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(Photo by Richard F. Hope)
Kurlansik Building  (118 Northampton Street)


4-story brick.  Roof façade reads “Kurlansik 1920”.  Frank Kurlansik purchased the property on 26 June 1920.
  


Frank Kurlansik immigrated from Russia at age 11 in 1886.  His wife, Hilda, also immigrated from Russia two years later; both spoke Hebrew as their mother tongue.
  After working as a beer bottler in Paterson, New Jersey and later living in New York,
 Kurlansik moved to Easton in 1915
 and opened a liquor store.
  As Prohibition was introduced in 1919-20, he “went into private banking and real estate business”
 with no fewer than 8 real estate purchases in Easton in 1919 and 1920, including the Kurlansik Building property.
  His office was also located in the Kurlansik Building in the mid-1920s.
  


In 1925, Kurlansik purchased Floyd Bixler’s mansion at 206 Spring Garden Street,
 and lived in the house for a time.
  However, he sold it back to Floyd Bixler’s daughter in 1931.
  In addition to investments, Mr. Kurlansik tried a number of other professions during the Prohibition Era, including coal dealer,
 banker and steamship agent,
 Third Street Garage,
 and Manager of Consumers Oil & Fuel Co. Inc.
  After Prohibition was repealed  in 1933, he returned to the liquor business as a beer distributor with a wine and liquor import license, but he died in the following year (1934).
  In 1934, the Kurlansik Building was sold by the Sheriff for debt to The Prudential Insurance Company of America.
 

Prudential was able to sell the building in 1966 for $22,000 to Max and Claire Horn, while loaning the Horns 17,500 of the purchase price in a mortgage transaction.
  Mrs. Horn was the co-owner (with her son, Richard Horn) of the “Horn’s” women’s apparel shop, located in the Young Gun Shop Building at 349-51 Northampton Street beginning in 1961.
  Max Horn died on 4 August 1952, leaving title to his wife, who remarried Harry B. Kohler.  In 1969, Claire Horn Kohler and her new husband sold the Kurlansik Building to Dorothy Karam Mawad.
  


In the 1970s, the building was the site of the fourth Karams Café – the fourth (and last) of that name in Easton – which specialized in Lebanese food.  The proprietor was the owner, Dorothy Karam Mawad.
  This café, along with the interior of the building, was ultimately destroyed by fire.
  In 1982, Mrs. Mawad sold the building for only $2,500 to Anthony and Yvette Jabbour,
 the owners of the Hotel Lafayette.
  The Kurlansik Building was left vacant for decades, the subject of “several failed redevelopment efforts”.
  In 2005, the Easton Redevelopment Authority took ownership of this building from Yvette Mikhail Jabbour, “who owed the city $76,000 for the cost to demolish a building that had collapsed in another part of town.”
  Several redevelopment efforts under City control failed, including plans to convert it into retail space and residential apartments as the “Twin Rivers Commons”.
  

Prior to the Kurlansik Building, this property had also been used for commercial purposes.  In 1836, John Drake arrived in Easton to establish his wholesale grocery business in a stone house adjoining the National Hotel, which appears to have been at this location.
    

· In 1860, Dennis Collins’s restaurant was at 12 Northampton Street (under the street numbering plan then in effect), which may have been in this predecessor building.
  
· In 1874, D. Schenck Fields’s Saloon was located on this property (at 118 Northampton Street) when Easton’s modern street numbering scheme was inaugurated.
  By 1881, Fields became the proprietor of the National Hotel two buildings away at 130 Northampton Street.
  It was Mr. Fields who, in 1883, sold that hotel to Robert Gerver, who renamed it the Gerver House.
     
The Kurlansik Building in 1920 appears to have replaced (or extensively remodeled)  that predecessor structure.  

� 	Deed, Tunis S. Garnier to Frank Kurlansik, G47  2  (26 June 1920)(20’ front on Northampton Street, property between Sherer Bros on the East and W.R. Bricker on the West).  


� 	1900 Census, Series T623, Roll 993, p.265A (Frank Kurlansik, age 25, living in Paterson City, NJ);  but see 1920 Census, Series T625, Roll 1609, p.68B (Frank Kurlansik, and wife Hilda were born in Russia, and their mother tongue was Hebrew, but lists 1888 as the year that both immigrated);  see generally Obituary, “Frank Kurlansik Dies in Somerville”, Easton Express, Wednesday, 26 Sept. 1934, p.5, col.5 (member of the Temple Covenant of Peace in Easton).    


