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(Photo 2009 by Richard F. Hope) 
Old Nevin Building (233-35 Ferry Street, now Ocean Restaurant)

4-story building with white brick on the top three floors, topped by an Italianate style roof cornice.  Its style has been identified as “Victorian Commercial”, built c.1890-1900.
 

In 1908, an advertisement referred to “the new Nevin Building, 235 Ferry Street”.
  In 1910 and 1912, this building was listed as the “Nevin Building”.
  Nevin purchased the property in 1907 from the heirs of John Bercaw,
 who had owned it since 1865.
   One of the early tenants was Frank Mansfield’s firm, “The Oldest Wall Paper House in the City of Resources”, which moved here by 1908 from 141-43 Northampton Street.
 

Nevin sold it in November 1913,
 and remodeled another property that he and his wife had assembled at 24-28 South 2nd Street, which then became known as the “Nevin Building” by 1914.
  The Old Nevin Building on Ferry Street passed through four owners before becoming the property of a partnership between Isaac B. Hochman and William L. Folk in 1923.
  The partners had also acquired the new Nevin Building on South 2nd Street the previous year.
  


In 1930, as the Great Depression began, Folk and Hochman divided up certain land interests that they had held jointly.  As a result of that transaction, Folk became the sole owner of the Nevin Building in South 2nd Street, while Hochman became the sole owner of the Old Nevin Building in Ferry Street.
  Hochman sold his properties, including the Old Nevin Building, to the Easton Development Company in 1932.
  Two further corporate sales that year left the property in the hands of the Northampton County Building & Loan Association,
 which held the property until 1941.  At that point, it was sold to Joseph and Nazhia Samia.
  In 1965, Mrs. Samia also acquired the little frame house next door at 237 Ferry Street.
  The two properties moved together through a pair of successive owners
 until 1986, when the Old Nevin Building was separated and sold to the Ferry Street Associates L.P.
  In 1994, a mortgage foreclosure resulted in the Sheriff seizing the property;
  it was resold by the bank in the same year to Mark E. Joseph for $120,000.
  Mr. Joseph placed the property in 2004 with a limited liability company for the building, for a sale price of $425,000.
 
� 	City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone I (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982). 


� 	George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton  ad inside front cover, 220 (West Job Printing House 1908)(advertisement for Frank Mansfield’s wall paper firm’s move from Northampton Street). 


� 	Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton 1912  20 (The West Job Printing House 1912);  Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton 1910 20 (The West Job Printing House 1910)(lists “Nevin Building” as being on East Ferry Street, but does not give a street number reference).  


� 	Deed, Elizabeth Bercaw (widow), et al. (heirs of John Bercaw), to David W. Nevin, A37  88 (4 Mar. 1907)(purchase price $5,500).  


� 	Deed, Margaret (Benjamin) Ihrie to John Bercaw, C11  105 (14 June 1865).  In late 1873, with the inauguration of the modern street numbering scheme, the address at 233 Ferry Street had been assigned to the residence of John Bercaw.  Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Tues., 2 Dec. 1873, p.3, col.7. 


� 	The 1908 City Directory shows that Frank Manfield’s wall paper store had moved to “the new Nevin Building, 235 Ferry Street”.  George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton  ad inside front cover, 220 (West Job Printing House 1908)(Frank Mansfield “In the new Nevin Building, 235 Ferry Street”;  residence at 65 North 4th Street);   Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton 1910  6, 315 (The West Job Printing House 1910)(Frank Mansfield, “The Oldest Wall Paper House in the City of Resources”, Nevin Building at 235 Ferry Street); Charles M. Bernard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton 1912  314 (The West Job Printing House 1912)(same);  Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton 319 (The Union Publishing Co. 1914)(Frank Mansfield, wall paper, at 235 Ferry Street).  


	By 1916, the Mansfield store had moved to 14 South Front Street.  Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton 6, 347 (Union Publishing Co. 1916);  Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton, Pennsylvania 352 (Union Publishing Co. 1918)(same).   


	The 1920 City Directory lists Frank Mansfield as selling wall papers, but gives no business address, only a residential address at 115 Northampton Street.  Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton 369 (Charles M. Barnard 1920).  No Mansfield firm was listed among the wall papers in the business directory in that year.  Id. at 626.


