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(Photo by Richard F. Hope) 
Tombler Bldg. / Easton Arts Bldg. (230 Ferry St.)


J-shaped building with tall tower at the back, and courtyard. 

In its present form, it was built in 1903 as the new headquarters for the H.G. Tombler Grocery Co.
  Previously, the firm had used several other buildings in town as well, including its “principal office and salesroom” next door at the SE corner of 3rd and Ferry Streets.
  Tombler’s new building at 230 Ferry Street appears to have incorporated a front portion built in 1870 as part of the Peter Daley wholesale grocery,
 which was purchased by H.G. Tombler in 1879.
  


H.G. Tombler founded this large wholesale grocery business in 1857.
  He continued as its President and General Manager after it was incorporated in 1891, and on well into the first decade of the 20th Century.
  Tombler was also the first President of the Easton Board of Trade in 1881; an organizer and first President of the Edison Illuminating Company; President of the Matteawan Felting Company; and a Vice President of the Easton Shoe Company.
  Working through the Board of Trade, Tombler was instrumental in (among other things) bringing Herman Simon and the Simon silk mill operation to Easton in 1883,
 as well as the Ingersoll-Sergeant Drill Co. (“one of the largest plants of its kind in the United States”, known for making “compressed air machinery”).
   


In 1880, H.G. Tombler installed in this building (presumably, in the old Daley grocery portion) an early telephone system in Easton, and demonstrated it to the public.  Although few Eastonians believed that it would work, they found that the device indeed did “talk”.  However, most also believed that this novelty had little practical use, especially since “all the calls made were limited to the premises of Mr. Tombler.”  The first switchboard (allowing inter-building calls) was installed later that year in John V. Stout’s photograph gallery located at the corner with Centre Square.
  


Arjay Davies became the President of the Tombler firm in 1907,
 and headed up the successor Davies-Strauss-Stauffer firm.
  Davies became the Vice President of the Easton Board of Trade, and (in 1918) the President of the National Wholesale Grocers’ Asosciation of the United States.
  

The building was later used for a sewing mill, a medical clinic, and a furniture warehouse.  In 1982 it was acquired by artist Karl Stirner,
 the “Godfather of the Easton Arts Movement”.
  He restored the building and made into a haven for a number of Easton’s arts-related businesses, including Mr. Stirner’s own studio.
  

· The building conversion received the “Best Adaptive Reuse” award from Historic Easton, Inc.

· Mr. Stirner established the Tombler construction date for a portion of the building while remodeling, when he discovered a bottle embedded in a wall, which contained a note dated 1903.  The note had been left there by Harvey C. Morgenstern, when he worked on the building as a teenager.  Mr. Morgenstern later became one of Easton’s historians.
   
A principal tenant in the building was (until 2011) Lou Reda Productions, which (as of that time) had produced over 550 documentary movies, most notably on American historical subjects.
  In 2011 that company moved to the former St. Michael’s Church at 219 Spring Garden Street.
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