William H. Boyd 1860)(alphabetical entry for firm, located in South Easton;  the other partner was Edward Quinn);  Talbot’s Lehigh Valley Gazetteer and Business Directory 1864-65 23 (Press of Wynkoop & Hallenbeck 1864)(McKeen & Quinn, cotton manufacturers in South Easton).  


Accordingly this Thomas McKeen, “Cotton Manufacturer”, was the purchaser of the McKeen-Young Mansion property.  


He resided at 14 North Second Street, under the street numbering scheme then in effect.  William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, [Etc.] 126 (William H. Boyd 1860).


The son of James McKeen (who was a legatee under the will, but not an executor) did not manufacture cotton, but was instead involved in the lumber and iron industries, apparently because his father James was a saw-mill proprietor.  In various records, he is also referred to as a resident of Camden, N.J., and is also identified as Major Thomas McKeen or Thomas L. McKeen.  See Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, I The Scotch-Irish of Northampton County, Pennsylvania 177-78 (1926)(James McKeen’s son was Major Thomas L. McKeen, in the lumber and iron businesses); William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, [Etc.] 126, 128 (William H. Boyd 1860)(Thomas L. McKeen, South Easton, in the firm of Pursel & McKeen, lumber-dealers);  Talbot’s Lehigh Valley Gazetteer and Business Directory 1864-65  23 (Press of Wynkoop & Hallenbeck 1864)(James McKeen, saw-mill proprietor from South Easton);  Fitzgerald & Dillon, Easton Directory for 1870-71 61 (Ringwalt & Brown 1870)(listing for Thomas L. McKean home at 91 Bushkill St. and James McKeen, lumber, home at 62 N. Ferry St.).   


Accordingly, this Thomas McKeen was not the purchaser of the McKeen-Young property, who was specifically identified as the “Cotton Manufacturer”.  


This Thomas McKeen was a grand-nephew of Col. Thomas McKeen.  His father, James McKeen, was a nephew;  his grandfather, also James McKeen, was a brother.  See McKeen Genealogy Chart, contained in the “McKeen” file at the Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society (no compiler noted).   


� 	Will of Thomas McKeen, Northampton County File No.07049, WB 7 340, RW-34 Frame 5.0 (original will identifies Thomas McKeen of the firm of McKeen & Quinn, as being a nephew of the Colonel, as well as appointing him one of the executors).  


The newspaper description of the will and its codicils indicates that a codicil revoked the appointment of Thomas McKeen (of McKeen & Quinn) as a will executor. However, later we see Thomas McKeen in fact acting as an executor in the 1864 conveyance of the property.  Compare Article, “Colonel McKeen’s Will”, Easton Argus, Thursday, 2 Dec. 1858, p.2 with Deed, Thomas McKeen’s Executors to Gamble Young, H10 563 (6 Sept. 1864)(surviving executors Thomas and Henry McKeen).  


� 	Easton Heritage Alliance, House Tour 1996: Historic Easton Homes and Gardens 45 (18 May 1996).  


	Review of the records tends to confirm the Easton Heritage Alliance’s conclusion.  First, the records are fairly clear that Colonel Thomas McKeen did not make the building renovations. 


Northampton County tax records do not show any increase in value during the ownership period by Colonel McKeen or his estate.  To the contrary, the value of the property drastically declined steadily in their hands from 1858 (assessed value $6500) to 1865 (assessed value $2500).   Compare: 


Michael Weaver (Assessor), Northampton County, Easton Bushkill Ward, Tax Book for 1858 (Thomas McKeen, House and Lot Northampton St. $6500) 


William Ricker (Assessor), Northampton County, Easton Bushkill Ward, Tax Book for 1859 (Thomas McKeen, House & Stable Northampton Street $5000) 


William Ricker (Assessor), Northampton County, Easton Bushkill Ward, Tax Book for 1861 (Thomas McKeen, House and Lot on Northampton Street $3000) 


William Ricker (Assessor), Northampton County, Easton Bushkill Ward, Tax Book for 1863 (Thomas McKeen, House & Store in Northampton Street $3000) 


Benjamin Godshalk (Assessor), Northampton County, Easton Bushkill Ward, Tax Book for 1865 (Thomas McKeen, House Northampton Street $2500). 


