PAGE  
3

    [image: image1.jpg]




(Photo 2009 by Richard F. Hope)
Elizabeth Innes House (237 Ferry Street)

Small, 2-story frame house positioned between an alley and a parking lot entrance.  Its style has been identified as originally “Federal”.
 

This small house was a part of a larger property purchased in 1842 by James R. Innes
 (1816 – 1893),
 a grandson of Revolutionary War Captain John Arndt.
  James Innes was also well-connected in the area through his wife:  he married Susan Margaret (Butz) Innes,
 a granddaughter of Christian Butz,
 the early 19th Century proprietor of the predecessor to the Hotel Lafayette.
  Her maternal grandfather was Easton industrialist and miller owner John Herster.
  


James Robert Innes initially became the business partner in a general wholesale and retail store with his older brother, John Arndt Innes.
  In 1841, the oldest Innes brother, Samuel Innes
, died at the untimely age of 38,
 leaving a newspaper, a widow (Elizabeth Nungesser Innes
), and at least three children.
  The Argus newspaper that Samuel had co-founded was taken over by brother John A. Innes and the boys’ father,
 William Innes.
  Meanwhile, Samuel’s widow and family were provided a portion of the property that brother James Innes purchased on Ferry Street on 4 January 1842.
  In 1855, James “Innis” was listed at 67 Ferry Street, while Elizabeth “Innis” was two doors away at 71 Ferry Street, under the street numbering scheme in effect at that time.
  The 1855 Directory also lists John “Innis”, a machinist, with James at 67 Ferry Street.
  This probably refers to John A. Innes, who was Elizabeth Innes’s son and James’s nephew.
     

In the following year (1856) until 1861, property owner James Innes took a job at the Customs House in Philadelphia, and left Easton.
  
· In 1859 (during his stay in Philadelphia), he put part of his Ferry Street property, together with a “frame Dwelling House”, in trust with instructions to hold the house as a residence for (or, alternatively, to give the rents to) Elizabeth Innes, the widow of Samuel Innes.  The trustee was to sell the property after Elizabeth Innes’s death.
  
James Innes returned to Easton after 1871, becoming a contractor and builder, and City Assessor as well as other public offices.
  In 1871, James Innes’s Ferry Street house (with property now owned in trust for his wife) was sold.
  In 1880
 and continuing in 1890, he and his wife, Susan M. Innes, were living at 54 South 5th Street.
 

In the 1870s, Mrs. Elizabeth Innes’s house on Ferry Street (then numbered 69 Ferry Street) had become the residence of John A. Innes,
 her son.
  In late 1873, with the impending inauguration of the modern street numbering scheme, that house was assigned the 237 Ferry Street address,
 which it holds to the present time.  In 1880, Elizabeth Innes (then spelled “Innis”, age 69) was listed as keeping two boarders, but no address was specified.
  She died at age 71 on 22 December 1881.
  In the following June (1882), the trustee for the property (see above) sold the house to William A. Bush,
 a watchmaker and jeweler whose long-time residence and shop was located in the Bush Building at 164-66 Northampton Street.
  

William Bush held the property until the year before he died (at age 91).
  He sold his Ferry Street property in 1906 to Maggie Meeker,
 his granddaughter.
  Maggie died in 1939, at age 72, in her Ferry Street residence.
  Her estate sold the property the following year, for $1,600.  The Executor of Maggie Meeker’s will was David W. Nevin,
 the lawyer, land developer, and Easton politician who had once owned the Old Nevin Building next door.
  


The purchaser in 1939 was Clara A. Warner.  Mrs. Warner was “employed for many years as a presser for King’s Cleaners and Dyers”,
 located just a couple of doors over at 225 Ferry Street.
  She owned the property until her death in 1965 (at age 84).
  Her will left the property to Milton R. Brassington, while  Brassington’s wife, Elizabeth, acted as Ms. Warner’s executor.  They sold the property that same year for $3,600 to Nazhia Samia,
 the widow who had acquired the Old Nevin House next door.
  Mrs. Samia sold both properties in 1967.
  The two properties moved together through a pair of successive owners
 until 1986, when the Old Nevin Building was separated and sold to the Ferry Street Associates L.P.,
 while in 1988 the Innes House was sold to Elizabeth M. Becker
 (later married name Mitman).  There were two subsequent owners to date.
       
� 	City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone I (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982). 


� 	Deed, Benjamin (Mary) Ihrie and Ferdinand Ihrie to James R. Innes, C6  532 (7 Jan. 1842)(sale price $900 for “two frame buildings” on a lot 50’ X 50’, part of original Town Lot Nos.100 and 102).  For earlier history of the lot, see separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Susan M. Innes House at 241 Ferry Street.  


	However, the house at 237 Ferry Street was estimated to have a construction date of c.1850.  City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone I (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982). 


