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Moser Building (101 Northampton Street, now includes Rejuveness Professional Hair Salon)

This property at the NW corner of Northampton and Front Street (now Riverside Drive) was designated Lot No.17 when William Parsons founded Easton in 1752.
  In 1802, it and the adjacent Lot on Northampton Street were purchased from the Penn Family for £ 50 “in specie” by John Green.
  He probably occupied that property before its formal acquisition.  A map of Easton that records 18th Century data indicates that John Green had taken possession and built a house on original town Lot No.18 (which included this property) before it was officially sold to him by the Penn Family.
  The federal “Window Tax” assessment of 1789 records that John Green owned in Easton Borough a 2-story stone house 24’ X 30’ in size, plus a separate brick kitchen 12/ X 18’, together worth $800.
 

In fact, John Green had come to Easton in approximately 1784 or ’85 at age 17.
  He was a carpenter/cabinetmaker by trade.
  He became a substantial property owner in Easton, owning (among others) this property at the foot of Northampton Street, near the Delaware River bridge (now 101 Northampton Street), as well as:  a hotel on Northampton Street (now probably 137-39 Northampton Street);  property at the SW corner of Centre Square and Northampton Street (now 30 Centre Square);  and the land that later became the Easton Bank at  316 Northampton Street.
  He also acquired “Mill property” in Greenwich Township, New Jersey, from his son Charles.
  

John Green operated the ferry in 1792.
  At that time, the Pennsylvania side of the ferry appears to have been owned by Samuel Moore, the neighbor across Northampton Street.
  When the Northampton Street bridge (also known as the Palmer Bridge, after its designer
) was completed in 1806,
  John Green became manager of the Delaware River Bridge Co., and of the Easton Water Co., as well as a founder and the President of the Fire Insurance Company of Northampton County.
 The year after the bridge was opened, John Green leased a “necessary house or Privy and piece of ground nine feet Square” from his property along Front Street (now North Delaware Drive), in Lot No.17, 110’ from the corner with Northampton Street.  The lessee  was The Easton Delaware Bridge Company, the “company for erecting a Bridge over the river Delaware at the Borough of Easton”.  The term of the lease was for 9,999 years “[i]f a Toll Bridge shall be kept up and continued”, and the rent was $5 per year.
 


John Green made a will dated 10 October 1851, in which he left to his youngest son, William,
 “the Lot whereon he now lives at the NorthWest corner of Northampton + Water Streets . . . with the Buildings thereon”.  William’s inherited parcel had a 90’ frontage on Northampton Street.
  John Green also left his daughter, Lydia, “the House and Lot where I now live” on Northampton Street
 -- apparently, the remaining 30’ of land that he had obtained from the Penn Family, located next to William’s bequest
 and now given the address at 115-19 Northampton Street.
  After John Green died on 9 March 1854, at age 87 or 88,
 the corner lot passed to William by the will described above.  In 1855 (a year after his father’s death), William was manufacturing soap in the corner property (then listed as No.1 Northampton St.), and lived next door at No.7.
  

William Green’s soap factory is apparently the basis of the modern Moser Building.
  He sold that property in 1868 for $6,000.
  
· William apparently retained the remaining part of his inheritance property along Northampton Street to use as his residence,
 which was renumbered 113 Northampton Street in 1874 while a grocery store occupied the commercial space in that building, assigned to No.109.
   William Green’s residence was thus substantially the basis of the parcel now listed as 109-13 Northampton Street.
  
· By the time he sold the soap factory land at the corner, William Green had become the toll collector on the Delaware River Bridge – an occupation that he retained into the 1880s
 (when he was over 70), although he may have been assisted by “Tollekeep Andrews”, who was then the resident (with a wife and 5 children) in 111 Northampton Street under the modern numbering scheme – presumably renting space from William Green.
    
The purchaser of the corner soap factory property in 1868 was Peter Eilenberger,
 who has been identified as having rebuilt or extensively remodeled the building as a residence.
  That is strongly suggested by the fact that he was able to sell it in 1871 for the significantly increased price of $20,000 to John Shouse.
  Although the “Second Empire” Mansard roof of the modern building
 is consistent with Peter Eilenberger’s time, commentators have nevertheless suggested that it was added by Shouse.
 
