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    (Photo by Richard F. Hope) 
Wilking Building (208-10 Northampton Street, now Puff Discount Cigarette & Tobacco Products).  


4-story white brick, with simple rectangular windows and ornately buttressed roof cornice.  Norwithstanding the cornice buttresses, the basic style of the building has been identified as “Greek Revival”.
    


Part of original town Lot No.85 as surveyed by William Parsons when Easton was established in 1752.  This Lot was sold by the Penn Family to Gottlieb Hipp in 1789.


One source has identified the construction date of this building as c.1830.
 


In 1832, Lot No.85 was conveyed by Henry Osterstock to John Shick.
 


By 1855, this storefront was the location of Jacob H. Wilking II’s merchant tailor shop,
 already advertised as “The Oldest, Safest, and Surest Tailoring Establishment in Easton”.
   By the 1870s, the store had become Wilking & Son, merchant tailors.

· Prior to 1874, the building was then listed at 52 Northampton Street, under the street numbering scheme then in effect.
 

· At about that time, Jacob H. Wilking appears to have left the business to his son, H.W. Wilking.
      

In the early 20th Century, No.210 was the office of William C. Kelly, who provided “sanitary plumbing and . . . gas fitting” for many of the commercial buildings and mansions of his day.


For approximately 39 years in the 20th Century,
 the second floor
 was the Photo Studio of Clarence E. Felker (1883-1964), “one of Easton’s leading photographers.”  He was “Easton’s official photographer from the 1920’s through the 1950’s,” specializing in business photographs, but also providing photographs for newspapers and pictures of crime victims for the Northampton County Detective Bureau.
   Felker did news photos for the Easton Express for the first quarter of the 20th Century (until the Express established its own official photography department).  He also did many of the official class photographs for local high schools.
  

· First established in approximately 1904,
 Felker moved his studio to 208 Northampton Street in approximately 1914.
  

· After Felker’s death in 1964, his wife Hester M. Felker took over the studio until approximately 1968.
  
· A selection of Felker’s photographs were featured in a recent (2007) book compiled by Easton Historian Leonard Buscemi, Sr.
  


In 2010, “[s]everal large pieces of the façade and the underlying brick fell from the west side of the building” onto a minivan parked in the Chidsey/Overstock Parking Lot next door.  No one was hurt.
 
� 	City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone I (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982). 


� 	Deed, Penn Family to Gottlieb Hipp, D5  45 (20 Oct. 1789);  A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937);  compare with Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org.  


� 	City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone I (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982). 


� 	Deed, Henry Osterstock to John Shick, H5  38 (11 May 1832).  


� 	C[harles] Kitchen, A General Directory of the Borough of Easton PA 59 (Cole & Eichman’s Office, 1855)(then numbered 52 Northampton Street).  


� 	Advertisement for J.H. Wilking, Easton Argus, Thurs., 5 July 1855, p.4, col. 6-7 (“next door to R.S. Chidsey’s Large Iron Store” – see separate entry for Parking Lot at 212-18 Northampton Street). 


� 	Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 130 (1873).  Compare D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874)(map listing for J. Wilking Est[ate]) with Northampton County tax records map, www.ncpub.org (modern location of the same parcel of land);  see also   


� 	Compare Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 130 (1873)(Jacob H. Wilking) with Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3 showing the H.W. Wilking clothing store to be assigned No.210 Northampton Street.  No.208 was to be the residence of Mrs. Samuel Cooley.  


� 	American Journal of Progress, “Greater Easton of To-day” 20 (written c.1902 during Mayor B. Rush Field’s second 3-year term, reprinted courtesy of W-Graphics).  


� 	See Obituary, Clarence Felker Photographer Dies at 80”, Easton Express, Friday, 24 July 1964, p.1;  Polk’s Easton City Directory 1964 104 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1964)(Clarence E Felker and Mrs. Hester M. Felker, Felker’s Photo Studio at 208 Northampton Street).  


� 	See Polk’s Easton City Directory 1960 98 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1960)(specifies that Felker’s Photo Studio is on the second floor of 208 Northampton Street).   


� 	Leonard Buscemi, Sr., Easton Remembered 7 (Buscemi Enterprises 2007);  Obituary, Clarence Felker Photographer Dies at 80”, Easton Express, Friday, 24 July 1964, p.1;  Polk’s Easton City Directory 1949 Buyer’s Guide 71 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1949).    


� 	Obituary, Clarence Felker Photographer Dies at 80”, Easton Express, Friday, 24 July 1964, p.1.  


� 	Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton, Pennsylvania 77 (Union Publishing Co. 1920)(advertisement, store established 1904);  see Obituary, Clarence Felker Photographer Dies at 80”, Easton Express, Friday, 24 July 1964, p.1 (“since 1905”);  see also Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton 1912 188 (The Easton Directory Company 1912)(Clarence E. Felker, photography, studio and residence at 160 Northampton Street).


� 	Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton 195 (The Union Publishing Co. 1914)(Clarence E. Felker, photographer, studio at 208 Northampton Street, residence at 611 Walnut Street).  


� 	See Polk’s Easton City Directory 1964 104 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1949)(Clarence E. and Mrs. Hester M. Felker);  Polk’s Easton City Directory 1965 103 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1965)(“Felker’s Photo Studio (Mrs. Hester M. Felker)”);  Polk’s Easton City Directory 1968 158 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1968)(same). 


� 	Leonard Buscemi, Sr., Easton Remembered 7 (Buscemi Enterprises 2007). 


� 	Article, “Façade, brick fall into lot, onto van”, Easton Express, Fri., 6 Aug. 2010, p.B-2.  