� 	John Stover Arndt, The Story of the Arndts 205, 266 (Philadelphia: Christopher Sower Company 1922)(born 25 May 1814, died 24 Sept. 1893);  see III Parish Records of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of Easton, PA (Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library code CCC) at 798 (compiled by Works Progress Administration in Easton Public Library 1937)(James R. Innes death record).   


� 	His mother was Elizabeth Arndt, who married William Innes (or “Ennes”) on  12 July 1801.  Rev. Henry Martyn Kieffer, Some of the First Settlers of “The Forks of the Delaware” and Their Descendants 351 (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc. 1973)(Elisabeth Arndt married William “Ennes” 12 July 1801);  John Stover Arndt, The Story of the Arndts 204-05, 266 (Philadelphia: Christopher Sower Company 1922)(grandson of Capt. John Arndt);  see also Henry F. Marx (compiler), III Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1871 – 1884 Newspaper Extracts 837 (Easton Area Public Library 1935)(death notice for James’s brother, John A. Innes).  For further history of Captain John Arndt, see generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Easton National Bank Building at 316 Northampton Street. 


	Mrs. Elizabeth (Arndt) Innes died in March 1853 at age 71, and was buried in Arndt’s Burial Ground in Forks Township, where her parents were also buried.  Rev. Henry Martyn Kieffer, Some of the First Settlers of “The Forks of the Delaware” and Their Descendants 430 (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc. 1973). 


� 	See John Stover Arndt, The Story of the Arndts 205 (Philadelphia: Christopher Sower Company 1922)(married Susan Margaret Butz);  see also Henry F. Marx (compiler), III Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1871 – 1884 Newspaper Extracts 837 (Easton Area Public Library 1935)(death notice for Mary B. Innes, daughter of James R. Innes and Susan M. Innes).  


� 	John Eyerman, The Ancestors of Marguerite Eyerman: A Study in Genealogy 30-31 (Free Press Book and Job Print 1898).  This shows Susan Butz (1816 – 1891), a daughter of David Butz and Mary Herster, married to James R. Innes “of Easton”.  


	See also Obituary, “John A. Innes”, Easton Express, Thursday, 18 Oct. 1900, p.5, col.1.  This obituary identifies Christian Butz as an uncle of John A. Innes, Samuel and Elizabeth Innes’s son.  As we have seen, Samuel’s brother, James Innes, married a wife from the Butz family, so she must have been a sister to a Christian Butz.  In fact, Eyerman’s genealogy shows that she did have a brother named Christian Butz, who was a grandson of the hotel proprietor.    


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Hotel Lafayette at 11 North 4th Street.  


� 	John Eyerman, The Ancestors of Marguerite Eyerman: A Study in Genealogy 32, 41-42 (Free Press Book and Job Print 1898)(Mary Herster – No.135 – daughter of John Herster).  Eyerman’s history is slightly confused about Mary Herster’s husband – at 42 he identifies Daniel Butz, but in the more detailed entry at 32 he clearly shows David Butz.  


	For history of John Herster, see generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Tindall House as part of the entry for 1 Centre Square.    


� 	John Stover Arndt, The Story of the Arndts 266 (Philadelphia: Christopher Sower Company 1922). 


� 	Born 8 Sept. 1802.  Rev. Henry Martyn Kieffer, Some of the First Settlers of “The Forks of the Delaware” and Their Descendants 65 (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc. 1973);  John Stover Arndt, The Story of the Arndts 204 (Philadelphia: Christopher Sower Company 1922). 


� 	E.A. Weaver, “Historical Sketches – Relating to Easton and Eastonians”, Easton Daily Free Press, Thurs., 13 Aug. 1896, p.3, col.3 (died in 1841);  accord, Alfred Lewis Shoemaker, A Check List of Imprints of the German Press of Northampton County Pennsylvania, 1766 – 1905, with Biographies of the Printers 140 (Vol. IV in the publications of the Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1943)(Samuel Innes died in 1841);  see Article, “The Argus”, Easton Argus, Wednesday, 17 March 1875, p.3, col.1 (died approximately 1840). 


� 	John Stover Arndt, The Story of the Arndts 204 (Philadelphia: Christopher Sower Company 1922).


� 	See Henry F. Marx (compiler), III Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1871 – 1884 Newspaper Extracts 837 (Easton Area Public Library 1935)(Elizabeth Innes left three children at the time of her death in 1881).  


� 	Article, “The Argus”, Easton Argus, Wednesday, 17 March 1875, p.3, col.1;  see generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the John Innes Residence at 60 North 3rd Street.  