� 	Deed, David W. (Lillias G.) Nevin to George W. Laub, C41  468 (19 Nov. 1913). 


� 	Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton Pennsylvania 21 (The Union Publishing Co. 1914), where the “Halls, Blocks, Buildings” section lists the “Nevin Building” at 24-28 South 2nd Street;  accord, Charles M. Barnard (compiler),  West’s Directory for City of Easton 151 (Union Publishing Co. 1920)(“Halls, Blocks, Buildings” section, listed Nevin Building at 24-28 South Second Street);  see separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Nevin Building at 24-28 South 2nd Street, and sources cited therein.  


� 	See Deed, Jacob Sandler to Isaac B. Hochman and William L. Folk, A51  154 (25 Apr. 1923);  Deed, Samuel S. (Anna N.) Ealer to Jacob Sandler, F48  435 (30 June 1921);  Deed, Abraham (Gussie) Bugen to Samuel S. Ealer, A48  694 (25 Feb. 1921);  Deed, George W. (Annie M.) Laub to Abraham Bugen, E46  541 (29 Oct. 1919)(sale price $11,000 plus assumption of $12,000 mortgage);  Deed, David W. (Lillias G.) Nevin to George W. Laub, C41  468 (19 Nov. 1913).  


� 	Deed, Calvin F. (Grace E.) Smith to William L. Folk and I.B. Hochman, A50  546 (5 Sept. 1922)(sale price $39,500).  


� 	Deed, Isaac B. (Rebecca M.) Hochman to William L. (Jennie M.) Folk, H62  537 (17 Nov. 1930)(of four tracts described, the Nevin Building is Tract No.3, and the Old Nevin Building is Tract No.1).   Tract No.2 was a property at the NE corner of Northampton and Warren Street, which went to Hochman.   


� 	Deed, Isaac B. (Rebecca M.) Hochman to Easton Development Company, C64  79 (27 Jan. 1932)(Parcel No.5, Tract No.1).  Tract No.2 – the NE corner of Northampton and Warren Street – was included in the transaction.  


� 	Deed, Easton Development Company to Metropolitan Realty Company, C64  311 (31 Mar. 1932)(Parcel No.5, Tract No.1).  Parcel No.5, Tract No.2 was the same property at the NE corner of Northampton and Warren Street that had accompanied the property when Folk and Hochman had partitioned their partnership interests.  Another piece of real estate of interest involved in this sale was Parcel No.6, the 


� 	Deed, The Northampton County Building & Loan Association to Joseph (Nazhia) Samia, F71  234 (10 Feb. 1941).  


� 	Deed, Elizabeth Brassington, Executrix of the Will of Clara Werner, and Elizabeth (Milton R.) Brassington,to Nazhia Samia, 259  379 (8 Dec. 1965)(sale price $3,600 for “frame house” and property at 237 Ferry Street);  see separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 237 Ferry Street.  


� 	Deed, Nazhia Samia to Edward N. DiGiacomo, 286  496 (20 Jan. 1967)(sale price $50,000;  Joseph had died, passing his interest in the properties to his wife);  Deed, Edward N. (Marie M.) DiGiacomo to Edward N. (Marie M.) DiGiacomo, 513  363 (5 May 1975);  Deed, Edward N. (Marie M.) DiGiacomo to James P. (Constance L.) Mazza, 599  199 (16 May 1979)(sale price $50,000).  


� 	Deed, James P. (Constance L.) Mazza to Ferry Street Associates, L.P., 717  1098 (31 Dec. 1986)(sale price $125,000). 


� 	Deed, Kevin P. Franczak, Sheriff, for Ferry Street Associates, L.P., to National Westminster Bank N.J., 1994-3-10329 (23 Mar. 1994).


� 	Deed, National Westminster Bank N.J. to Mark E. Joseph, 1994-6-047605 (14 June 1994)(sale price $120,000).  


� 	Deed, Mark E. Joseph to 233-235 Ferry Street, LLC, 2004-1-191386 (14 May 2004)(sale price $425,000 for property measuring 27’ on Ferry Street X 70’ deep).  





