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[Photo by Richard F. Hope] 
Joe’s Market Building  (233-35 Northampton Street)
  
3-story brick, with plain roof cornice and entablature, projecting window pediments, modern brick column supporting recessed, covered area for modern 1st floor picture windows and shop entry.  Building was identified as being in the “Italianate” architectural style, built c.1830-50.  Building selected as ceramic model of year 2005 by Aura Ceramics & Supplies.
  Joe’s Market moved to this site from Ferry St. in 1970.
 


This corner property is the western half of Original Town Lot No.76, as surveyed by William Parsons when Easton was laid out in 1752.
  While laying out the town, Parsons and Pennsylvania Surveyor General Nicholas Scull stayed in a tavern up the Bushkill belonging to John Lefevre.
  The Lefevre property now straddles Forks Township and Stockertown.  Apparently after a discussion with his son, Isaac Lefevre (who worked as a laborer for Parsons and Scull), John Lefevre agreed to purchase this property in the new town of Easton.  “The agreement, of whatever nature it may have been, stated that he must build a house on the lot within three years from the date of purchase.  The house was to be at least twenty feet square, with a good stone chimney.  Lefevre never completed the transaction”.
   

Instead, Adam Yohe formally obtained the Lot from the Penn Family in 1765.
  Adam Yohe was  “one of the original settlers of Easton”.
  The name “Yohe” (pronounced in English as one syllable) is apparently from the original German name “Joh”, which would have been pronounced the same way.
  Johann Adam Joh, along with his brother Johann Jacob Joh  and his first cousin Johan Michel Joh, all arrived in Philadelphia aboard the ship Albany in September 1749.  They had immigrated from Erpacht (i.e. Erbache), Würtemberg (later part of Germany), via Rotterdam (Holland) and Cowes (England).
  

They were apparently from a French Hugeunot family named Joe (French for Joseph, presumably pronounced with a soft “j”:  i.e. “zho”) who fled from religious persecution in France in 1668.
 

Adam Johe became the innkeeper of the Red Lion Tavern, the forerunner of the modern Hotel Lafayette at the NE corner of Northampton and Hamilton (now 4th) Streets,
 and later of John Yohe’s Inn on the opposite (SW) corner.
  Adam and his brother, Jacob Yohe, were both married Easton girls – daughters of Henry Barnet, a tanner with a house at the SW corner of Bushkill and Hamilton (now called 4th) Streets.
  Adam and Adam’s son, Adam Jr., as well as cousin Michael, were taxed as shoemakers or “cordwainers” in Easton in 1780.

In 1775, Yohe sold Lot No. 76, with a building on it, to Henry Fullert.  Fullert was Sheriff of Northampton County from 1774 until 1777.  Fullert apparently continued to live on the property until his death;  his estate’s administrator then sold the property to Adam Dreisbach on 15 November 1782.


Robert Traill purchased Lot No.76 in 1787;
  until that time, he had lived next door.
   During the Revolutionary War, Traill was a prominent member, and clerk, of the Committee of Safety from Northampton County (which essentially governed the County during the Revolution).  He was later Northampton County Sheriff (1781-84), a member of Pennsylvania’s Supreme Executive Council (1786-87), and an Associate Judge of Northampton County (1790-92).
  


In 1790, Traill sold Lot No.76 to innkeeper / tavern keeper Jacob Hempt (also spelled Hembdt).
  The Hempt Family heirs and estate sold the property in 1816-17 to wealthy Easton merchant Jacob Mixsell
 (elsewhere also spelled Meixsell
).  After Mixsell’s death in 1841,
 it was included among the buildings inherited by his daughter, Susanna Pomp.
  She had married (for a second time) to Peter Pomp,
 the owner of the landmark Pomp’s Drug Store at the NW corner of Fourth and Northampton Streets.
   Susanna Pomp died on 27 September 1865.


In the 1870s, ‘80s and ‘90s, druggist Henry Semple’s residence was located at No.233.  At this time, his Drug Store was located in the Semple Building at 323 Northampton Street.
  


In the mid-20th Century, this building was briefly owned by William Americus,
 a substantial Easton landowner who also owned the Bishop Apartments Building (next to the Central Fire Station on Northampton Street),
 the Norton Building (at the SW corner of Northampton and Second Streets),
 and the Eastonia (at the NE corner of Second and Ferry Streets, across from the Post Office),
 among others.
  

� 	Easton Christmas Book 2005 at 14.   


� 	Aura Ceramics model legend.  


� 	Compare A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937) with Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org.    