	The father was William Innes (1778 – 1856), a hat manufacturer in Easton who was a member of the Easton Town Council in 1837 and was otherwise active in Borough affairs.  See John Stover Arndt, The Story of the Arndts 204-05, 266 (Philadelphia: Christopher Sower Company 1922).  See generally C[harles] Kitchen, A General Directory of the Borough of Easton PA 34 (Cole & Eichman’s Office, 1855)(William Innis, gentleman, in the rear of 27 South 3rd Street, under the street numbering scheme in effect at that time).  


� 	William Innes (1778 – 1856) was a hat manufacturer in Easton.  He was also a member of the Easton Town Council in 1837, and was otherwise active in Borough affairs.  See John Stover Arndt, The Story of the Arndts 204-05, 266 (Philadelphia: Christopher Sower Company 1922);  see Henry F. Marx (compiler), II Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1852 – 1870 Newspaper Extracts 431 (Easton Area Public Library 1934)(William Innes died 6 May 1856 at age 78).   See generally C[harles] Kitchen, A General Directory of the Borough of Easton PA 34 (Cole & Eichman’s Office, 1855)(William Innis, gentleman, in the rear of 27 South 3rd Street, under the street numbering scheme in effect at that time).  


� 	Deed, Benjamin Ihrie and wife and Ferdinand Ihrie to James R. Innes, (4 Jan. 1842), as recited in Deed, James R. (susan) Innes to Adam Yohe in Trust for Elizabeth Innes Widow of Samuel Innes, and Heirs of Samuel Innes, B10  122 (11 Oct. 1859).  


� 	C[harles] Kitchen, A General Directory of the Borough of Easton PA 34 (Cole & Eichman’s Office, 1855)(James Innis, clerk, at 67 Ferry Street;  Mrs. E.T. Innis, widow, at 71 Ferry Street).  


� 	Id. 


� 	See Obituary, Easton Express, Thursday, 18 Oct. 1900, p.5, col.1.   He died in Philadelphia in 1900, at age 62. 


� 	John Stover Arndt, The Story of the Arndts 266 (Philadelphia: Christopher Sower Company 1922). 


� 	Deed, James R. (Susan) Innes to Adam Yohe in Trust for Elizabeth Innes Widow of Samuel Innes, and Heirs of Samuel Innes, B10  122 (11 Oct. 1859). 


� 	John Stover Arndt, The Story of the Arndts 266 (Philadelphia: Christopher Sower Company 1922);  see also Fitzgerald & Dillon, Easton Directory for 1870-71  53 (Ringwalt & Brown 1870)(James Innes, house at 37 South 4th Street).    


� 	Deed, Susan Innes and Samuel Innes, Trustee for Susan Innes acting in place of Jacob Butz, deceased, to Anna E. Van Allen, C13  659 (10 Feb. 1871)(sale price $2200 for property measuring 17’ X 50’).  In 1890, a new deed was issued for the full 20’ frontage showing the same sale price, supposedly to correct the error originated by the Sheriff’s Deed Poll back in 1845.  See Deed, Susan (James R.) Innes and Samuel Innes, Trustee, to Anna E. Van Allen, wife of Daniel D. Van Allen, D21  1 (20 Feb. 1890)(sale price $2200 for property measuring 20’ X 50’).  This correction deed recites the division of the original Ihrie property into three parcels by James Innes, and their subsequent history.  Actually, the 1845 deed’s smaller frontage measurement was probably corect, as a means of reserving the house to James Innes and only selling into the trust the surrounding property – but this history had apparently been forgotten by 1890!  


� 	1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.423A. 


� 	Census Directory of Northampton County, Eleventh U.S. Census, 1890 (Joseph H. Werner, assisted by Geo. W. West 1891), I-P transcribed online at www.bethlehempaonline.com/beth1890/eastonjtop.html. 


� 	Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873  84 (1873)(John A. Innes, 69 Ferry Street).  


� 	See Obituary, Easton Express, Thursday, 18 Oct. 1900, p.5, col.1.   He died in Philadelphia in 1900, at age 62;  Henry F. Marx (compiler), III Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1871 – 1884 Newspaper Extracts 837 (Easton Area Public Library 1935)(Elizabeth Innes’s son was John A. Innes of Philadelphia).  


	He is to be distinguished from his uncle, also named John A. Innes, who lived at 60 North 3rd Street.  See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 60 North 3rd Street.  


� 	Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Tues., 2 Dec. 1873, p.3, col.7.   


� 	1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.366C.  The boarders were Mattie and Minnie Armstrong. 


	In that year, James R. Innis (then age 66), listed as a retired merchant, with his wife Susan and a grown son and daughter, lived at  54 South 5th  Street.  Samuel Innes (age 32), a railroad clerk, lived next door with his family at 56 South 5th Street.   1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.423A. 


