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(Photo by Richard F. Hope)

Drake-Stotz Building  (now Friendly River Restaurant & Bakery, recently Mr. Bread, 154-56 Northampton Street)


3-1/2-story brick, with “Second Empire” style mansard roof, and decorative window trim.    


This property appears to occupy part of original town Lot No.10 as surveyed by William Parsons when Easton was established in 1752.  That Lot was formally sold by the Penn Family to Jacob Mixsell in 1789,
 and was occupied by Mixsell’s “Stone Kitchen” prior to the sale.
 


In late 1873, the building was part of the J[ohn] Drake Estate.
  Mr. Drake had died in that year.
  The “Second Empire” style of the building was popular during the late 1860s and 1870s, suggesting that the current building was constructed (or significantly remodeled) by John Drake.  


John Drake (1803-73) came to Easton in 1836 with his employee (and shortly thereafter his partner) Derrick Hulick.  In Easton, they founded a wholesale grocery firm
 that capitalized on Easton’s position as a major grain market and canal transportation hub
 to supply groceries far and wide in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and New York.
   His firm was “the leading house in its line” in the Lehigh Valley.
  Drake also ran a canal boat line connecting Easton with Philadelphia and New York, and as an investor was “instrumental” in the development of the early iron trade in the Lehigh Valley.
  John Drake’s grocery firm built the celebrated iron-fronted Drake Building on South Third Street in the early 1870s, which has now been replaced by the concrete municipal parking garage.
  

The property was apparently owned by the Drake interests as an investment.  When the modern street numbers were assigned In late 1873, No.154 was given to the dry goods store of Martha Hellman,
 and No.156 was given to the residence of Mrs. W.B. Semple.
  
· The Hellman dry goods store had previously been numbered 36 Northampton Street.
  The J. Rinek & Son cordage manufacturing firm had had its office at that address in 1870.
  
John Drake or his Estate apparently separated the property at Northampton Street, from a parcel in the rear fronting on Pine Street.
  

In 1897, the property was sold to Solomon R. Bush,
  co-owner of Easton’s “Bush and Bull” Department Store.
  Mr. Bush acquired the rear property along Pine Street, which was later incorporated into this property.
  In the early 20th Century, this investment property was leased to the Union Clothing Company run by Adolph Aaron and Henry F. Richter, who came from the New York City clothing trade.  They offered ready-made clothing for both sexes, at the same price for cash or credit purchases.
  


In 1923, the property was sold to the Stotz Brothers,
 who operated a hardware, heating and plumbing business, specializing at this time in “Stoves, Ranges and Warm Air Furnaces”.
  Their business was the successor to Horace Norton’s (in the Norton Building at the corner of 2nd and Northampton Street).
  They also had a location on College Hill.
 


The Stotz Bros. incorporated their business in 1933.
  In the 1940s, the Stotz Brothers Company corporation was renamed Leigh Co., but continued in substantially the same business.
  At the same time, the Stotz Office Equipment Company was operated by Thomas B. Stotz from the building next door, at 158 Northampton Street.
   


Leigh Co. sold the building in 1954 to the H.H. Bennett Hardware Company, which continued to own it until 1975.
  The retail space was recently operated as the “Mr. Bread” bakery, which went out of business in 2007. 
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