� 	Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a 14-15 (George W. West 1885 / 1889);  A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village: Pre-Revolutionary Easton 59, 65, 70, 85 (Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1940)(roomed there in 1752);  see also M.S. Henry, History of the Lehigh Valley 48-49 (Bixler & Corwin 1860)(Parsons and Scull roomed there while surveying Easton in 1750);  but see William J. Heller, Historic Easton From the Window of a Trolley-Car 79 (The Express Printing Co., Inc., 1912, reprinted by Genealogical Researchers, 1984)(claims LeFevre was operating Martin’s Ferry and the “stone” ferry house at that time). 


� 	A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village 66 (Vol. III of the Publications of The Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1940).   John LeFevre was the Forks/Stockertown tavern-keeper with whom William Parsons stayed when surveying and establishing Easton.  His warrant for this lot was obtained in 1752.  Id at 65. 


� 	Patent, Penn Family to Adam Yohe, Patent Book A18  422 (30 Oct. 1765), indexed online at www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/di/r17PatentIndexes/A-AAPatentIndex356.pdf;  see Northampton County Warrant No.Y6 issued to Adam Yohe, Patent Book A18  422 (23 Oct. 1765), indexed online for Northampton County Warrants p.204, Warrant No.6 at www.phmc.state.pa.us/bah/dam/rg/di/r17-88WarrantRegisters/NorthamptonPages/Northampton204.pdf (no survey copy noted).  See also A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937) (mis-citing to Patent Book A18  42).    


� 	See Record Book of Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church of Easton, Pennsylvania (Easton Public Library Code B)  140 (copied in Easton Public Library May 1936)(death notice of Sarah Houck, last member of Adam Yohe’s family, who died of dropsy on 29 May 1855);  see also Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a 17 (George W. West 1885 / 1889)(Adam Yohe contributed £1 towards the building of the schoolhouse in 1755). 


� 	See Posting by Gary Yohe, “First USA Yohes”, in Ancestry Netscape Boards at http://boards.ancestry.netscape.com/thread.aspx?mv=flat&m=63&p=surnames.yohe (posted 12 Sept. 2000, 2:43 PM GMT). 


� 	R.B. Strassburger, Pennsylvania German Pioneers 127C (Norirstown (PA): Pennsylvania German Society 1834);  see Posting by Gary Yohe, “First USA Yohes”, in Ancestry Netscape Boards at http://boards.ancestry.netscape.com/thread.aspx?mv=flat&m=63&p=surnames.yohe (posted 12 Sept. 2000, 2:43 PM GMT). 


� 	See Posting by Darlene Yohe, “The Yohe Family Booklet by Ralph S. Yohe”,  in Ancestry Netscape Boards at http://boards.ancestry.netscape.com/thread.aspx?mv=flat&m=63&p=surnames.yohe (posted 6 Oct. 2000, 12:30 PM GMT)(apparently based upon entries for the villages of Etzean and Gammelsbach written in the parish church records at Beerfelden, Odenwald, Germany, which is in the old Landdresse of Erbach, as discussed in Ralph S. Yohe, The Yohe Family (1955)).  


� 	See, e.g., A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village 69, 234-35, 239-40 (Vol. III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1940);  separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 11 North 4th Street. 


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 400 Northampton Street. 


� 	A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village 234-35, 261-62 (Vol. III of the Publications of The Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1940)(Building No.59). 


� 	See Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a 144 (George W. West 1885 / 1889)(1780 tax assessment).


� 	A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village: Pre-Revolutionary Easton 234-35, 257-58 (Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1940)(Building No.48).   John LeFevre was the Forks/Stockertown tavern-keeper with whom William Parsons stayed when surveying and establishing Easton.  His warrant for this lot was obtained in 1752.  


� 	Deed, Adam Dreisbach the Younger to Robert Traill, F1  268 (13 Oct. 1787), cited in Deed, Robert (Elizabeth) Traill to Jacob Hembdt, G1  216 (21 Apr. 1790)(and recitals).  


� 	A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village: Pre-Revolutionary Easton 234-35, 245-46 (Vol.III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, 1940).  


� 	B.F. Fackenthal, Jr.,”The Homes of George Taylor, Signer of the Declaration of Independence”, Paper read before the George Taylor Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, at Easton, PA, 6 Dec. 1922 (copy at Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society), obtained online from Penn State University Libraries, Digital Library Collections,  128.118.88.226/cdm4/page_text.php?CISOROOT=/digitalbks2&CISOPTR=21345&CISOBOX=0&OBJ=21391&ITEM=89 (copy begins at p.114), at 130-31 & n.16 (accessed 17 Dec. 2008);  Chidsey, A Frontier Village, supra at 245-46.     


� 	Deed, Robert (Elizabeth) Traill to Jacob Hembdt, G1  216 (21 Apr. 1790)(Hembdt was a “Tavern keeper”);  see Deed, Henry (Barbara) Shupp/Shup to Jacob Mixsell C4  297 (17 Dec. 1816)(recitals, describing Jacob Hempt as an “Innkeeper”).  “Hembdt” appears to be a clumsy attempt to give English spelling to the German pronunciation of the name.  