The Second Empire style architecture of the building suggests a slightly later period, at a minimum after 1859-61 when the Corcoran Gallery was built in Washington D.C. to spark the “Second Empire” building craze in the U.S.   See Jackie Craven, “The Mansard Roof and the Second Empire Style”, in About: Architecture Website, architecture.about.com/library/weekly/aa100900b.htm (accessed 7 May 2007).  See generally Dr. Tom Paradis, Architectural Styles of America, Second Empire (1860 – 1885), jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/secondempire/ (accessed  3 May 2007). 


The 1864 Deed, Gamble Young to Thomas McKeen, H10 553 (6 Sept. 1864) describes the land “on which are erected a large Three Story Brick building three story Back Building and other improvements”, with no mention of the additional half-story mansard roof and dormers that now appear on the building.  This point would be more cogent, but for the fact that a similar description of the property is used both in the 1867-68 probate proceeding, and in a 1913 deed (see below) – the last of which was clearly written after the renovations were made. 


	Second, the records suggest that Cotton Manufacturer Thomas McKeen, and not his daughter Jane Young, made the renovations, although the matter is not free from doubt.  


Cotton Merchant McKeen purchased the property for $7,500 in 1864 (notwithstanding the tax evaluations), and the value of the property increased dramatically to $15,000 in 1868 for purposes of probate inventories in preparation for delivering the property to Jane Young.  See Will of Thomas McKeen (“Cotton Manufacturer”), Northampton County File No.07950, WB 8  136, RW-39 Frame 114.0 (will dated 10 Aug. 1863, presented for probate 17 May 1867), at Frame 114.17 (appraisal of 2 Jan. 1868) and 114.23 (appraisal of Sept. 1868).  This suggests that the alterations had been made before 1868, and were in part responsible for this huge increase in property value.  If so, then they were made during Cotton Manufacturer McKeen’s tenure in the property.    


It is true that the Northampton County tax records do not record any increase in the property’s tax assessment during this time, or indeed until the end of 1873.  Compare Benjamin Godshalk (Assessor), Northampton County, Easton Bushkill Ward, Tax Book for 1865 (Thomas McKeen, House on Northampton Street assessed at $2500) with William J. Harmans (Assessor), Northampton County, Easton Bushkill Ward, Tax Book for 1868 (Thomas McKeen Est., House on Northampton Street assessed at the same $2500 amount).  The tax assessment valuation on the Northampton Street remained low (at $2500 until 1871, and $3000 thereafter), until the 1873 “Triennial Reassessment” and 1874 tax assessment, when it suddenly jumped to $20,000.  Stewart K. Beers (Assessor), Northampton County, Easton Second Ward, Triennial Assessment (1873) and Northampton County, Easton Second Ward, Tax Book for 1874 (Thomas McKeen Est., House & Lot (Mrs. Young)).  


However, even a casual review of the records shows that other property owners experienced similar drastic increases in assessed real estate property valuations in the 1873-74 reassessment.   See, e.g., Henry D. Maxwell ($2500 to $12,000); Samuel Moore ($350 to $1500); James M. Hacket ($2000 to $5000);  James Hess ($5000 to $19,000);  Daniel Lachenour ($2500 to $10,000); and Cyrus Lawall ($3000 to $13,000).  It thus appears quite possible that the new Assessor, Stewart K. Beers, simply began reflecting generally the property value increases that had not been recognized by his predecessors.  


On the other hand, the property description in the probate inventory of 1867 is almost exactly the same as in the 1864 Deed (see above), as “a Three Story Brick House with Back Building attached” with no reference to the half-story mansard roof added in the renovation.  See Will of Thomas McKeen (“Cotton Manufacturer”), Northampton County File No.07950, WB 8  136, RW-39 Frame 114.0 (will dated 10 Aug. 1863, presented for probate 17 May 1867), at Frame 114.17.  Virtually the same description is used again in 1913, however (see below), and it is unlikely that the “Second Empire” style of renovation was used after the mid-1870s, because that style went out of fashion after that time.  See Jackie Craven, “The Mansard Roof and the Second Empire Style”, in About: Architecture Website, architecture.about.com/library/weekly/aa100900b.htm (accessed 7 May 2007).  