    
In 1881, Shouse’s estate sold the property for only $8,450 to Moses Hirshfield.
  Hirschfield resold it in 1887 – including multiple buildings – to Dr. John Detwiller
 (also spelled Detweiler), then the owner of Detwiller House at 52 Centre Square.
  Dr. Detwiller renovated the building, and in 1911-12 added the apartment complex at the rear
 referred to as the Lenni Lenape Apartments (16 North Front Street, now Riverside Drive).
  
    
John J. Detwiller died in 1916, and the property continued to be administered by his estate.
  It was finally sold in 1970 to Raymond and Margaret Baurkot for $50,000.
  The Baurkots subdivided the property,
 selling approximately the front half in 1983 to Russell and Margaret Moser for $40,000,
 by which time it was perceived as being seriously neglected.  The Mosers renovated it, and received the “top preservation award” of Historic Easton, Inc. for 1985 for their work.
  The Mosers sold the property to the Bagnell Family in 2005 for $900,000.
  It was transferred two years later to the current owner.
  

� 	A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937).  


� 	Deed, John Penn and Richard Penn to John Green, F11 659 (1802)(Lot Nos.17 and 18);  see Invitation to Moser Building tour (20 May 1983)(original in the possession of the Easton Heritage Alliance).   It appears that John Green lived on North Fourth Street, at No.53 under the street numbering scheme in effect at that time.  C[harles] Kitchen, A General Directory of the Borough of Easton PA (Cole & Eichman’s Office, 1855)(alphabetical listing).  


� 	Charles de Krafft, Map of Easton Original Town Lots (from the collection of Luigi “Lou” Ferone (“Mr. Easton”) auctioned 27 Feb. 2010, said to have been used by the Penn clerks for notations to keep track of the town lots c.1779-1801).


� 	Federal Tax of 1798 (“Window Tax”), Roll 361, Easton Borough listing (National Archives records, microfilm located in Easton Area Public Library). 


� 	See Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a 156-57 (George W. West 1885 / 1889)(one of the “first settlers” of Easton, died at age 88);  Henry F. Marx (compiler), II Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1852 – 1870 Newspaper Extracts 318 (Easton Area Public Library 1934)(had been in Easton since age 17 – implying that he came to town in 1784 or ’85);  accord, 1790 Census, Series M637, Roll 8, p.266;  see 1800 Census, Series M32, Roll 37, p.536;  1810 Census, Series M252, Roll 51, p.165;  1820 Census, Series M33, Roll 104, p.250.  See also  William J. Heller, Historic Easton From the Window of a Trolley-Car 151 (The Express Printing Co., Inc., 1912, reprinted by Genealogical Researchers, 1984). 


	Condit’s History makes it clear that this John Green (who died in 1854) was the cousin of another John Green (son of Benjamin Green), who had a property at what became 83 North Fourth Street and died in 1870.  See the separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for that address for further details.  


� 	See Article of Agreement, John Green and Peter Miller, A3 225 (23 Feb. 1803)(Northampton County Real Estate Archives)(carpenter);  Deed, John Penn and Richard Penn to John Green, F11 659 (1802)(cabinetmaker).  


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entries for these addresses, and the sources cited therein.  


� 	Will of John Green, Northampton County File No.6245, WB 7  86, RW-29 Frame 1556 et seq., ¶ First (filed for probate 24 March 1854)(this property was to be sold by the executors to pay off the debts of the estate). 


� 	Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a 47 (George W. West 1885 / 1889). 


� 	James W. Moore, Rev. John Moore of Newtown, Long Island, and Some of his Descendants  245-46  (Lafayette College, printed by The Chemical Publishing Company 1903).  The property rights in New Jersey, as well as rights there to operate the ferry, appear to have passed by deeds there to others.  See A.D. Chidsey, Jr.,  A Frontier Village:  Pre-Revolutionary Easton 52-53 & nn.50-54 (Vol. III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1940).  


� 	Frank T. Dale, Bridges Over the Delaware River: A History of Crossings  70-71 (Rutgers University Press 2003);  Frank Talbot Dale, Our Delaware River Ferries 10 (County Chronicles Book #16, June 2002). 