� 	Deed, Henry (Barbara) Shupp/Shup to Jacob Mixsell C4  297 (17 Dec. 1816);  Deed, Jacob (Hester) Hempt, George (Elizabeth) Brinker, and Catherine Hempt to Jacob Mixsell, C4  298 (2 June 1817).  From these deeds, it appears that after Jacob Hempt died, his will (dated 10 May 1792) left a life interest in the property to his wife Barbara, and then directed that after his wife’s death the property should be sold and the proceeds distributed to his children and neice, Barbara Hempt (who married Henry Shupp).  The neice sold her expectancy for $712 in 1816, while the widow Hempt was still alive and in possession of the property (according to the deed recitals).  The other heirs sold their interests for $1800 the next year (1817), with no mention of the widow – suggesting that perhaps she had died in the interim.  


� 	See, e.g., Deed, John J. Herster, Trustee for Susannah Pomp, to Edward Abel, E11  13 (14 Mar. 1866)(recitals concerning death and will of Jacob Meixsell, regarding what became the “Abel Opera House” property at 344 Northampton Street).


� 	See Deed, John J. Herster, Trustee for Susannah Pomp, to Edward Abel, E11  13 (14 Mar. 1866)(recital that Jacob Meixsell’s will was proved on 29 Oct. 1841).  


� 	Deed of Partition, David Mixsell, Susanna Pomp, and Charles Mixsell, H6  55 (15 Jan. 1842).  See generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Sigal Building at 342-48 Northampton Street.  


� 	Record of First Presbyterian Church of Easton, Pennsylvania, 1811-1887 (Marx Room Church Records Book designation F)  58 (Copied in Easton Public Library 1936)(Peter Pomp married Mrs. Susan Herster on 26 Jan. 1827);  Obituary, Easton Argus, Thus., 5 Oct. 1865, p.3, col.1 (Susanna Pomp was the widow of Peter Pomp);  Church Record of the German Reformed Congregation of Easton Pennsylvania (Marx Room Church Records designation E)  148 (copied in Easton Public Library 1936)(Mrs. Peter Pomp died 27 Sept. 1865 age 72).  


� 	See C[harles] Kitchen, A General Directory of the Borough of Easton PA 45 (Cole & Eichman’s Office, 1855)(Peter Pomp and Charles Pomp, druggists at 143 Northampton Street, and advertisement for Peter Pomp, “Pure Drugs”, at NW corner of 4th and Northampton Streets, showing a picture of the building);  separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Pomp/Bixler Building at 401 Northampton Street.  See also Frank B. Copp, Biographical Sketches of Some of Easton’s Prominent Citizens 107 (Hillburn & West 1879)(Cyrus Lawall clerked in “the old drug store of Peter Pomp, now dead, on the corner of Fourth and Northampton streets.”);  William J. Heller, II History of Northampton County and The Grand Valley of the Lehigh Biographical Section 135 (The American Historical Society 1920)(Peter Pomp, druggist, son of Rev. Thomas Pomp).    


� 	Obituary, Easton Argus, Thus., 5 Oct. 1865, p.3, col.1;  Church Record of the German Reformed Congregation of Easton Pennsylvania (Marx Room Church Records designation E) 148 (copied in Easton Public Library 1936)(at age 72).  


� 	See Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3;  J.H.Lant & Son, Easton [Etc.] Directory 1881-2  108 (1881);  George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Easton [Etc.] 194 (George W. West 1892).   


� 	Deed, Anna M.J. Semple et al. to William Americus, C79  182 (23 April 1946)(NE corner of Sitgreaves and Northampton Streets);  Deed, William (Louise V.) Americus to Fred B. (Cecelia S.) Miers, A84  231 (29 Sept. 1948)(same). 


� 	Deed, West Ward Building Association to William Americus, B72  291 (31 July 1941);  see   See generally separate entry for the Bishop Apartments Building at 527-29 Northampton Street.  


� 	Deed, Lafayette College to William Americus, A76  241 (1 March 1945);  Deed, William (Louise V.) Americus to William (Louise V.) Americus, D91  196 (19 Nov. 1952)(to establish tenantcy by the entireties with his wife).  See generally separate entry for the Norton Building at 200 Northampton Street.  


� 	Deed, William (Louise V.) Americus to Willilam (Louise V.) Americus, D91  193 (19 Nov. 1952).  See generally separate entry for the Estonia at 50-54 South Second Street.  


� 	See Louise V. (Eugene J.) Pappas (from William Americus Estate) to John R. (Gertrude B.) Sies, 236  305 (15 Feb. 1965)(property at NW corner of 14th and Northampton Streets).    





