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(Photo by Richard F. Hope) 
McKean Duplex  (230-32 Bushkill Street, more recently the Andes-Gilbert and Rosenberger Homes)  


3-story brick, “Greek Revival style
 with white wood trim; upper story extends over ally, and rests on the wall of 234 Bushkill Street.   
    
This property is the eastern-most part of original town Lot No.50, as surveyed by William Parsons when Easton was founded in 1752.
  That Lot, along with Lot No.52 next door, were inherited by Anna Margaret Adam from her deceased husband, Martin Adam.  She and her second husband, laborer John Dengler (sometimes spelled Dingler), were appointed administrators of the Adam estate in 1759.  At that time, a house located on one of the two Lots was valued at only £6, which “was an extremely low figure and the dwelling must have been a poor structure.”  Dengler and his wife may have lived there. He appears again in a record during the Revolution, as the grave digger for Easton’s first resident lawyer, Lewis Gordon.
   


John Dengler’s son, George Dengler (also known as John George Dingler)
 purchased formal title to the land from the Penn Family in 1789.
  In 1807, he sold the two Lots to Samuel Sitgreaves,
 an Easton lawyer, politician and financier who had erected his “Spring Garden” mansion at the corner with Spring Garden Street in 1793.
  Sitgreaves ultimately acquired the entire “Square”, all the way from Spring Garden Street to Bushkill Street, between Pomfret (now North 3rd) and Sitgreaves Streets.
  Sitgreaves died in 1827.
  His estate sold the entire Square to brewer John G. Marbacher for $6,500.
  Marbacher divided up the Square, and proceeded to sell it off in separate pieces.
  Marbacher sold this small piece in 1834 for $450 to Col. Thomas McKeen
 (also spelled “McKean”), Sitgreaves’s protégé and successor as the President of The Easton Bank.  Like Sitgreaves, McKeen apparently also used this plot initially as a garden – in McKeen’s case connected with his mansion that he built on other property formerly owned by Sitgreaves at the NW corner of Spring Garden and Sitgreaves Alley.
  However, in 1849, McKeen built this duplex house at the back of his garden, facing Bushkill Street, as an investment.
  
    
After Col. McKeen’s death, his Executors sold the McKeen Duplex property in 1864 to Thomas McKeen of Camden, NJ,
 who was the Colonel’s grand-nephew.
  Later, in 1873, the two halves of the duplex were connected and turned into one boarding house.  Solomon Bush and James Bull (founders of Easton’s “Bush & Bull” Department Store) were both boarders in the house.  The top floor was rented by Lafayette College students, who “scratched their names into the window glass.”  In 1878, the openings were closed under a new owner, and it became once again two separate units.
  

    
The rear of the property (now gardens) originally contained a stable and carriage house, later reputedly home to the Lehigh Valley’s last horse-drawn vegetable huckster.  This merchant made arrangements for the support of his loyal horse after his death – but the animal died only a week after its master, perhaps of grief.  The stable was demolished in 1965, and replaced by a 10-car blacktop parking lot, which was in turn removed in 1981 and replaced by the present gardens.
  


In 1890, No.230 was the residence of dressmaker Mary Berkley, and Annie Berkley,
 as well as merchant Frank C. Miller and his family.
  


In 1910, No.230 was the residence of Cora O. Odenwelder (age 52), with her two sons and two daughters, as well as a boarder.   No.232 was the residence of Margaret Pollock (age 90), with two daughters (ages 53 and 55).
 

    
No.230 was known as the Andes-Gilbert Home and No. 232 as the Rosenberger Home in the 1990s, after the property’s owner-occupants who extensively restored and modernized the house and gardens.
     
� 	Historic Easton Inc. Historic City Homes, Gardens & Architectural Treasures unnumbered p.13 (Historic Easton House Tour 1992);  accord, City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone B (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982). 


� 	Compare A.D. Chidsey, The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Map 2 (Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, 1937) with Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org.  


	Chidsey shows that the original town lots in this block each had a 60’ frontage on North 3rd Street.  Based upon the modern North 3rd Street frontages shown in the Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org, the Bull Apartments at the corner with Bushkill Street (139 North 3rd Street) have a 35’ frontage on North 3rd Street, while the next property (135 North 3rd Street) adds another 25’.  These combine to 60’ – equal to the frontage of the first original town Lot (No.50) at the corner.  


� 	See A.D. Chidsey, Jr., A Frontier Village 234-35, 249-50 (Vol. III of Publications of The Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society 1940)(building No.27). 