� 	A.D. Chidsey, Jr.,  A Frontier Village:  Pre-Revolutionary Easton 53 (Vol. III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1940);  Frank T. Dale, Bridges Over the Delaware River: A History of Crossings  69-70 (Rutgers University Press 2003);  William W. Carling, Northampton County Studies in Our Community 16 (Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society, sponsor;  Easton Area Public Library accession stamp 8 April 1940).   See generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the “Free Bridge” at the bottom of Northampton Street.  


� 	Henry F. Marx (compiler), II Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1852 – 1870 Newspaper Extracts 318 (Easton Area Public Library 1934). 


� 	Lease, John Green to The Easton Delaware Bridge Company, C3  70 (14 Mar. 1807)(“necessary house or Privy and piece of ground nine fee Square”, part of original town Lot No.17 located along Front Street beginning 110’ from the corner with Northampton Street).  


� 	 Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a 157 (George W. West 1885 / 1889). 


� 	Will of John Green, Northampton County File No.6245, WB 7  86, RW-29 Frame 1556 et seq., ¶ Third (filed for probate 24 March 1854)(son William gets his house at NW corner of Northampton and Water Streets, with a 90’ front on Northampton Street, provided William makes payments to his sister Lydia);  see Invitation to Moser Building tour (20 May 1983)(original in the possession of the Easton Heritage Alliance).     


� 	Will of John Green, supra, Provision “Second”.   


� 	This is suggested by the fact that in 1855, the year after John Green’s death, the City Directory lists William Green’s address as 7 Northampton Street, and Lydia’s address as 9 Northampton Street.  C[harles] Kitchen, A General Directory of the Borough of Easton PA (Cole & Eichman’s Office 1855)(listings under “G”). 


� 	See Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org. 


� 	Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a 156-57 (George W. West 1885 / 1889)(one of the “first settlers” of Easton, died at age 88);  Henry F. Marx (compiler), II Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1852 – 1870 Newspaper Extracts 318 (Easton Area Public Library 1934)(age 87 according to the Easton Argus, age 88 according to the Whig). 


� 	C[harles] Kitchen, A General Directory of the Borough of Easton PA (Cole & Eichman’s Office 1855)(listing under “G”);  Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 76 (1873).  See also 1860 Census, Series M653, Roll 1147, p.221 (William Green’s household is the very first one taken by that pollster, and Lydia Green’s is number 2, although no addresses are given).  


	In 1850, William Green had been in the lumber business.  1850 Census, Series M432, Roll 802, p.152, Image 311, available from Ancestry.com at content.ancestry.com/iexec/?htx=View&r=an&dbid=8054&iid=PAM432_802-0311&fn=William&ln=Green&st=r&ssrc=&pid=4761067 (accessed 13 Mar. 2009).  His wife was Jane Green, age 39, born in New Jersey, with 6 children. 


� 	Invitation to Moser Building tour (20 May 1983)(original in the possession of the Easton Heritage Alliance);  accord, plaque on front of building facing Larry Holmes Dr. (c.1850). 


� 	Deed, William (Jane M.) Gree to Peter F. Eilenberger, B12  204 (1 Apr. 1868)(sale price $6,000 for land with 40’ frontage on Northampton Street X 220’ deep along Front Street).  This is substantially the same frontage of 40.15’ on Northampton Street listed to the modern Moser Building property.  Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org.  It was also slightly less than half of the 90’ frontage left to William in his father’s will.  Will of John Green, Northampton County File No.6245, WB 7  86, RW-29 Frame 1556 et seq., ¶ Third (filed for probate 24 March 1854). 


� 	D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874).  


� 	See Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3.  


	The 1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.375A, lists William Green (then age 74) at 109 Northampton Street. 


� 	See Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org.  The modern 47’ frontage of the property at 109-13 Northampton Street represents approximately the remainder of William Green’s inherited property, after the 1868 sale.  


� 	1860 Census, Series M653, Roll 1147, p.221(“toll collector”);  1870 Census, Series M593, Roll 1382, p.1 (“Bridge Tender”, age 64);  Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 76 (1873);  1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.375A (age 74, “Collector of toll on Bridge”, address 103 Northampton St.).  His residence near the Delaware River makes it likely that the bridge he tended was the Delaware River Bridge.  


� 	1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.375A.