� 	1900 Census, Series T623, Roll 993, p.265A (Frank Kurlansik, beer bottler, living in Paterson City, NJ, daughter Avis age 1);  1920 Census, Series T625, Roll 1609, p.68B (Frank Kurlansik, daughter Avis age 20 born in New Jersey, son Lewis age 10 born in New York).  See also  Obituary, “Frank Kurlansik Dies in Somerville”, Easton Express, Wednesday, 26 Sept. 1934, p.5, col.5 for a legible rendering of the children’s names.  


� 	Obituary, “Frank Kurlansik Dies in Somerville”, Easton Express, Wednesday, 26 Sept. 1934, p.5, col.5.  


� 	Obituary, “Frank Kurlansik Dies in Somerville”, supra;  see Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton, Pennsylvania 327 (Union Publishing Co. 1918)(wholesale liquors at 127 Northampton Street);  Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton 343 (Charles M. Barnard 1920)(beverages at 127 Northampton Street).  See separate entry for 121-27 Northampton Street.    


� 	Obituary, “Frank Kurlansik Dies in Somerville”, supra. 


� 	See Deed, Charles F. (Emma) Daub to Frank Kurlansik and Victor Silver, A46  648 (2 June 1919)(109-11-13 Northampton Street);  Deed, Stephen (Mary) Villocchi to Frank Kurlansik, D46  545 (30 Sept. 1919)(property on East side of South Front Street);  Deed, Davies-Strauss-Stauffer Co. to Frank Kurlansik, D46  613 (7 Oct. 1919)(NW corner of Third and Lehigh Streets);  Deed, Vandeveer Real Estate Association to Frank Kurlansik, H46  387 (2 Feb. 1920)(property at 9th and Lehigh Streets);  Deed, Chester B. (Alice J.) Fulmer to Frank Kurlansik, B47  46 (1 March 1920)(East Front Street property);  Deed, Emma M. (Thomas) Murtaugh to Frank Kurlansik, B47  49 (10 March 1920)(146 Northampton Street, strip with frontage of only 13’ 10-1/2”);  Deed, Matilda Taylor to Frank Kurlansik, H47  204 (31 Aug. 1920)(property on 9th Street).  


� 	H.P. Delano (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton Pennsylvania 393 (Union Publishing Co. Inc. 1925). 


� 	Deed, Floyd S. Bixler to Frank Kurlansik, B54  252 (3 Feb. 1925).  Kurlansik evidently gave a mortgage on the property back to Floyd Bixler.  See Deed, Frank (Hilda) Kurlansik to Esther D. Bixler, D63  186 (22 June 1931)(recital).  


� 	See H.P. Delano (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton Pennsylvania 393 (Union Publishing Co. Inc. 1925);  West’s Easton, Pa and Phillipsburg, NJ Directory 349 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1930).


� 	Deed, Frank (Hilda) Kurlansik to Esther D. Bixler, D63  186 (22 June 1931).  This 1931 Deed recites that Kurlansik’s purchase was subject to a mortgage given by Kurlansik to Floyd Bixler – who was Esther’s father.  The existence of this mortgage, and the date, give rise to a speculation that Mr. Kurlansik may have been encouraged by the Great Depression to return the property to Miss Bixler instead of continuing to make mortage payments.   


� 	1920 Census, Series T625, Roll 1609, p.68B.  


� 	H.P. Delano (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton Pennsylvania 393 (Union Publishing Co. Inc. 1925).


� 	West’s Easton, Pa and Phillipsburg, NJ Directory 349 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1930).


� 	West’s Easton, Pa and Phillipsburg, NJ Directory 159, 326 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1932)(Consumers Oil & Fuel Co. Inc. located at 134 Canal Street, West Easton).  


� 	Obituary, “Frank Kurlansik Dies in Somerville”, Easton Express, Wednesday, 26 Sept. 1934, p.5, col.5;  accord,  Polk’s Easton and Phillipsburg City Directory 1935 281 (R.L. Polk & Co. 1935)(Hilda Kurlansik, widow of Frank Kurlansik, resident at 12 South Front Street).  