� 	Chidsey, A Frontier Village, supra at 250.  


� 	Deed,  Penn Family to George Dingler, C3  69 (4 Dec. 1789);  A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937;  see Deed, George (Catharine) Dengler to Samuel Sitgreaves, C3  70 (1 Apr. 1807)(recital that Dengler had purchased title from John Penn the Younger and John Penn the Elder on 4 Dec. 1789);  accord, Chidsey, A Frontier Village, supra at 250. 


� 	Deed, George (Catharine) Dengler to Samuel Sitgreaves, C3  70 (1 Apr. 1807)(sale price $1,500 for a “Messuage” and two contiguous Lots” Nos.50 and 52 with 120’ of frontage on Pomfret (3rd) Street X240’ on Bushkill Street).  


� 	Floyd S. Bixler, The History with Reminiscences of the Early Taverns and Inns of Easton, Paper read before the Northampton County Historical Society on 25 Oct. 1930, at 16 (Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1931); see F.S. Bixler, “’Hon. Samuel Sitgreaves’, An Illustrious Citizen of Northampton County”, Speech read at meeting of Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, 18 Feb. 1922, at unnumbered p.4 (built 1792-94).   


� 	Deed, James Linton, Executor of the Will of Samuel Sitgreaves, to John G. Marbacher, G5  204 (31 Dec. 1830).  Sitgreaves gradually acquired the entire Square all the way to Bushkill Street, as follows:  


Lot No.58:  Deed, John Penn the Younger and John Penn the Elder to Samuel Sitgreaves, G1  489 (3 Sept. 1790)(sale price £ 25 “in specie”).  


Lot No.56:  Deed, Conrad (Elizabeth) Roan to Samuel Sitgreaves, D2  269 (20 Sept. 1797)(including a “Messuage”, sale price £ 380).  According to a deed recital, this property  had been purchased by Roan from John Penn the Younger and John Penn the Elder by a deed dated 10 Jan. 1794. 


Lot No.54:  Deed, Henry (Catharina) Deringer to Samuel Sitgreaves, D2  565 (20 Apr. 1799)(sale price $600).  Deringer (also spelled “Dehringer” and “Derringer”) had purchased this property from the Penn Family in 1794.  Deed, John Penn and Elder and John Penn the Younger to Henry Deringer, D2  564 (10 Jan. 1794)(sale price £25 “in Specie”).  


Lot Nos. 52 and 50:  Deed, George (Catharine) Dingler to Samuel Sitgreaves, C3  70 (1 Apr. 1807)(sale price $1,500).  


� 	Floyd S. Bixler, The History with Reminiscences of the Early Taverns and Inns of Easton, supra;  F.S. Bixler, “Hon. Samuel Sitgreaves”, supra;  see Leonard S. Buscemi, Sr., The Easton-Phillipsburg 1999 Calendar unnumbered page 5 (Buscemi Enterprises, 1998). 


� 	Deed, James Linton, Executor of the Will of Samuel Sitgreaves, to John G. Marbacher, G5  204 (31 Dec. 1830)(sale price $6,500, recital that Marbacher was a brewer).  


� 	For example, he sold the “Spring Garden” mansion itself in 1832 to John Ross.  Deed, John G. (Elizabeth) Marbacher to John Ross, H5  17 (30 Apr. 1832).  He also sold the parcel that became the Catherine Drake Mansion at substantially the same time to Jacob Noll.  Deed, John G. (Elizabeth) Marbacker to Jacob Noll, H5  37 (8 May 1832).  


� 	Deed, John G. (Elizabeth) Marbacher to Thomas McKeen, A6  354 (2 Dec. 1834). 


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 231 Spring Garden Street.  


	Col. McKeen’s other holding on this block also included the 55’ X 60’ Lot at the interior (NE) corner of Nolls Court made by the intersection of two private allies, one from Bushkill Street and the other from Sitgreaves Street.  Deed, John Shouse and John (Eliza) Dawes to Thomas McKeen, E7  419 (12 Mar. 1846)(“with a Slaughter House thereon Erected”);  see Deed, Thomas McKeen’s Executors to Thomas McKeen (of Camden), H10  559 (6 Sept. 1864)(Tract No.3);  compare with Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org.   