� 	Henry F. Marx (compiler), III Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1871 – 1884 Newspaper Extracts 837 (Easton Area Public Library 1935);  accord, Deed, Nelson P. Correll, Trustee for the Heirs of Samuel Jones, to William A. Bush, C17  329 (2 June 1882)(recital).  


� 	Deed, Nelson P. Correll, Trustee for the Heirs of Samuel Jones, to William A. Bush, C17  329 (2 June 1882).   The original trustee, Adam Yohe, had died in 1871, and so Nelson Correll was appointed to act in his stead.  


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Bush Building at 164-66 Northampton Street. 


� 	Obituary, “BUSH”, Easton Express, Tuesday, 29 Jan. 1907, p.4, col.4 (funeral to be held at William Bush’s “late residence” at 164 Northampton Street, died at age 91);  Virginia Marr, The George Bush Family Clockmakers of Easton, PA 17 (typewritten ms. Nov. 2003)(in 92nd year – i.e. age 91);  Obituary, “Death of Old Citizen, William A. Bush, Aged Ninety-Two, Passes Away”, Easton Sentinel, Tuesday, 5 Feb. 1907, p.1, col.5 (died of “apoplexy” in his home on Northampton Street East of Second Street).   Given his birth date of 17 December 1815 (given by Virginia Marr at page 10), the Easton Express was correct that he was 91 at the time of his death.  


� 	Deed, William A. Bush to Maggie B. Meeker, D36  66 (5 Nov. 1906)(“frame house” with property measuring 15’ on Ferry Street X 50’ deep).  


� 	See Obituary, “Margaret Meeker”, easton Express, Mon., 20 Nov. 1939, p.5, col.3.  


� 	Obituary, “Margaret Meeker”, easton Express, Mon., 20 Nov. 1939, p.5, col.3 (died Saturday evening, i.e. on 18 Nov. 1939);  accord, Deed, D.W. Nevin, Executor of the Will of Maggie B. Meeker, et al. (heirs), to Clara A. Warner, D70  429 (16 Mar. 1940)(reciting that Maggie Meeker had died on 18 Nov. 1939).  


� 	Deed, D.W. Nevin, Executor of the Will of Maggie B. Meeker, et al. (heirs), to Clara A. Warner, D70  429 (16 Mar. 1940)(sale price $1,600, reciting that Maggie Meeker had died on 18 Nov. 1939).  


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Old Nevin Building at 233-35 Ferry Street.  


� 	Obituary, “Mrs. Harry Warner”, easton Express, Mon., 13 Sept. 1965, p.42, col.4.


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 225 Ferry Street.  


� 	Obituary, “Mrs. Harry Warner”, easton Express, Mon., 13 Sept. 1965, p.42, col.4 (died on Saturday, i.e. 11 September 1965, and was born on 20 July 1881).  


� 	Deed, Elizabeth Brassington, Executrix of the Will of Clara Warner, and Elizabeth (Milton R.) Brassington, to Nazhia Samia, 259  379 (8 Dec. 1965)(sale price $3,600 for “frame house” on property measuring 15’ X 50’, willed to Milton R. Brassington by Clara Warner who died on 11 Sept. 1965).  


� 	Deed, The Northampton County Building & Loan Association to Joseph (Nazhia) Samia, F71  234 (10 Feb. 1941).  


� 	Deed, Nazhia Samia to Edward N. DiGiacomo, 286  496 (20 Jan. 1967)(sale price $50,000).  See generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Old Nevin House at 233-35 Ferry Street. 


� 	Deed, Nazhia Samia to Edward N. DiGiacomo, 286  496 (20 Jan. 1967)(sale price $50,000;  Joseph had died, passing his interest in the properties to his wife);  Deed, Edward N. (Marie M.) DiGiacomo to Edward N. (Marie M.) DiGiacomo, 513  363 (5 May 1975);  Deed, Edward N. (Marie M.) DiGiacomo to James P. (Constance L.) Mazza, 599  199 (16 May 1979)(Tract No.2, sale price $50,000).  


� 	Deed, James P. (Constance L.) Mazza to Ferry Street Associates, L.P., 717  1098 (31 Dec. 1986)(sale price $125,000). 


� 	Deed, James P. (Constance L.) Mazza to Elizabeth M. Becker, 745  1016 (12 Apr. 1988)(sale price $70,000).  


� 	Deed, Elizabeth Mitman (formerly known as Elizabeth M. Becker) to Warren C. Rizzo, 1999-1-091005 (28 may 1999)(sale price $77,000, reciting that Elizabeth Mitman was Elizabeth M. Becker’s new married name);  Deed, Warren C. Rizzo to Wendy Buckley, 2005-1-014294 (12 Jan. 2005)(sale price $89,000), corrected by Deed, Warren C. Rizzo to Wendy Buckley, 2005-1-030830 (10 Jan. 2005)(correction deed primarily to correct date of transaction). 