� 	Deed poll, Charles H. unangst, Seriff, for Frank Kurlansik, to The Prudential Insurance Company of America, E65  601 (12 Oct. 1934)(based upon a lawsuit by Prudential against Frank Kurlansik, mortagor, and Sadie F.A. (Joseph) Youngkin, “real owners”).  


� 	Deed, The Prudential Insurance Company of America to Max (Claire) Horn, G75  567 (6 Oct. 1966)(sale price $22,000, of which $17,500 was a mortgage). 


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Young Gun Shop Building at 349-51 Northampton Street, and sources cited therein. 


� 	Deed, Claire Horn (Harry B.) Kohler to Dorothy Karam Mawad, 359  592 (13 Nov. 1969).  


� 	Leonard S. Buscemi, Sr., The Easton-Phillipsburg 2003 Calendar unnumbered pp. 14, 90 (2002). 


		The first Karam’s Café opened in the 1930s at 315 Lehigh Street. 


		The second was on Northampton Street “near” 4th Street in the 1940s.


		The third was at 147 South 3rd Street in the late 1940s, but was removed by 


			government “Redevelopment” (Urban Renewal) projects. 


	Id. at unnumbered pp.14, 32, 47, 90. 


� 	See Leonard S. Buscemi, Sr., The Easton-Phillipsburg 2003 Calendar unnumbered p.90 (2002).  


� 	Deed, Dorothy Karam (Emil) Mawad to Anthony (Yvette) Jabbour, 637  1075 (24 May 1982)(sale price $2,500 for building and property measuring 25’ X 120’).  


� 	Deed, Henry F. (Eleanor I.) Steckel II to Anthony M. (Yvette M.) Jabbour, 534  175 (14 Jan. 1976);  Melanie Novak, “Lafayette Hotel Is Rich with History”, Morning Call, Tues., 13 May 1997, p.B-1.  See generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Hotel Lafayette at 11 North 4th Street. 


� 	Douglas B. Brill, “Developer expanding Easton efforts, Partner in Lipkin’s Project acquires another property”, Easton Express, Sun., 20 June 2010, p.B-7, cols.1-2;  see, e.g., Edward Sieger, “Eastonian’s developer laments ‘teetering’ city”, The Express-Times, Sunday, July 30, 2006, p.1, col.2, at p.2, col.2.  


� 	Tracy Jordan, “Ashley Development, Spirk Brothers vie for Easton project – Northampton Street building could become stores, apartments”, Morning Call, Thurs., 19 July 2007, p.B-4 (collapsed building was in the 600 block of Walnut Avenue);  Tracy Jordan, “Easton Authority wants city to forgive lien on property – In exchange, the agency would take it to control street redevelopment”, Morning call, Thurs., 17 Mar. 2005, p.B-3(also to take 626-28 Walnut Street, to avoid lien on a Wolf Avenue property).  


� 	Edward Sieger, “Easton building project details pushed back”, The Express-Times, Thursday, 30 Aug. 2007, p.B6.  


� 	John W. Jordan, Edgar Moore Green & George T. Ettinger, I Historic Homes and Institutions and Genealogical and Personal Memoirs of the Lehigh Valley Pennsylvania 204 (The Lewis Publishing Co. 1905, reprint by Higginson Book Co.)(biography of Derrick Hulick, Drakes partner).  The other (West) side of the Hotel at that time was located on Green Street.  See separate entry for the Gerver House Bldg. at 128 Northampton Street.  


� 	William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, etc. (William H. Boyd 1860)(business listing ).  The next higher listing found during that time period was for the National Hotel at No.18, more familiar today as the half of the Gerver House that still remains at 128 Northampton Street.  (See entry for this location.)  


� 	Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3 (to be assigned No.118);  cf.  D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874)(D.S. Fields);  see also D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874)(“D.S. Fields”).  


� 	 J.H. Lant & Son, Easton [Etc.] Directory 1881-2  40 (1881)(D.S. Fields);  compare D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874)(“National Hotel” at the corner of Northampton and Green Streets, with “D.S. Fields” two buildings to the East).   


� 	Leonard S. Buscemi Sr., The Easton-Phillipsburg 1999 Calendar unnumbered p.18 (Buscemi Enterprises 1998). 