� 	This construction date is based upon an easement “to build the west wall of the duplex over the grocers’ alley of 234 Bushkill and . . . on top of the east wall of 234.”  Deed, Mathias Ferguson to Thomas McKeen, A8  329 (16 Apr. 1849)(rights over easternmost wall of Mathias Ferguson);  see Email from William Oliver (“Ollie”) Andes III, co-owner (with Jeffrey C. Gilbert) of 230 Bushkill St. (27 Feb. 2007) and Telephone Interview (10 April 2006); accord, Historic Easton Inc. Historic City Homes, Gardens & Architectural Treasures unnumbered p.10 (Historic Easton House Tour 1992); William Peterson, Eagle Scout Project: Historic Guide of Easton Site #31 (2006), available through Easton website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.easton-pa.com" ��www.easton-pa.com� (via “History” link);  Easton Historic Alliance plaque at front door.   But see Northampton County tax records, www.ncpub.org (1840); City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone B (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982)(built c.1857);  Historic Easton Spring Tour 1984 Site #5 listing, which agrees that this building was built by Col. Thomas McKeen, but gives an 1832 date.  The earlier date is probably incorrect, resulting from confusion with the construction date of Col McKeen’s Spring Garden St. mansion.  See Email from William O. (“Ollie”) Andes III, co-owner 230 Bushkill St. (27 Feb. 2007).  


� 	Deed, Thomas McKeen’s Executors to Thomas McKeen (of Camden), H10  559 (6 Sept. 1864)(Tracts 1 and 2).  The sale also included (as Tract # 3) the 55’ X 60’ Lot at the interior (NE) corner of Nolls Court (running from Sitgreaves St.) and the private alley from Bushkill Street. 


� 	Thomas McKeen (of Camden) was a grand-nephew of Col. Thomas McKeen.  His father, James McKeen, was a nephew;  his grandfather, also James McKeen, was a brother.  See McKeen Genealogy Chart, contained in the “McKeen” file at the Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society (no compiler noted).   Thomas McKeen (of Camdeb) was involved in the lumber and iron industries, apparently because his father James was a saw-mill proprietor.  In various records, he is also referred to as a resident of Camden, N.J., and is also identified as Major Thomas McKeen or Thomas L. McKeen.  See Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, I The Scotch-Irish of Northampton County, Pennsylvania 177-78 (1926)(James McKeen’s son was Major Thomas L. McKeen, in the lumber and iron businesses); William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, etc. 126, 128 (William H. Boyd 1860)(Thomas L. McKeen, South Easton, in the firm of Pursel & McKeen, lumber-dealers);  Talbot’s Lehigh Valley Gazetteer and Business Directory 1864-65 23 (Press of Wynkoop & Hallenbeck 1864)(James McKeen, saw-mill proprietor from South Easton);  Fitzgerald & Dillon, Easton Directory for 1870-71 61 (Ringwalt & Brown 1870)(listing for Thomas L. McKean home at 91 Bushkill St. and James McKeen, lumber, home at 62 N. Ferry St.).   


	Thomas McKeen (of Camden) is not to be confused with Thomas McKeen, the “Cotton Manufacturer” from the firm of McKeen & Quinn of South Easton, who was one of Col. Thomas McKeen’s nephews and an executor of his will.  Cotton Manufacturer Thomas McKeen obtained the McKeen-Young Mansion property from the Colonel’s estate.  See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the McKeen-Young Mansion at 241-43 Northampton Street.  


� 	Historic Easton Inc. Historic City Homes, Gardens & Architectural Treasures unnumbered p.10 (Historic Easton House Tour 1992); see Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Thursday, 4 Dec. 1873, p.3 (listing only for No.232, as the residence of Miss J.B. McCarroll).    See generally 1900 Census, Series T623, Roll 1447, p.61B (No.230: Stanley Rodenbaugh, salesman, age 46, and wife Katherine;  No.232: W. Detweiler, Physician, age 29, and wife Bertha).    


� 	Easton Heritage Alliance, House Tour 1996: Historic Easton Homes and Gardens 42 (18 May 1996).  


� 	Census Directory of Northampton County, Eleventh U.S. Census, 1890 (Joseph H. Werner, assisted by Geo. W. West 1891), A-D transcribed online at www.bethlehempaonline.com/beth1890/eastoncityabc.html. 


� 	Census Directory of Northampton County, Eleventh U.S. Census, 1890 (Joseph H. Werner, assisted by Geo. W. West 1891), J-POHL transcribed online at www.bethlehempaonline.com/beth1890/eastoncityjtop.html.


� 	1910 Census, Series T624, Roll 1381, p.29A. 


� 	House Tour 1996, supra;  Historic City Homes (1992), supra.      