� 	Deed, William (Jane M.) Gree to Peter F. Eilenberger, B12  204 (1 Apr. 1868). 


� 	See Historic Easton, Inc., Annual House Tour Site #8 (18 May 1985);  see also Historic Easton, Inc., Spring Tour Site #1 (19 May 1984)(copy in files of Easton Heritage Alliance)(built in 1870s).     


� 	Deed, Peter F. (Marietta C.) Eilenberger to John Shouse, G13  112 (31 Mar. 1871)(sale price $20,000).  


� 	E.g., Historic Easton, Inc., Annual House Tour Site #8 (18 May 1985);  see City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone F (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982)(Second Empire architectural style listed for 101-05 Northampton Street). 


� 	Historic Easton, Inc., Annual House Tour Site #8 (18 May 1985)(by Moses Hirschfield, a clothing store owner); Historic Easton Spring Tour 1984 Site #15(same); Invitation to Moser Building tour (20 May 1983)(original in the possession of the Easton Heritage Alliance)(by John Shouse).   


	See also D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874)(showing “J. Shouse” at the corner);   Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3 (Hon. John Shouse residence to be at No.101 after renumbering);  Webb Bros. & Co., Webb’s Easton and Phillipsburg Directory 1875-6 111 (M.J. Riegel 1875)(John Shouse residence at 101 Northampton, at the corner with Front Street). 


� 	Deed, Catherine H. Shouse, Administratrix of the Estate of John Shouse, to Moses Hirschfield, G16  385 (30 Mar. 1881)(sale price $8,450 for corner property measuring 40’ X 220’).  


� 	Deed, Moses (Rosalie) Hirschfield to John J. Detwiller, E19  378 (19 Oct. 1887)(sale price $`0,500 for “messuages and tenements” on corner property measuring 40’ X 220’).   


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for Detwiller House at 52 Centre Square.  


� 	Historic Easton, Inc., Annual House Tour Site #8 (18 May 1985); Historic Easton Spring Tour 1984 Site #15;  Invitation to Moser Building tour (20 May 1983).      


� 	See Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton 20 (Union Publishing Company 1920)(“Blocks, Buildings, Halls”). 


� 	See Deed, Sherwood M. Gibbs, Trustee of the Will of John J. Detwiller, to Raymond (Margaret) Baurkot, 384  576 (31 Oct. 1970)(recital that John J. Detwiller died on 28 Feb. 1916).  


� 	Deed, Sherwood M. Gibbs, Trustee of the Will of John J. Detwiller, to Raymond (Margaret) Baurkot, 384  576 (31 Oct. 1970)(sale price $50,000 for property measuring 40’ X 220’).  


� 	See Property No.1 of Raymond & Margaret Baurkot Minor Subdivision Plan, Map Book 83 at 215. 


� 	Deed, Raymond Baurkot to Russell E. (Margaret E.) Moser, 658  801 (28 Nov. 1983)(sale price $40,000 for property measuring 40.15’ X 122.89, or 4934.03 square feet).  The deed recites that Margaret Baurkot had died on 18 July 1974.  


� 	Easton, Inc., Annual House Tour Site #8 (18 May 1985);  Historic Easton Spring Tour 1984 Site #15;  accord, Invitation to Moser Building tour (20 May 1983).  The name “Moser Building” on the building’s plaque was apparently named for renovators Russell and Margaret Moser.  


� 	Deed, Russell E. (Margaret E.) Moser to William S.D. Bagnell and Susan J. Bagnell, Trustees of Bagnell Family Revocable Trust, 2005-1-340188 (31 Aug. 2005)(sale price $900,000 for property measuring 40.15’ X 122.89’).  This deed indicates property square footage of 4,934.03 – the same measurements and square footage as the 1983 deed, although the property description suggests that it was only “part” of that property.  


� 	Deed, William S.D. Bagnell and Susan J. Bagnell, Trustees of Bagnell Family Revocable Trust to Iron Bridge Easton LP, 2007-1-267304 (27 June 2007).  No sale price was listed in the deed.  The Northampton County Tax Records, www.ncpub.org, list that sale as being for only $414,354 – or less than half of the sale price in 2005 – but this might reflect local 50% tax valuation practices. 