� 	Easton Heritage Alliance, House Tour 1996: Historic Easton Homes and Gardens 45 (18 May 1996) lists the architectural style as Italianate, and it does have the characteristic brackets on the roof cornice, slightly arched windows, and other Italianate features.  However, other architectural authorities use the “Second Empire” label for buildings (such as this one) with “Basically Italianate style/forms with Mansard roof”.  Dr. Tom Paradis, Architectural Styles of America, Second Empire (1860 – 1885), jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/secondempire/ (accessed  3 May 2007).  


� 	Will of Thomas McKeen (“Cotton Manufacturer”), Northampton County File No.07950, WB 8  136, RW-39 Frame 114.0, ¶ Second (will dated 10 Aug. 1863, presented for probate 17 May 1867)(life estate in residue of real estate to daughter Jane Young, wife of William Young, with residuary interest to her children);  see Easton Heritage Alliance, House Tour 1996: Historic Easton Homes and Gardens 45 (18 May 1996).  See also Record Book of first Presbyterian Church of Easton, Pennsylvania 1811-1887 (Easton Area Public Library Code F) 85 (copied in Easton Public Library 1936)(Tho. McKeen of South Easton died 1868).  


	Cotton Manufacturer McKeen’s estate showed total investments evaluated at $258,869.11.  See Will of Thomas McKeen (“Cotton Manufacturer”), Northampton County File No.07950, WB 8  136, RW-39 Frame 114.0 (will dated 10 Aug. 1863, presented for probate 17 May 1867), at Frame 114.21.  


� 	Compare Record Book of First Presbyterian Church of Easton, Pennsylvania 1811-1887 (Easton Area Public Library Code F) 76 (copied in Easton Public Library 1936)(Jane McKeen Young married William Young on 3 Jan. 1851).  


	William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, [Etc.] 62, 133 (William H. Boyd 1860) lists William Young, plumber at 14 and 20 Northampton Street, with a residence at 16 North Second Street, in that year.  


� 	See, e.g., Fitzgerald & Dillon, Easton Directory for 1870-71 89 (Ringwalt & Brown 1870);  Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 133 (1873)(Wm. Young, plumber and brass founder).  


� 	Easton Daily Express, Illustrated Industrial Edition 19, cols.3-4 (Jan. 1893, reprinted by W-Graphics). 


� 	Samuel P. Bates, V History of Pennsylvania Volunteers  1861-5  1147, 1158 (P. Singerly, State Printer 1871);  Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a 249-50 (George W. West 1885 / 1889). 


� 	Compare Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3 (William Young residence assigned No.241, plumber business assigned No.243, in street renumbering scheme to be implemented in 1874) with Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 133 (1873)(alphabetical listing for Wm. Young, plumber and brass founder, business and residence both at 67 Northampton Street);  Fitzgerald & Dillon, Easton Directory for 1870-71 89 (Ringwalt & Brown 1870)(William Young, steam and gas fitting, and plumbing, residence and business both at 67 Northampton Street);  D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874)(Mrs. Young); Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 133 (1873)(alphabetical listing for Wm. Young, plumber and brass founder, business and residence both at 67 Northampton Street).  See also 1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.376C (William Young, Plumber, at 241 Northampton Street, age 57, with a “Daughter” named Jane, age 55).  


� 	Stewart K. Beers (Assessor), Northampton County, Easton Second Ward, Tax Book for 1875 (Mrs. Wm. Young and Wm. Young).  With the exception of 1869, the Northampton Street house had continued to be assessed in the name of the Thomas McKeen Estate through 1874, although Mrs. Young’s name was also noted.     


� 	Compare B.M. Youells (Assessor), Triennial Assessment of 1876, Northampton County, Easton Second Ward and B.M. Youells (Assessor), Northampton County, Easton Second Ward, Tax Book for 1877 (Mrs. William Yong [sic], House and Lot) with B.M. Youells (Assessor), Triennial Assessment of 1879, Northampton County, Easton Second Ward and B.M. Youells (Assessor), Northampton County, Easton Second Ward, Tax Book for 1880 (Mrs. William Young, House and Lot).  


� 	Compare Article, “History of Sitgreaves Street”, The Daily Free Press, Friday, 28 Aug. 1896, p.3, col.3 with George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Easton, [Etc.] (West & Johnson Printing Co. 1896)(alphabetical listing for Young’s China and glassware store at 243 Northampton St.) and George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Easton, [Etc.] 210, 279 (George W. West 1894)(alphabetical listing and advertisement, James McKeen Young china, glassware “Hotel, Restaurant and Bar Outfits” at 243 Northampton Street, residence at 808 Ferry Street).   


� 	Carol L. Campbell, “William Young”, in Easton Cemetery Find A Grave Memorial # 14454640, www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Young&GSfn=William&GSiman=1&GScid=44735&GRid=14454640& (accessed 10 June 2011);  Carol L. Campbell, “Jane McKeen Young”, in Easton Cemetery Find a Grave Memorial # 14454641, www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=McKeen&GSfn=Jane&GSiman=1&GScid=44735&GRid=14454641& (accessed 10 June 2011). 


� 	George W. West (compiler), West’s Easton City Directory (George W. West 1898)(alphabetical listing for J. Edward Abel at No.241, and advertisement at No.243 “THE ONLY FIRST-CLASS PLACE in the City”);  Leonard S. Buscemi, Sr., The 2001 Easton-Phillipsburg Calendar 43 (Buscemi Enterprises 2000)(in 1908, Abel’s at No.243, not next to Sitgreaves St.).  


� 	See West’s Easton, Pa and Phillipsburg, NJ Directory 104 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1930)(alphabetical listing); Floyd S. Bixler, The History with Reminiscences of the Early Taverns and Inns of Easton, Paper read before the Northampton County Historical Society on 25 Oct. 1930, at 16 (Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1931);  West’s Easton, Pa and Phillipsburg, NJ Directory 84 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1932)(alphabetical listing).  Abel’s Confectionery is no longer found in Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1935 62 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1935).  


� 	Jane Young’s estate and daughter sold the property to Howard A. Hartzell.  Deed, Jane Young’s Executors to Howard A. Hartzell, E40 696 (1 March 1813).  According to the deed’s recitals, Jane Young’s son sold his residual interest in the property back to his Mother in 1909 (Deed at H37 680), before Mrs. Young died on 3 Nov. 1912.  Her daughter, Jennie L. Whittington, still retained her residual interest in the property, but joined in the deed to convey it to Mr. Hartzell.  


	This deed still referred to “a large three story brick building, three story back building and other improvements”, in terms similar to the 1864 deed and 1867 probate inventory discussed above.  


	See also Easton Heritage Alliance, House Tour 1996: Historic Easton Homes and Gardens 45 (18 May 1996)(identifies the purchaser as Howard A. “Hatzell”).   This source also states that it was Mr. “Hatzell” who converted the first floor to commercial use – but this seems inconsistent with the prior references to both William Young’s plumbing business and “Young’s crockery store” in the building.  (See above.)  


	In 1920, the owner of the Sitgreaves’ Folly (East) “Montague Building” property next door, Charles J. Montague, deeded a strip of land at the rear of his property to Howard A. Hartzell, making the McKeen-Young Mansion property run all the way to Sitgreaves Alley in back and cutting the Montague Building property off from Church Street.  Compare Deed, Charles J. and Mary Montague to Howard A. Hartzell, C47  443  (1 June 1920) with Northampton County tax records (tax map), www.ncpub.org.      


� 	American Journal of Progress, “Greater Easton of To-day” 15 (written c.1902 during Mayor B. Rush Field’s second 3-year term, reprinted courtesy of W-Graphics).  


� 	See Floyd S. Bixler, The History with Reminiscences of the Early Taverns and Inns of Easton, Paper read before the Northampton County Historical Society on 25 Oct. 1930, 16 (Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1931)(“Sitgreaves’ Folly” occupied a “sixty feet front, occupying the present site of the three-story properties of Abel’s Confectionery, Heiberger’s Shoe Store and Montague’s Stationery Store”). 


� 	Easton Heritage Alliance, House Tour 1996: Historic Easton Homes and Gardens 45 (18 May 1996).  


� 	See Ronald W. Wynkoop, Sr., It Seems Like Yesterday 275 (self published 1989)(1906 photo).  





